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seven copies upon the receipt of Twenty Dollars. 


Subscribers may remit, at our risk, by mail ; and 
current bills, of sound banks, in any of the Slates, 
will be accepted in payment. 











Chronicle. 
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2c} The Supreme Court of the United States 
closed its annual session at Washington City on 
the 13th inst. 
———$$_—__—_—_—~@9———$—$—__—_-———_- 


TRIuMVIRATE.—It is stated that the new Re- 
public of Rome will be governed by three Con- 
suls as in the ancient days of the Republic. 

a in 


BounDARY QUESTION BETWEEN Iowa anp Mis- 
sounr.—The Supreme Court have decided this 
long pending question in favor of the former 
State. 
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3L >> Our readers are referred to the interest- 
ing communications of the Hon. Henry Clay, 
Judge Heydenfeldt, and Hon. Sam Houston, in 
our pages of this week. 
tne prerneemeeenst 


HomesreapD Exemption.—The Ohio Legisla- 
ture have passed an act exempting from levy or 
sale on execution, a homestead of the value of 
six hundred dollars. The act takes effect on the 
ist July next. 


ii 
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3L>> The Vice Presipent having withdrawn 
further attendance at the present session of the 
Senate of the United States, the Hon. Davin R. 
Arcuison, of Missouri, was, on Friday last, again 
elected President pro tempore of that body. 


_ v— 
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Smirusonian Institute.—The Hon. James M. 
Mason, United States Senator from the State of 
Virginiay has been appointed a Regent in place 
of Sidney Breese, who resigned previous to the 
eXpiration of his Senatorial term. 


-_ 
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Tue British Naviecation Laws.—In answer 
to the case of Mr. Webster, in the Senate of the 
United States en this subject, it is rumored that 
a confidential message has been eommunicated 
by the Secretary of State, in which it is stated 
that no authority had been given Mr. Brancroft 
by the Jate Secretary, Mr. Buchanan, to agree to 
auy such measure. 

ila ithiabalgipaiis sb titemicaiuiion 


New Hampsnire Evection.—The result of the 
recent election in this State for Governor and 
members of Congress is ascertained to be as fol- 
lows: Samuel Dinsmoor has been elected Gover- 
hor by a majority probably exceeding 4000 votes. 
In the first Congressional District, Amos Tuck, 
(Free Soil) has been re-elected ; in the second, 
Charles H. Peaslee (Dem.), has been re-eleeted ; 
in the third, James Wilson (Whig), has been re- 
elected ; and in the fourth, Harry Hibbard (Dem.) 
has been chosen. 





Corron.—A new species of cotton has been 
grown in Warren county, Mississippi, by Gen. 
Mitchell. It is said that the tops and side branch- 
es are all thickly studded with bolls. The stalk 
does not usually grow higher than four or five 
feet, but every portion of the plant is literally 
covered with bolls, which are sustained in an up- 
right position by the strength and vigor of the 
stem and branches. The chief peculiarity of this 
plant is that the stem and branches have no joints, 
as in other kinds; and although the bolls are so 
numerous, there can be no inconvenience in pick- 
ing. The staple is beautiful, and far more silky 
than the best Petit Gulf. From one-third of an 
acre, Gen. Mitchell gathered and weighed the 
past season 2,142 pounds of cotton. One hun- 
dred pounds of the seed yielded thirty-two and a 
half pounds lint ; and by an accurate test he found 
that sixty-five bolls made one pound of lint. 


————__— --—~@o— --—- ——-—-—- 


From Mexico.—Santa 4nna.—The movement 
in favor of Santa Anna, according to latest ac- 
counts, is assuming a serious aspect. El Monitor, 
of Srd February, says: ‘The tyrant has deter- 
mined to return to the Republic.” Mexicans are 
warned to be on the alert and advised to die be- 
fore permitting this fatal man to govern. ‘ To 











Resolved, That the President of the U. States 
be requested, if in his judgment not incompatible 
with the public interests, to transmit to the Sen- 
ate any Instructions which may have been given 
to the Minister of the United States in London, 
offering a further extension of reciprocity and 
equality in the laws of navigation; and especial- 
ly such instructions, if any, as contemplate the 
opening of the coasting trade of the United Siates 
to the ships and vessels of other nations. 


Mr. Webster. This resolution, sir, 1s offered in 
consequence of information received by the very 
latest arrival from England. I find it stated, sir, 
in the advices by the last steamer at Halifax, and 
iransmitted thence by the telegraph, that * M. 
Labouchere” who is the President of the Board 
of Trade in England, ‘has again brought for- 
ward the Government proposition for the modi- 
fication of the navigation laws; and Mr. Bancroft, 
the United States Minister, states that to whate- 
ever extent in liberality the British Pacliament 
may be disposed to legislate in this matter, he is 
ready and willing tosign a convention imme- 
diately, based upon the most complete recipro- 
city so as to open the entire coasting trade of the 
two countries to the vessels of both nations.” 





| 
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his vanity and inability alone,” says the same pa- | 


per, ‘“* Scott owes all his triumphs.” And the 
same paper of the 6th February contains a letter 
from this distinguished General, directed to Col. 
Sarruz y Navarro, dated from Kingston, Dec. 21, 
1848, in which the charge, that the expedient of 
procuring the accusation of Gamboa was an in- 
vention of his, is pronounced a calumny. The 
history of this matter, ** together with the cele- 
brated despatch,” is promised in the next packet. 

Tne governmant continues to act with vigi- 
lance and promptitnde against rebellion wherever 
it raises its head. ‘The City of Guatamala was 
besieged by about 4000 insurgents, and the sup- 
position was that it would surrender. On the 
20th Januiry, a revolution, headed by Diaz No- 
riega, broke out in the State of Jalisco, which 
was promptly discovered and suppressed. The 
rebellion of Temascaltepec has lost its alarming 
character, and Estevan Leon, the leader, has re- 
turned to his allegiance. 


tia 
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SenaTe OF THE Unitep Srates.—Extra Ses- 


that the election of GeneraL Suietps was void, 
by reason of his not being a citizen of the United 
States for the term of years required by the Con- 
stitution of the United States as the qualification 
for United States Senator, was discussed on the 
13th, 14th and 15th inst., in the course ot which 
General Shields tendered his resignation, which, 
however, the Senate declined to accept, Mr. 
Webster in-isting that as General Shields was 
not eligible as a Senator he could not therefore 
resign. 

The subject was disposed of on the 15th, by 
the adoption of the resolution of the Committee, 
amended by Mr. Calhoun, so as to read that Le 
was ineligible at the commencement of the term 
for which he was elected. 

This decision places it out of the power of the 
Governor of lhinois to appoint—that provision 
of the Constitution only extending to cases of 
deatn, or resignation,—and the vacancy can only 
be filled by Legislative election. 


Navieation Laws.—On the |2th inst., Mr. 
Webster offered the following resolution, and ac- 





companied it with the remarks annexed : 


sion.—The report of the Committee, declaring | 


| 





My object, sir, for the present ts only an in- 
quiry. 1 suppose, if it be the pleasure of the Se- 
nate to adopt the resolution this morning, it may 
be answered before we finally adjourn. Hut, if 
there be no opportunity to receive an answer at 
this session of the Senate, one partof my pur- 
pose will at least be accomplished ; which is, to 
draw the attention of the country to this most im- 
portant subject. | mean to pronounce no particu- 
lar opinion at present. All must agree that the 
subject is vastly important. And I conless that [ 
wasa little startled to fiud that the American 
Minister, who is now remaining in Engtaud, bas, 
atthe present moment, and under exi-ling cir- 
cumstances, offered to act immediately in a pro- 
position for a convention to (throw open the whole 
coasting trade of the United States freely, and 
without discrimination, to British vessels. 

I have only two things to suggest lor the pre. 
sent consideration of the Senate and the couniry. 
One is, that, if we enter tnto this reciprocity with 
Great Britain, and opeo to her ships and vessels 


| the whole coasting trave of the United Siates, we 


are bound, of course, to do the Same thing Lo the 
Powers of the North of Europe, and to admit the 
ships and vessels of Bremeu and other of the 
chief navigating States and countries of that part 
of the world lo the same privileges, 

Before the question is tv be decided, it would 
be well for us to be brougtit to a cunsiderativu of 
the experience which we have had sivce we 
opened the trade between ourselves aud certain 
Powers of Europe and certain Powers of Ameri- 
ca to the ships aud vessels of third parties, And 
it will become us to see how far the imterfereuce 
of the ships and vessels of the northern part of 
Europe in the trade velween the United States 
aud Brazil, for example, has lessened or increus- 
eu the interests of ship owners in the United 
Siates, and ali thuse Concerned In navigation. 

Another thing to be cunsidered is this ; how in- 
finitely small is tue coasting trade proper between 
ihe ports of England and ner Buropea. dominions 
compared with the Coasting trade of the United 
States. Why, sir, the coasimyg trade o1 the Uni- 
led States employs the greater pari of ail the tun- 
nage of the Uniied States, Aud that trade, as it 
8, and is to ve herea:ter, will employ Our slip. 
ping in voyages some of which wili be the luug- 
est voyages prosecuted on the globe. Tuey wil 
be voyages trom the Ailanlic ciues, on the north 
and northeastern coast, around Cape Horn, to 
California and Oregon. If any sucu proposition 
as il seeing has been suggested snuuld ve adupted 
vy the Governmeut of the United Siates, it will 
iullow that alb the products or mauulacturers of 
ibe United States may be freely carcied in British 
or other foreign ships irom Boston aud New York, 
not only to New Orieans, but around the Capes to 
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our own ports on the Pacific, as freely as they 
may be carried in our own vessels. 

I repeat, it is not my purpose now to discuss 
the great aid gra:e question connected with this 
subject but to ascertain whether it be true, as 
suggested, that our Minister in England is author- 
ised to eter into a convention which will uproot. 
Substantially, the principles of our navigation 
Jaws as they have existed for sixty years. The 


subject, I repeat, well deserves the attention of 
the country. 


If the Senate have no objection to pass the re- 
solution to-day, ] hope it may be passed ; but if 
any gentlemen desire that it should not be acted 
on to-day, it may Jie over until to-morrow. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


Se 


National Affairs. 


LOLOL POP POPLIN ALL LLL hl Lele 


CIVIL APFOINTMENTS, 
BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 


Joun Garter, of Alabama, to be Judge of the 
District Court of the United States for the Nor- 
thern and Southern districts of Alabama, in the 
place of William Crawford, deceased. 

Arcuipatp Wixuiams, of Iilinois, to be Attor- 
ney of the United States for the district of Iili- 
nois, in the place of David L. Gregg, whose com- 
mission is about to expire. 

Parmer V. Ketioge, of New York, to be 
Marshal of the United States for the Northern 
district of New York, in the place of Jacob Gould, 
whose commission is about to expire. 

Jonn Perres, of Vermont, to be Marshal of the 
United States for the district of Vermont, in the 
place of Jacob Kent, whose commission is about 
to expire 

Samvet D. Kine, and Wirtam Tuompson, of 
Washington, to be Justices of the Peace for the 
Satie of Washington, in the District of Colum- 

ia. 

Auten A. Hatt, of Tennessee, to be Register 
of the Treasury of the United States, in the place 
of Daniel Graham, resigned. 

Cuartes W. Rockwe tt, of Connecticut, to be 
Commissioner of Customs. 

James Hunter, Appraiser of Merchandise, at 


Savannah, Georgia, vice Charles Stephens, de- 
ceased. 


Collectors of the Customs. 


Joserw T. Nye, Saco, Maine, vice Ichabod 
Jordon, whose commission has expired. 

Tuomas Hepes, Plymouth, Massachusetts, vice 
William Morton Jackson, whose commission has 
expired. 

James Donacue, New Haven, Connecticut, vice 
Norris Wilcox, whose commission has expired. 

Josuua Tartor, at Ocracoke, North Carolina, 
vice Thomas I. Pasteur, whose commission has 
expired. 

James E. Norfleet, Collector at Edenton, N. C., 
vice Zizop Rawls, resigned. 


Naval Officer. 


Cuar.es Hupson, Boston, Massachusetts, vice 
Wa. Parmenter, whose commission has expired. 

Georce Loyat, at Norfolk, Va., from the 
14th March, re-appointed. 

WitutaM Sroanaxker, at Philadelphia, vice S. 
D. Patterson whose commission has expired. 


Surveyors of the Customs. 


Georce Howtanp, Tiverton, R.I1., vice Asa 
Gray, whose commission has expired. 

Wa. P. Greens, Providence, R. I., vice D. F. 
Seamans, whose commission has expired. 

John H. Cross, Pawcatuck, Rhode Island, vice 
George W. Brown, whose commission has ex- 
pired. 

Zebedee King, New York, vice Elijah F. Purdy, 
whose commission has expired. 

Land Offices. 

“llfred Cowles, Register of the Land Office at 
Chicago, lilinois, vice William Jackson, whose 
term has expired. 

Jesse K. Dubois, Receiver of the Land Office 
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Matthew Gillespie, Register of the Land Office 
at Edwardsville, Llinois, vice Jacob Judy, whose 
term has expired. 

Harry F. Brown, Register of the Land Office 
at Green Bay, Wisconsin, vice Joel S. Fisk, re- 
moved, 


3L> The following appointments by President 
Polk, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, were accidentally omitted at the proper 
time, viz: ' 

Henry W. Parrrey, to be Receiver of the 
Land Office at New Orleans, vice Oliver B. Hill. 

Rurvus Hewirt, to be Receiver of the Land 
Office at Winnamac, Indiana, vice A. L. Wheeler, 
resigned. 

Asner Giustrap, to be Receiver of the Land 
Office at Milan, Missouri (new office 

JacamiAH Seamay, to be Register of the Land 
Office at Milan, Missouri (new office.) 

—_~@>-——— 


DIPLOMATIC, 


3L>> The President of the United States has 
recognized Epwarv Francis Sweetzer, as Con- 
sul of the Republic of Ecuador for the port of 
Philadelphia. 


3L3> The Chevalier De Macepo, Minister 
Plenipotentiary from the Emperor of Brazil to 
the Government of the United States, was offi- 
cially presented to the President, by Mr. Clayton, 
Secretary of State, on the 12th inst. 


3L>> The President of the United States on 
the same day received the salutations of the Re- 
presentatives of Foreign Governments at Wash- 
ington on the occasion of his accession to the 
Chief Magistracy. 

The number of members of the Foreign Lega- 
tions present was thirty-two, and the address was 
delivered by the oldest member of that Corps pre- 
sent, Gen. Don Cartos Maria ve Atvear, Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary and Extraordinary of the Ar- 
gentine Confederation. 


3L>= The President has issued his proclama- 
tion, officially recognizing the appointment by the 
government of Peru, of Charles Varea, as Consul, 
and Manuel Jurado de los Reyos, as Vice Con- 
sul, for California. 
——_1+@>-———_ 


ARMY 


PRESENTATION OF Sworps.—The swords voted 
by Congress to Major Generals Butler, Twiggs, 
Quitman, Worth, Henderson, and the heirs of the 
late General Hamer, have just been finished and 
forwarded from the celebrated manufactory of 
Ames, of Springfield. They are really magnifi- 
cent; cost $9,000. 

On the 2nd inst. General Towson, in the pre- 
sence of a numerous assemblage of officers, re- 
received from the late President of the United 
States the sword intended for Gen. Worth (as 
desired by that officer, he being now stationed in 
New Mexico.)—.WNational Intelligencer. 


New Fortifications.—The late Secretary of War, 
previous to his retiring from office, gave the fol- 
lowing names to the new fostifications now being 
erected by Government, viz: 

The fort at the Narrows of the Penobscot river, 
Maine, Fort Knox ; fort on Governor’s Island, 
Boston Harbor, Mass., Fort Winthrop ; fori on 
Rouse’s Point, New York, Fort Montgomery ; fort 
at Black Rock, New York, Fort Porter ; fort at 
Spring Wells, near Detroit, Michigan, Fort Wayne; 
fort at Grand Island, Platte River, Oregon Route, 


Fort Kearney. 
—_—@e -- — 


NAVY. 
iL The U. S. ship, Beanpywive, brig Perry, 


and store-ship Lexineton, were at Rio Janeiro, 
on the 20th January. 


iL > The U. S. sloops-of-war, Yorktown and 
PoRTsMouTH, and brig Porpoise were at Porto 
Praya on the 10th January—all well. 


iC The U. S. ship, Germanrown, Com. 
Charles Lowndes, was at St. Thomas, February 
17—all well. 


i= The U.S. schooner, Ewine, was spoken 





at Palestine, lilinois, vice William Wilson, whose | latitude 2]° north, longitude 39° 40’ west—no 


term has expired. 


* date given—all well 
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(>> Captain Wm. M. Hunter, of the U.s. 
Navy, died at his residence in Philadelphia 9, 
the 27th ult. He was a native of Pennsylvania_ 
entered the service in 1809 as Midshipman, ang 
succeeded to the Post Captaincy in 1838. Cap. 
tain Hunter had seen and participated in much 
hard service. 


i- > The U. S. steam frigate, Princeton, wa, 
at Malta, 15th February. On the evening of the 
12th the U.S. frigate, ConsriruTioNn, put to se, 
for Alexandria, having been towed out of the 
narbor of Malta by the Princeton. 


iC; The U. S. sloop-of-war, Prymoutn, with 
his Excellency J. W. Davis, Commissioner t 
China, on board, and the Presre, Corvette, lef 
Hong Kong for Manilla on the 5th, and returned 
to Macao on the 27th December. 


The U. S. frigate, Sr. LAwREnce, sailed 
from Lisbon, February 6th, for Gibraltar. 


(> The U. §, sloop-of-war, Germantowy, 
sailed from Aux Cayes on the 4th ult., for &, 
Thomas, and was at St. Thomas on the ]7th, 
The Germantown had been to St. Domingo shor 
ly before leaving Aux Cayes. 


3.3> The sloop-of-war, Yorkrown, arrived a 
Madeira, December 19th, twenty-eight days fron 
Boston. 


3c} A letter received from an officer in the 
Mediterranean says that ihe U. S. ship Jamestown 
arrived at Spezzia, early in February; that Con 
modore Bolton transferred his flag to the steamer 
Alleghany, and sailed for Genoa, where both the 
Jamestown and Alleghany were on the 15th of 
February. They were to sail in a few days for 
Leghorn. All wellon board both ships. The 
U. S. frigate Constitution, Captain Gwiun, was al 
Malta, 3lst January. 

35> Com. Ballard, Captain Montgomery and 
Lieut. Taylor, have been ordered to the commani 
of the Navy-yard, Washington. 

iC= The U. S. brig, Bainbridge, for Brava, 
sailed from Port Praya, January 1. 

3LS> The U.S. sloop-of-war, Yorktown, Capt 
Marston, bearing the broad pennant of Commo 
dore Cooper, arrived at Port Praya, Januarj 3, 
from Boston, via Madeira. 

The U.S. brig, Porpoise, Com. Gordov, 

arrived at Port Praya, from Monrovia, Jan. 5. 


ZCS On the 10th January, at Port Praya, the 
Yorktown, for Gambia soon,—the Portsmoui, 
Com. Armstrong, from Liberia, destination ul 
certain,—and the Porpoise, for Madeira, in a few 
days. 

Promotions 1n THE Navy,—By appointment // 
the President, by and with the advice and consent if 
tne Senate : 

John C. Long, now a Commander, to be Cap- 
tain in the Navy from 6th March inst., vice Cap 
tain W. M. Hunter, deceased. 

Theodorus Bailey, now a Lieutenant, to be Cont 
mander in the Navy, from 6th March inst., vi 
Com. John C. Long, promoted. 

Charles Deas, now a Master, to be a Lieutenatl 
in the Navy, from 6th March inst., vice Lieu! 


Theodorus Bailey, promotcd. 
. TE 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION. 
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ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS. 
Tuesday, February 27, 1849. 
(Debate oontinued from page 166. 


Mr. Bayly said, in reference to the lows boun- 
dary, be di not know how that matter might 
stand. Hehad never examined the record in thal 
case. But he bad examined very minutely ave 
carejully, though pot lately, but i hs geveral 
professional reading, the two cases to which be 
before alluded, in which both the States col 
cerned suhmitted to the decision of the court. 
He did not know what would be the decisicn “ 
the Supreme Court upon their own jurisdicuion - 
a bonndary question as between a State and " 
Territory. His own decided opinion was, that : 
was pot authorized by the Constitution. 
would not argue the question ; bul he relerred 10 





} case which he cited, involving a question of | 


an opinion of the Su,;reme Court, delivered in & 
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f the U.s, Be isdiction in which the District of Columbia was 
adelphia on arty, where it was held that the clause of the 
onsylvania. Constitution giving to the Supreme Court juris- 
shipman, and JR giction of questions between States, did not in- 
1838. Cap. FR -jude questions as between a State and this Dis- 


He also cited a decision by the Court of 
; als of his own State in the case of 
© and the sheriff of Fairfax, to show that Congress, 
> by legislation, could not give power or jurisdic- 

tion to any department of the Government not 
conferred by the Constitution. 

The passage of this amendment (he said) would 
be a most dangerous precedent ; for it proceeded 
' ypon the assumption that the Congress of the 
United States can give jurisdiction to the Su- 

reme Court, which the Constitution itself does 
not confer ; in other words, that you may add to 
the Constitution by legislative enactment. It 
would be a dangerous assumption of power ; for, 
if Congress might do that with reference to the 
judiciary department of the Government, it might 
aiso confer new powers upon the Executive. He 
' would ask whether the committee was prepared 
ult, for & tosanction the principle, that Congress may, by 
on the 17th, - jaw, confer authority upon any depariment of 
omJsngo shor HR the Government which the Constitution does not 
confer? 
> Mr. Toombs concurred in the latter portion of 
the remarks by the gentleman from Virginia, but 
not in the former portion, when he spoke of the 
| jurisdiction of the Supreme Court over questions 
"of boundary between States. The judgment of 
» the court was not matter forus to decide upon. 
| The courts were authoritative ex pounders of the | 
" Constitution, as far as this question was concern- 
/ ed. The Constitution did give to the Supreme 
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possible to carry the Union back again to the con- /that Texas should govern as far north as 369 
ditton in which it stood before the annexation of | 30’, and was it not so Jaid down on the maps? 
Texas took place; and he would then hke to! Mr. Schenck admitted all; but the maps, he 
submit to the people the question, whether they | said, were made to order, and they liad been 
would tread the same path again. denounced by Democratic members as a gross 
By the adoption of the annexation resolutions, | fraud. The provision of 36° 30’ was put in on 
the United States assumed to negotiate for the |the motion of a member from Illinois, [Mr. 
settlement of all questions of boundary between | Douglas,] now a Senator, and was employed 
Texas and other governments, having reference to only as a gull-trap to catch Northern Demo- 
the Rio Grande boundary: that inasmuch as | cratic votes. 
Texas claimed to the Rio Grande, and Mexicoto| Mr. Kaufinan inquired whether Texas wasa 
the Nueces, that question should be leftto a legal | party to that gull-trap, or whether it impaired 
adjustment between the United States and Mex-' the legal force of the resolutions? and if not, 
ico. The result of the war—the acquisition by | whether Texas should be made to suffer on ace 
the United States of territory beyond the Rio | count of it? 
Grande—placed the General Government in the | Mr. Schenck did not consider Texas in danger 





















crossed the Rio Grande ; and this question was 
now to be settled between the United States and 
Texas, instead of between Mexico and the Uni- 
led States. The United States was now saying 
to Texas that she could not goto the Rio Grande, 
because that country had changed owners. 

Mr. Pettit interrupted here, desiring to know 
whether the agreement on the part of the United 
States to settle the boundary of ‘Texas, was in the 
nature of a trust, or of a cestui gue trust ? 

Mr. Schenck replied in the negative. There 
was no such thing as a trustee in the case, nor a 
cestui que trust. ‘Texas set up a claim to the Rio 
Granue, which was false and unfounded ; but the 
United States chose to go to war to assert it. 
This trust question was all a new idea. He 
would now retort upon the gentleman trom Ju- 
diana, with a question in his turn. Did the geo- 





the 15th of ME Oourt this jurisdiction of questions between 
few days {or )Siates. He never before heard an opinion ex- | 

hi T Ppressed against this jurisdiction of the court. He 
anipe. . egreed with the gentleman from Virginia that 


FwiLD, Was i BE” Congress could Lot give jurisdiction to the courts 


by legislation. The provision of the Constitution | 
Pwhich gave jurisdiction to the Supreme Court | 
"was the supreme law of the land; and if gentie-| 
men transgressed it, it wasat ther peril. Butt 
was a good objection tothe amendment, that one 
of the partes to this controversy was not a State. 
| He preceeded, however, to consider a more se- 
rious objection, in which he showed that the Go- | 
Pverument of the United States, by the terms of | 
ihe annexation resolutions, had taken upon itsell | 
F the duty of settling all questions uf boundary ari- 
sing between Texas and other Governments ; and 
Snow, having established the claim assumed by 
lexas, it was proposed to rob her of it. 

> He took occasion to denounce the inconsisten- 
‘ey of the course of the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. GREELEY, ] in voting against the bill 
Pol the gentleman trow Virginia, [Mr. Preston] 
Pwhich recognized in these people ot New Mexico 
“he right to make a government for themselves ; 
"aid now, on this vceasion, comimg forth asa 
“champion of the sovereign will, because, by su 
Moving, be might prevent the extension of a cer- 
M40 political institution—thus Jegisiating with 
tlerence to bul one idea. 

He advertd to the consistency of his own 
ourse in opposition to the annexation of Texas, 
bnd to the war, and stated that, when the United 
blaleS Went into the contest with Mexico, they 
ieclared to Texas that the pending boundary dis- 
pule Should be fairly adjusted ; and now the gen- 
‘cman from Obio[ir. Vinton] had proposed an 
idjustinent, to suit himself, in which « was said 
0 lexas, in effeci—if you are not satisfied with 
|, Why, sue me. Jt was proposed, also, tosubmut 
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RESS. iis question to the decision of a tribunal whose 
: Uisuictien Of the case was pot authorized by 
Se Araetienpine the Constituuion. 1 was a proposition to rub the 
JINGS. Slate of ‘Texas of rights heid tor her as a cestut 

jue (rust, and then teil her, if she should not hap- 
49. Pulo be satished with the arrangement, that 
e 166. le might go to Jaw about it. 


Mr. Toombs concluded his remarks by stating, 
Bhat ‘lexus claimed that-her boundary extended 
Othe Rio Grande, from its source to ils aouth ; 
Mual that boundary was recognized by the United 
slales, and contesied by Mexico ; that, upon the 

*uClusion of the war, that tilie was periected ; 
‘ud now gentlemen wanted to rob her of it, just 
‘though there was po limit to the work oi ug- 
BTEsSion, 

Mr. Schenck regarded this as another of the 
Vischievous iruis of the war; aud he did not 
theve tbat any man could tell ihe amount of 
‘ischief which was cestined yet to arise out of 
lat Wor with Mexico, and the annexation ol 
*Xa8 to the United States. With both bands 
‘id up, he would express his desire, if it were 
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\leman believe that Santa Fe was ever within the 


limits of Texas? 
Mr. Pettit replied that Santa F’e was within the | 


limits prescribed by the Constitution of Texas. 
Mr. Schenck said, that was not the question. 


We all knew how Texas marked out her boun- | 


daries. We ali knew, that up to the time of the 
war, she never had any possession beyond the 
Nueces, except at and around Corpus Curisti. 


Mr. Duncan, of Kentucky, (interposing, and | 


the floor being yielded,) said he had examined 
with care the question which the gentleman was 
considering, and he was of the opmion that Santa 
Fe belonged as much to the State of Texas, as 
Cineimnats did to the State of Onio. 

Mr. Schenck continued. He had examined the 


question curelully, too, and he had heard opin- | 


ions Expressed upon it; but the opinion of the 


same position towards Texas, with reference to | of suffering any loss. 
boundary, which Mexico occupied before we 


Being in the Union, she 
' would be treated with all kindness; but she 
/could not pretend to claim any more territory 
than she had when she came in. 

He proceeded then into a review of the prose 
ceedings in connection with the adoption of the 
annexation resolutions, the history of * the gull- 
trap,” and of its success. He contended that an 
imaginary line, like that of 36° 30’, could not 
settle a boundary. 

Mr. .McClernand interposed, and (the floor be- 
ing yielded) said, that the original boundary of 
Texas, as a Spanish province, extended on the 
south and west from the mouth of the Rio 
Grande, up that stream to about 275°, certainly 
not above 3U° north Jatitude, thence by the San 
'Saba Mountains to the Red river. Since, and 
al no time, had Texas, as an independent State, 
extended her actual possessions nortn of the 
lower Rio Grande. Albuquerque, Sante Fe, 
Taos, and other villages to the north, had beea 
from the first in the possession of the Mexican 
authorities and people, and were wrested from 
them by conquest. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toombs] 
insisted that the United States were bound vy 
the claim of Texas. Notsv. They were bound 
by the rights of Texas.. Beyond the liae of ber 
rights the United States had succeeded to the 
rights of Mexico. Stil it was a question of ex- 
| pediency, whether Congress would coucede to 
| Texas her extended boundary. 
| Mr. Schenck (resuming) said that he should not 
| undertake an explanation ike that which the gen- 
itleman from Iitineis [Mr. MeCrernanp] fad 
| given. He preleired to Keep to Wwe pot trom 
which gentlemen could not escape. He then 
went back to the language of the aunexation re- 
































genlleman from Kentucky was the first opinion | solutions, reading avd showing that they restricl- 
going as far as that, which he ever heard upon | ed the new State annexed to territory “properly 





} the question. 

Mr. Woodward interrupted, and was unders‘ood 
to ask whether it was not a clear priuciple of 
jlaw, that a judge should not decide im his own 
iease? and to state, that from the circumstances 
junder which Texas submited the settlement of 
her boundary to the United States, it could not 


rage now, when the United States was a party 
against her, 

Mr. Schenck replied, that there was no such 
thing proposed as that the United States was to 
be a judge in the case. The United States might 
be a party; but the Supreme Court was to be 
the judge. 

He tuvk occasion to state his objection to the 
amendient, for he also had an ovjection to it, 
lt was, that it might show, perhaps, by implica- 
tion, that Texas had some sort of right to the 
claim set up by ber for territory to the Rio 
Grande. He wus unwilling to vote for a propo~ 
sition which would seew, even, by implication, 
to admit that Texas had any such right. 

He then took a wide range of debate, and re- 
hearsed his own course of vupposilion lo annexa- 
tion and the war trom the beginning. He showed 
that he bad exposed the injustice and absurdity 
of the claim of ‘Texas, and that the friends of 
the Admuuistration bad been compelled to admit 
it; and he argued its want of validiy from the 


Santa Fe, by the establishinent of civil govern- 
ment there, the collection of revenue, and the 
trial and execution of eleven of his adopted citi- 
zens for treason against the United States. 

He contended, also, that by the terms of the 
resolutions of annexation, it was not admitted 
that the boundary line of ‘Texas extended to the 
Rio Grande. ‘Ihe language of these resolutions 
admitted her with her “rightful acd proper 
boundaries.”’ 

Mr. Kaufinan interposed, and desired to ask if 
there was not in these resolutions a provision 





be inferred that she should submit to the umpr- | 


iuc.uded in, and rightiully Delunging to’? that 
“State; and that, among the qualifications under 

which Texas came intu the Union, it was speci- 
| fed that she was lo Come in, subject to the set. 
tiement by this Government of all questiuns of 
boundaries arising ** between Texas aud other 
Governments.” 

He insisted that the country of New Mexico 
/hever did belong to Texas, and he was unwilling 
to do anything that would seem to recognize any 
title to it on her part. 

He repeated and elaborated the proposition 
with which he commenced, aud showed that th 
/country which originally belonged to Mexico, be 
| longed now to the United States, aud that tho 
| most ready and righteous setiiement of (his bouo- 
| vary question Which Could be had, was that pro- 
/posed in the amendment. Was it possivie that 
|the United States established civil government 
‘and collected impost duties at Sania Fe, as a 
|} mere trustee? Was it pussivle that tne authority 
/ol General Kearny at Santa Fe was under the 

authorities of Lexas, an imperium in imperto ? 

He objected to the amendment only because, 
| by unplication, it seewed to admit the tile of 
‘Texas to Santa Fe. |i we legislate here ior the 
|@staulishament of territorial governments, we 
}should estabiish them with ali that the United 
| Slates could rightluily claim for them. 
| Phe committee thea rose, and the House ad- 








history of the operations of General Kearny at | jourued. 


Wednesday, February 28, 1549. 


In Senate.—Appropriation for light-houses, §e. 
\—The Committee vu Commerce reporied the 
bill making apprepriatious for lighi-Louses, light- 
| boats, buoys, &c., and providing tor the estublish- 
Leoeds of the same; which was read three limes 
| acd passed. 
| Electro Magnetic Power.—Mr. Benton, from the 
| Select Comuuttee on the wemoriai of Prufessoc 
| Page, reported that the Comumitiee had exauiued, 

apd wiluessed experiments ip connection with 
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his invention for the application of electro-mag- 
netism, as a substitute for steam, in the propul- 
sion of cars, vessels, &c., and are entirely satis- 
fied of its practicability, and recommend the 
appropriation of $20,000, to aid in testing fully 
the invention. Ov-dered to be printed. 

Ga motion of Mr. Atherton, the resolution set- 
ting apart Thursday for the consideration of pri- 
vate bills, was rescinded. 


Upper California —The bill from the House to 
establish the territorial government of Upper 
California, was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 

Bill to pay James Moorehead, for the con- 
struction, repairs, &c. of public improvements on 
the Ohio river, and for damages and losses sus- 
tained in consequence of the suspension of those 
works by the Government, was taken up and 
passed. 

Bill to pay to the Union Bank of Florida, a 
balance due of money borrowed by the Govern- 
ment, was laid on the table. 


Civil and Diplomatic Bill.—On motion of Mr. 
Atherton, the consideration of the Civil and Di- 
plomatic Appropriation Bill was thea resumed. 

The Bill and amendments in Committee of the 
Whole, having been last night reported to the 
Senate, the amendment providing fur the next in 
stalment of the Mexican indemnity was this 
morning rejected, being already provided for ip 
a separate bill, passed by both Houses. 

The amendment authorizing the purchase of 
the papers of George Washington and James 
Munroe, for $20,000 each was adopted, the first 
23 iv 26, and the second 28 to 20. 

On the amendment of Mr. Walker, adopted in 
Comumiitee of the Whole, extenuing the revenue 
Jaws, ani other laws of the U..ited States appli- 
cab e, over Upper California, and providing there- 
ina tempor ry government, Mr. Dir asked the 
yeas and nays, and proceeded to express his views 
in Oppositivn to the amendment, as oul of place 
In avy wppropriativn bill, and on favor of a terri 
torial bill, as providing the only proper govern. 
ment at this tune, 

{the address of Mr. Dix will be published at 
length in a future pumber of our paper.] 


Evening Session.—Mr. Dickinson addressed the 
Senate in javor of the amendment, upon the 
general question of slavery, aad in reply lo the 
arguments of his colleague. 

“Mir. Johnson, of Georgia, followed on the same 
side of the question, nulicing the objections made 
to the amendment by the Senator (Mr. Daylon) 
from New Jersey—that the Constitution of the 
Uniteu States dves not extend to territories, pro- 
pria vigore, and thal it is not competent for Con 
giess tuus lo extend it by legislative enactment— 
declaring that he entertained not a shadow of a 
doud: that the Cunstitution of the United States, 
su lar as ils provisions were applicable, does ex- 
teud to territories, and that he did not believe the 
Supreme Court ever had or ever would decide to 
the contrary. Mr. J. also expressed his disap- 
probation of the bill of Mc. Douglas, providing 
jor the admission ol California totu tue Union as 
a Siate, wilhout first undergoing territorial pupi- 
lage, as a departure trom Jong-esiablished usage, 
and as bot being Calculated to setlie the question 
of siavery. Ihe remainder of Mr. Johnson’s 
speech was in reference to the Wilmot Proviso, 
abulttionism, and the subjectof slavery geverally, 
asserting that it had existed in almost every age 
and country of the worid, and had its origin im 
Divine vecree—that Abrahaw was a slave holder 
—\that Sarah was ulso a slave-owner—that Isaac 
was a Slaveholder, and that slavery was not dis- 
coullenanced by the great Saviour of men. ‘The 
new Testament, he said, abounded in passages 
not only recugulsing the existeuce bul the legality 
oi slavery. 

Mr. Niles followed in opposition to the amend- 


meut; who was replied lo in some remarks irum 
Mr. Mason. 


Mr. Phetps then rose and said that he consider- | 


ed the discussion as wal a-pro-pos to the business 
of the Senale, regret.ng that any discussion of 
the ques.ion Of siavery had been raised in con- 
nection with the bill belore the Senate, and, cor:- 
Vinced that this irritating subject could not be 
seitied by the present Congress, thought the ap- 
propriativo bill should not ve embarrassed by it. 
Without expressing any opiDion in relation to 
the awendwent, Mr. Phelps said be would be 
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The question was then taken on the amendment 
and decided in the affirmative-—ayes 25 nays 18. 


Yeas— Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Davis, of Mississippi, Dickson, Dodge, of Iowa. 
Downs, Fitzpatrick, Foote. Hunter, Johnson, of Mary- 
land, Johnson, of Georgia, hing, Mangum. Mason, 
Pearce, Rusk, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Wal- 
ker, Westcott, and Yulee—25. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Baldwin, Benton, 
Breese, Corwin, Davis, of Massachusetts, Dayton, Diz, 
Felch, Greene, Hamlin, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Spru- 
ance, Upham, and Wales—18. 

An amendment offered by Mr. Baldwin to ex- 
tend to the inhabitants of the territories of New 
Mexico and California the benefits of the habeas 
corpus act and the right of trial by jury in crimi- 
nal prosecutions, and of judicial proceedings ac- 
cording to the course of common law, and the 
laws and usages in force in said territories, and 
providing that no person, out of the army or navy 
of the United States, shall be tried by martial 
law, was rejected. 

An amendment by Mr. Dayton, for the pur- 
chase of Catlin’s Indian Gallery, was also reject- 
ed by a vote of yeus 15, nays 21. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
being engrussed, wes read a third time and 
passed. 


Wednesday, February 28, 1849. 


House or Representatives.—Public Lands. 
—Several reports were made from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands—one by Mr. Collamer, 
declaring that it is inexpedient for the United 
States to grant her public lands to States or cur- 
porations for purposes of internal improvement; 
which was laid over until next day. 


Rhode Island Resolutions.—Mr. Cranston pre- 
sented the reso.utions of the Legislature of R. 
Island, in opposition to the use gf ardent spiris 
and of the lash in the Navy of the United States, 
and to the extension of slavery to the territories ; 
also for the abolishment of the slave trade in the 
District. 

Which were laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 


President and Vice President Elect.—Mr. Bar- 
row, irom the Committee ag pomted to wait on 
the President and Vice President elect, and to 
communicate to them official information of their 
election, made report that they had performed 
this duty. Which was laid on the table. 


Debates of Congress.—A resolution from the 
Joint Committee on the Library authorizing the 
Secretary of the Senate and the Cierk of the 
House to subscribe for a thousand copies of the 
Debates and Proceedings of Congress was read 
three times and passed. 

Patent Office Report.—The resolution of the 
Committee on Printing that 5000 copies of the 
last Annual Report of the Commissivuer of Pa- 
tents, with the listof patents and ciaims annexed, 
and 2U,0UU copies withoul the lists, be printed 
for the use of members, was amended sv as to 
read ‘forty’? in place of ** twenty,” and thus 
amended was adopted. 

Sunday Mails.—Mr. Goggin, from the Post Of- 
fice Committee, reported ‘a resolution, declaring 
it to be inexpedient to legislate against the trans- 
portation of the mails and the delivery of letters 
on the first day of the week, as prayed for ina 
number of memorials presented at the present 
sessloi. 

Alsuv, a resolution calling on the Postmaster 
General to communicate to the Senate the amount 
paid for foreign mail transportation, the rates, 
and amount ol postage received. 

Also, a resolution, requesting the Postmaster 
Geoeral to state the reasons for reducing the 
compensation of letlec carriers in the seweral 
cities of the United States. Which were seve- 
rally adopted. 

Mr. Lincoln reported, without amendment, 

Senate bili to define the period of disability 
| which may be incurred by bidders for mail con- 
| tracts in Certain Cases, and it was pussed. 

Mr. J. R&R. Ingersoll reported a bill to amend 
the act lor the admission of lowa and Florida 
into the Union, with the Senate amendments, 
which was concurred iu, and so the biil stauds 
passed. 

Also, bill concerning the selection of jurors in 
the Circuit Courts of tue United States ; passed. 

Billi to authorize the bolding, by the Judge of 
the Fitth Circuit of the United States, of a Court 
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in District of Kentucky, was passed. 
| Mr. Bolls, irom the Military Committee, re- 





















| ported a vill to Classily the clerks, in (he Military 
| Department of the Government, and to reguiate 


The bill was then ordered to a third ready 


rt 
their salaries ; which was twice read and comy;. B oa = 
ted. cd. | 
Mr. Bolts, from the same committee, reported And t 
bill from the Senate, with an amendment, as fo), 
lows: A bill to increase the Medical Departiyey, In SE 
of the Army and to provide for an additiona f Nort 
number of Chaplains ; which was passed, writ p 
Mr. Schenck, from the naval committee, ,, paras 
whom the bill had been referred, teporied back E South if 
to the House Senate bill for the relief of the cap, ur. G 
tors of the frigate Philadelphia, which was orde,, of resol 
ed to be committed. P siate, 0 

Tariff Report. Mr. Hudson, from the Commit, ylar re 
tee of Ways and Means, to whom several pei, tories. 
tions bas been referred on the subject of protep. Flogg 
tion tothe manufacturing and mining interes, ed a set 
of Pennsylvaria,and who were instructed by reg, Jand Le; 
lution ** to inquire into the expediency of repor, the nav. 
ing a tariff bili based upon the principles of |, spirit Fr 
tariff of 1842,” made a report in wriling (see page fe of ther 
183.) © di-pose 

Mr. Nicoll submitted the views of the mino;j. HP of his « 
ty on the same subject. : against 

The reports were ordered to be laid on the. The 
ble and printed. | printed. 

Duties in Mexico»—Mr. Duncan, of Kentucky = New 
from the select committee to whom had been rf dential: 
ferred the message of the President, justilying BR in the 
the collection of duties in Mexico, and the dj. Be 4th of I 
bursement of the same therein, during the wy Mi Amer 
with that Republic, presented the report of i MR House | 
majority of that committee, in opposition to tie the Am 
views ol the President. institut 

Mr. Stanton presented a minority report, su Mand, af 
luining the pusilions of the President. Ss Mr.. 

Messrs. Venable aud McClernand also presente HM on Mili 
a minority report, differing trom the preceding He from th 
bul sustaining the President. | the pay 

The reports were severally ordered to be con. fm the mill 
mitied to the Committee of the Whole and prig. the sam 
ed, D origina 

Pay Department of the Army.—Senate bill rela HR for the 
ting to the Pay Department of the Army, wage wagons 
read three times and passed. the mil 

Territovity of Minesola.—The bill establishing MR out fau 
the territorial government of Minesola came y Me €'s. 
in order, and the question being on its final pf And, 
sage, it was agreeu to. © aston 

Franking Privilege—The bill to abolish xf ed asu 
Fravking Privilege, was, on motion of Mr. Jag ure of 
Dyke, laid ou the table by a vole of yeas 113-9 passed 
nays 68. > New 

Boundary Line.—Senate bill to carry into cif the bi 
the provisious of the Sih article of the tei Stile 
with Mexico, in reference to the establishweti States, 
of the bounvary line between the two republics Cent 
was t.ken up, aud Mr. Truman Smith, by uireciia mitiee 
of the Committee on Foreign Atfairs, submit the cor 
a substitute, directing the appointment of the of from | 
ficers from the corps of Topographical Enginecn i Ment. 

And, pending the question on the adoption 4 Seve: 
the substitute, Mr. McClernand moved to ane taking 
the bill by adding three sections thereto, prot When 
ding that at shall be lawful for the Presidesll Mr. 
employ other oflicers of the corps of Topograpi sti ule, 
cal Enugioeers to aid in the survey and marking connec 
the boundary line, and allow such sum as wi! Secret 
be necessary to cover their extra expenses, ald buitadl 
also to employ parties on different paris ol | Mr. 
boundary at the same lime lo expedite (he sure] Oppusi! 
thereof. | to the 

The amendment of Mr. McClernand was agret! pa 
to. 

Mr. Schenck then moved a further amendotl Mh te 
providing that no part of the money appropri beled 
by this act, or by avy previous act oi Congie ie 
snould be used to pay tre salary of any commu Conclu 
sioner or surveyor, ur ober officer or perset " prt oe 
adjust the boundary line between the Uwilé aa “ ( 
States and Mexico, when the appointmen! pe cc 
such commissioner, surveyor, or oter officel / - 4 
person wes made without authority of law. \ Me. 

Mr. Schenck proceeded to state the charscl# ay the 
and effect of his amenument, it Deng notori4 be 
that the President of. the United States bad® — 
sumed to himseil, without any authority o! |") page 
the power to appuint and send out a Comuiss! ora 
er and Surveyor, and (if report be true) to os “Ni . 
amount ol salary this ufficer should recelve- t wishes 

The discussion was continued by Mr. Smith ° 0 the 
Connecticut, Mr. Haralson, Mr. sdshman, avd MF ne 
Woodward, and the question being teken v8 Pp mote 
amendment of Mr. Schenck, 1 was agreed ! — 
ayes 83, nays 45. Eve 

The question then recurred on the substitule assem 
the Coumittee on Foreign Affairs tor the origi bill, w 
bill, and bemg taken, it was decided athruatl! vir 
| Conside 
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Bond having been fead the third time, it was pass- 


2 oe then the House adjourned. 


Thursday March 1, 1849. 


Iw SenaTE.—Slavery Resolutions —Mr. Badger, 
© of North Carolina, presented a series of resolu- 
tions, passed by the Legislature of his State con- 
> cerning the slavery question and the rights of the 
© South in connection with that subject. 
Mr. Greene, of Rhode Island, submitted a series 
of resolutions adopted by the Legislature of ‘his 
= siate, on the subject of slavery and with partic. 
ular reference to ils extension to the new terri- 
Ss. 
Flogging in the Navy.— Mr. Greene also present- 
© ed a series of resolutions, passed by the Rhode Is- 
 jand Legislature, against the practice of flogging in 
the navy, and in favor of a discontinuance of the 
spirit ration. He accompanied the presentation 
of the resolutions with a few remarks. He was 
© di-posed to pay all due respect to the sentiments 
- of his constituents, but his personal views were 
against the abolition of the practice in question. 
' The resolutions were read and ordered to be 
printed. 
'— New Senator.—Mr. Westcott, presented the cre- 
| dentials of Jackson Morton, elected his successor 
- jn the Senate for the term of six years from the 
» 4thof March next. 
American Archives.—The resolution from the 
House in favor of distributing copies of certain of 
- the American archives among the various literary 
| instiwtions of the United States, was considered, 
' and, afler some amendments, passed. 
_ Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, from the Committee 
- on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill, 
' from the House, to continue in force the acts for 
| the payment of horses and other property lost in 
' the wilitary service of the United States, reported 
" thesame, with an amendment or substitute tor the 
> original bill, inserting a general bill providing 
for the payment of all horses, mules, oxen, carts, 
" wagons, boats, &c., that may have been lost in 


Bos t= 


paras 
ct 
wt 


oul fault or negligence on the part ol their own- 
ers. 

_ And, the same having been further amended su 
> asto include horses and their equipage condemn. 
_ ed as untit for service, in consequence of the fail- 


| ure of Government to supply forage, the bill was 


passed as amended. 
_ New Hampshire claims.—The Senate took up 
/ the bill for the settlement of the claims of the 
Stute of New Hampshire against the United 
States, and, aftcr consideration, passed the same. 
Central Highway.—Mr. Benton, from the Com- 
mittee on Muiinary Affairs, reported the bill for 
the construction of a great central vational road 
from St. Louis to the Pacific, without amend- 
ment. 
Seventh Census.—The bill making provision for 


| ‘eking the seventh census, was then taken up, 


When 

Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts, submitted a sub- 
sli.ule, leaving it with the Secretary of State, in 
connection with the Postmaster Genersl and 
Secretary of the Home Department, to frame a 
suitable bil! upon the subject. 

Mr. Calhoun rose and made a few remarks in 
Oppusiliou ty both propositions. He was opposed 
lo the practice of framing an extensive schedule 
of statistics in connection with the census. He 
Was also opposed to the publication of those huge 
Volumes of statistics which had issued from the 
Patent Office annually for several years. He 
briefly stated his reasons for these views, and 
Concluded by moving that the whole subject lie 
On the table. 

Mr C’s. motion was lost, and the discussion 


Was continued by Messrs. Westcott, Davis, Badger, | 


Butler, Bright, Hunter and Cameron. 

Mc. Brignt vi dudiana, renewed the motion to 
lay (he bist and the substitute on the table, which 
Was agreed to. 

Retirement of the Vice President.—The presiding 
Ollicer of the Senate, the Hon. George M. Dalias, 
éuvounced bis intention to withdraw finally from 
lhe duties of the chair, to morrow, at one v’clock. 

Navy Pension bill—The Senate then proceeded 
lo lube Consideration of the bill making an appro- 
Priauon for naval pensions, and, alter afew ex- 
Plavatory remarks, passed the same. 

Ihe Senate took a recess until 6 o’clock. 


Evenine Session.—Fortification, bill.—On re- 
ssemDiing, the Senate tovk up the tortification 
il, whicu was passed wilt amendments. 

virmy Appropriation bill.—I'nis bill-was next 

Sonsidered. Mr. Baldwin submitted an amend- 





ment, extending the benefit of the right of habeas 
corpus to the inhabitants of California and New 
Mexico, and also providing that no citizens of 
those territories, except members of the army, 
shall be tried by martial law. 

Mr. Yulee, raised a point of order, that the 
amendment was irrevalent. 

The Chair decided the amendment in order. 

Mr. Baldwin spoke briefly in support of the 
amendment. 

Mr. Foote, of Mississippi, madea characteristic 
speech against it. He pronounced it to be an 
abolition movement—a_ latent, mischievous at- 
tempt to enable black slaves who may be taken 
there, toc aim their liberty under a writ of habeas 
corpus, and indulged in remarks of a personal na- 
ture towards the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
Baldwin.) 

Mr. Mangum, of North Carolina, rose and re- 
minded the gentleman from Mississippi that his 
remarks were too personal. 

Mr. Foote briefly responded: Well, sir, I con- 
fess it isa little difficult to be perfectly parlia- 
mentary under such peculiar provocations. I have 
designed to use plain and strong language. The 
season of patience and submission, and strict 
courtesy, with meat least, has sometime since 
terminated ; and if honorable gentlemen expect 
from me the language of civility, kindness, and 
complaisance, they must cease their mischievous 
intermeddling with matiers which do not at all 
concern them, over which they have no constitu- 
tional authority, and by interference with which 
they cannot but be muschievous to an extent 
which all good men would deplore. If honor- 
able senators wish to be treated with respect by 
me, they must cease to bear the torch of the in- 
ceudiary into this hall of consultation. If they 
wish to be treated as gentlemen, they must de- 
mean themselves in such manner as not to violate 
the principles which have regulated the conduct 


of gentlemen in sll ages and nations since the 


first dawn of civilization and refinement. 1 hope, 


> | Mr. President, that without much further debate, | 
the military service of the United States, with. | 


we may come to a vote upon the a.nendment ol 
the senator from Connecticut, and, as far as we 
can, pul an end to this troublesome question for- 
ever. 

Mr. Baldwin.—My own self-respect will pre- 
vent me from replying to the senator from Mis. 
sissippi. But 1 ask the indulgence of the Senate 
while I read for their information from the act 
organizing the Territory of Lou:siana the clause 
securing to the inhabitants the writ of habeas cor- 
pus and the right of trial by jury : 


* Tn all criminal prosecutions which are capital, 
the trial shail be by a jury of twelve good and law- 
ful men of the vicinage; and in all cases, criminal 
and civil, the trial shall be by jury, it either of the 
parties require it. he innabiiants of the said Terri- 
tory shall be entitled to the beuefits of the writ of 
habeus corpus,” &c. 

This was deemed necessary in the case of 
Louisiana, (a slave Territory,) where the writof 
habeas covpus was extended to * the inhabitants” 
in the same words that I have adupted in the 
amendment proposed. The territory of Louisiana 
was organized in 1804. Again, in the year 1812, 
when the ‘Territory of Missourimalso a slave 
Territory —was formed, it was deemed proper to 
enact ** that the people of said Territory shall al- 
ways be entitled toa proportionate representa- 
tion in the General Assembly ; to judicial pro- 
ceedings according to the common jaw and the 
laws and usages in force in the said Territory ; to 
the venefit oi the writ of habeas corpus.” 

After some further rewarks by Mr. Baldwin, 
Mr. Westcott, and Mr. Foote, 

Mr. Buller asked for the reading of the amend- 
ment; and, alter hearing it, said: 1 should be 
very sorry that the right to the writ of habeas cor- 
pus and to trial by jury should not be extended 
to California, or to any of the citizens of the 
United States wherever they might be within our 
borders. ‘The remark has been attributed to me 
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that such a right shall not be suspended, where 
its right has been recognised by law. Now, sir, 
if we have, by an amendment to a bill which we 
have sent to the other House, extended, eo nomine, 
the Constitution of the United States to Califor- 
nia and New Mexico, the Constitution of the 
United States will carry with it as many of its 
provisions as will possibly apply to that territory 
—as many as are possible, I say, and not practi- 
cable. Can there be any harm in extending the 
provisions of the Constitution as far as possible? 
You might do harm by restricting it, or making 
a distinction between its several portions. If, 
then, you extend the laws of the United States 
to California, and if a citizen is seized unlaw- 
fully, it would be an anomaly, and repugnant to 
the principles of common law, to deny him the 
writ of habeas corpus. It is presupposed in this 
very instrument that he cannot be arbitrarily de- 
tained and dented this right. 

If, then, the Constitution goes there at all—and 
{ maintain that it does go there without legisla- 
tion—I hold it to be unnecessary to pass this law. 
I should have no objection to the amend nent of 
the honorable senator from Connecticut, (Mr. 
Baldwin,) however—as I say the Constitution 
ought to go there, and curry with it these rights 
—although I should think it an act of superero- 
gation, unless, sir, it was intended to apply to 
slaves. Nwubody can maintain that the writ of 
habeas corpus is demandable by a slave. Who 
has a right to demand a writ of habeas corpus ? 
No one, sir, whois not entitled to his freedom. 
Why, sir, can it be that one who sustains the re- 
lation of a slave can demand the right to the ha- 
beas corpus? Sir, such a demand would be re- 
bellion, under the forms of law. What should 
you think, sir, if auy one of these fanatical ultra- 
ists Should go from Cunnecticut, or any other 
place—to Suuth Carolina, if you choose, for it is 
the custom, in speaking of the most odious slave 
States, to refer to Louisiana, or Mississippi, or 
South Carolina—and should demand the writ of 
habeas corpus for the slaves? No ove can have it 
with the knowledge upon the part of the judge 
that he is a slave, for nu slave has a right to it ; 
no one has a rightto the writ of habeas corpus who 
is not detained arbitrarily, aud who has not aright 
to regain his freedom. 

Mr. Baldwin, Will the Senator allow me to 
state a fact which | stated before he came in ? 
The language of this amendment is taken from 
the act of Congress forming a teriilorial govera- 
ment for the State of Missouri. It gives the 
right to the writ ol habeas corpus to the ** inhabi- 
tants.” 

Mr. Butler. I have great respect for the gen- 
tleman as a lawyer. I have great respect for 
his precedents. 1 understood, sir--and 1 was 
not in when he made his rewarks—thal the ob- 
ject might be to give that right to any that might 
‘be detained as slaves in Catifornia. If that wus 
his intention Jet him avow it. I think it an act 
of supererogatory legislation, if it be anything 
else than this. J have myself been a magisirale, 
and have tried case3 under the writ of habeas 
corpus. | have tried such cases where the ciaim- 
ant was held to be a slave, aud have set msny a 
colored man free that had veen kidnapped. 1 
would not deny the right to a man on account of 
his color; nor woula | say that the right ought 
not to extend to any mhavilant of Caliloroia to 
be set free when unlawfully detained. 

But why introduce this measure upon this oc- 
casion, when it was rejected last night? If we 
are right in maintaining that the Constitution, eo 
nomine, is extended to Caliiornta, this very vital 
provision, the writ of habeas corpus, 1s carried 
with it. We have already seut to the other 
House a bill which contains a provision to ex- 
tend the Constitution over that territory. Re- 
spect, at least, for the decision of that body 





should induce us to pause until we hear the re- 
sult. Who can see the necessity of this kind of 
philanthropic solicitude upon the subject. It 


—1 do not know how truly—that | bad said that | does seem to me that there ts a pertinacity about 
it was unnecessary to extend the right of habeas | it growing out of a purpose that is not avowed. 
corpus and trial by jury, inasmuch as they are || say, for one, that 1 should be very sorry that 
already extended with the Constitution of the | the writ of habeas corpus and trial by jury should 


United States, if it could be constitutional to | not be given to all of our citizens. 


1 believe 


pass the amendment to the other. Sir, | main- |that they are already entitled to it. If this 


lain that proposition to its fullest extent. The 
Constitution, Mr. President, certainly does pre- 
suppose, that where the laws of the United States 
and the Constitution are established, the writ of 
habeas corpus cannot be suspended. It presup- 
puses, therefore, the right to the writ of habeas 


amendment is merely to covfirm and strengthen 
that right, [do not kaow that I should object to 
it. It seems to me, however, rather unneces- 
| sary. 
Mr. Baldwin further stated that in the ferma- 
‘tion of the government of Louisiana similar lao- 





corpus existing under tne Constitution and laws | guage was used to thal in his amendment, and 
of the United States. It certainly does presume asked Mr. Buller, if, as a lawyer, he would say 
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that the extension of the Constitution to the 
territories would carry with it the right of habeas 
corpus ? 

To which Mr. Butler replied: he did; and 
other lawyers would sustain bim in it. 

Mr. Rusk then moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding: Provided, that nothing herein 
contained shall be so construed as to interfere, 
in any respect, with the rights of property in any 
State, or of individuals. 

Mr. Berrien opposed the amendment on the 
ground that it would be, in his opinion, an act of 
supererogation, after having sent to the other 
House a bill containing the outlines of a govern- 
ment for those territories, and this after a very 
protracted debate, to pass in another bill, with 
which it has no connection, a further provision 
for the government. The effect of such a course 
will be to show the want of sufficient intelli- 
gence, of sufficiently advised counsel in the Se- 
nate of the United States, and to weaken the 
furce of the amendment (Mr. Walker’s) sent to 
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port to the passage of the bill, as the officers 
who collected these duties were bound to obey 
the orders of the Executive. 

Mr. Meade replied, and admitted that Congress 
should pass a law to regulate the duties and 
powers of the Executive when engaged in a war 
with a foreign power; but in the absence of such 
a law, denied that the President had exceeded 
his powers in this instance. 

Mr. Toombs concnrred generally in the remarks 
of Mr. Vinton, and demanded the previous ques- 
tionon the motion to reconsider; and the yeas 
and nays being ordered and taken, the motion was 
decided in the negalive—yeas 86, nays 88. 

The bill was then passed by a vote of 105 to 
67. 

Indian Appropriation Bill.—The amendments of 
the Senate to this bill were taken up in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and the amendments generally 
were concurred in. 

And the amendment in relation to the Chero- 


| kees being under consideration, Mr. Vinton, from 


the House of Representatives, attached to the| the Committee of Ways and Means, offered a 


Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation Bull. 

Mr. Hale then said that if he remembered 
aright, those gentlemen that represent that jute- 
rest, so terribly afraid of agitation, were found, 
With but few exceptions at the last termadvo- 
cating a bill, the principal feature of which was 
that all action upon this subject should be lelt 
to the Judiciary,—and the mode ol presenting 
the case was by this very act of habeas corpus. 

Altera few more remarks by Messrs. Hale, 
Johnson, of Maryland, and Berrien, the question 
was taken on the amendment to the amendment, 
and it was agreed to, 


substitute therefor, providing for a final settle- 
ment of claims, and also in case of emergency 
authorising an issue of Treasury Notes to meet 
this appropriation and that under the ]2th article 


(of the treaty with Mexico,—and proceeded to 


explain the merits of the same. 

Mr. Atkinson, of Virginia, then took the floor, 
on the subject of the state of the Union gene- 
rally, and the question of slavery in the territo- 
ries particwarly, and its effect upon the general 
welfare. 

An amendment to the amendment of Mr. Vin- 
ton,—to include all claims whatsoever of the 


The questivn then recurred on the amendment} Cherokee nation under the 11th article of the 


to ihe amendment, and it was decided in the ne- | 


gative—ayes 17, nays 27, as fuliows: 


Yeas—Meesrs. Allen, Baldwin, Cameron, Clarke, 
Coruin. Davis, of Muass., Dayton. Diz, Greene, 
Hale, Hanlin, Mitler, Niles, Spruance, ules, Wal- 
ker, and Webster—17. 

Nays— Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Ber 
rien. Borland, Breese, Bright, Butler, Dickinson, 
Downs, Fitzgeraid, Fo.te, Hannegan, Houston, Hun- 
ter, Johnson, of Maryland, Johnson, of Louisiana, 
Jchusuen of Georgia, Jones, King. Mangum, Met- 
caife. Kusk, Sebustian, Turney, Underwood, and 
¥ ulee— 27. 


Mr. Hamlin then moved to amend the bill fur- 


ther by a provision authorizing the discharge of 


such of the corps of sappers and miuers as may 
desire it; which was azreed to. 

The bil was then passed. 

Indian Appropriations.-—The amendments of 
the Huuse vi Representatives to the vinth and 
lenth amendments of the Senate to this bill were 
taken up and bovecoucurred in, and a Committee 
of Conierence was appointed to meet the House 
committee asked on this subject. 

Minesota Territos ial Bull.— [he question of con- 
currence In the amendment of the House: post- 
pening the operation of this dill until the 10:h ol 
March, was taken up, and the Sevaie refused to 
concur by u vote of 30 wo 18. 


House or Representatives.—Civil and Di- 
plomaiic Bil.—ihe aweudwents of Senate to 
this Dil were referred to tne Committe on Ways 
and Means. 

Census of 1850.—Mr. Palfrey obtained the 
unanimueus consent of the Huuse to introduce a 
billfor making wurravgements for taking the se- 
venth census. ['l'be viil proposes to establish a 
ccusus board, tv be Compused of some vi the 
highest othces of the Goverument, which should, 
duimg the recess, have prepared a series ol 
schedules, under their direction. } 

The bill was mtroduced, read a third time, 
and passed. 

Wisconsin Resolutions—Mr. Darling presented 

the resviutions oi the Legistature of Wisconsin, 
on the subject of slavery aud the slave trade (see 
poge 191); which were Jaid on the table aud or- 
de.ed lo ve printed, 
_ Duties in Mexico.—The House refused to re- 
consider the Vole of yesierday on the bill provi- 
ding jor the setuemeut of the accounts of the 
officers who collected duties in Mcxico. 

Mr. Vinton addressed the Huuse in favor of 
the recousiveraltion, repealing the arguments ad- 
vanced by him on a former occasion iw reierence 
to the powers of the President, under the cir- 
cumstances of this case. ‘The object of tne re- 
cousideration 1s to incorporate in this bill a 


deciuration that its passage should not be under- | 


Sigod a6 a0 admission ov the partol the House 
of the authority of the President to Jay these du- 
tics. This done, he would yield a willing sup- 


treaty—was offered and adopted. 








| 








Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas, then proposed an 
| amendment providing for the payment of all con- 
| tracts made by the delegations tor council fees in 
prosecuting their claims against the United States, 
—which was rejected. 

Mr. White proposed to strike out all that rela- 
ted to an issuc of Treasury Notes and insert au 
thority to borrow $5,000,000, for which stock may 
be issued,as unver the act of July 21, 1841; 
| which was also rejected. 
| Mr. Thompson, of Pennsylvania, proposed to 
amend by inserting a provision that all claims for 
clothing, subsistence, and advances, against the 
old Cherokee settiers, should be allowed and paid 
/Oul of the sum due under the ‘Treaty; which 
was also rejected. 

An amendment to strike out five millions and in- 
sert seven millions was also rejected. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Vinton; when Mr. Thompson called tor a 
division of the question, and muved to strike out 
that part which gave authority to issue ‘l'reasury 
Notes. ‘The motion to strike out was disagreed 
lo—ayes SU, noes 6u. 

The amendment was thea agreed to-—ayes 73, 
noes 40, and the amendment was reported to the 
House. 

Alter the announcement that the Senate had 
suspended the 16ih Joint Rule, so far as to allow 
the transmission o! bilis between the two Houses 
which have been passed this day, and the cuncur- 
rence therein by the House, there was a recess. 








LIST OF ACTS 
Passed:at the Second Session of the Thirlieth Con- 
gress. 


PRIVATE. 


An act for the relief of Joshua Barney, U. S. 
agent. 

An act for the relief of B. O. Payne, of Albany, 
New York. 

An act for the relief of the citizens of Cedar 
Bluff, in the State of Alabama, and for other 
purposes. 

An act for the relief of Joel Thacker. 

Ao act for the relief of Mary G. Leverett. 

An act for the relief of James Morehead. 

An act for the relief of Major Charlies Larra- 
bee. 

An act for the relief of Capt. Alexander Mc- 
Ewen. 

An act for the relief of David Thomas, of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

An act for the relief of John P. Skinner and 
the legal representatives of lsaac Green. 

An act-for the relief of Dr. Adolphus Wislize~- 
ous. 

An act for the relief of Wm. Gott. 

An act for the relief of Edwaru Quinn. 
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An act for the relief of Robert Ramsey. 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth S. Cobbs, 
An act for the relief of Daniel Robinson. 

An act for the relief of Jesse Washington Jac. 
son. 
An act for the relief of Mrs. Anne W. Angus. 
An act for the relief of Elizabeth Mays, 

An act for the relief of Nancy Tompkins. 

An act for the relief of James Glynn ang 
others. 

An act for the relief of James H. Conley. 

An act for the relief of Jesse Young. 

An act for the relief of Stephen Champlin. 
An act for the relief of William De Buys, lat, 
postmaster at New Orieans. 

An act for the relief of William Fuller ang 
Orlando Salimarsh. 

An act for the relief of Esther Russell. 

An act for the relief of Reuben Perry anq 
Thos. P. Ligon. 

An act for the relief of the owners of the Spa. 
nish brig Restaurador. 

An act for the relief of Anthony Bessee. 

An act for the relief of -G. F. de la Roche and 
William P. S. Sanger. 

An act for the relief of Zilpha White. 

Ano act for the relief of Hugh Riddle. 

An act for the relief of Thomas Badger. 

An act for the relief of Archibald Bell and L. 
S. Finch. 

Ao act for the relief of Noah A. Phelps. 

An act for the relief of Charles Waldron. 

An act for the reliet of Col. Robert Wallace, 
aid-de-camp to Gen. William Hull. 

Au act amendatory of the act entitled ‘*An act 
amendatory of the act entitled ‘An act to incor- 
porate the Provident Association of Cierks in the 
Civil Departments of the Governinent of the 
United States, in the District of Columbia,’ ” ap- 
proved March 3, 1825. 

An act for the relief of James B. Davenport. 
Ao act for the relief of Elisha ‘Thomason. 

An act for the relief of James P. Sexton and 
Joshua Holden. 

An actio confirm Elizabeth Burriss, her heirs 
or assigns, in their title to a tract of Jand. 

An act for the relief of Simon Rodriguez. 

Aa act for the relief of Marcus Fultou John: 
son. 

An act supplemental to the act approved the 
6in day of July, 1845, entitled “ An act coofiru- 
ing certain Jand claims in Louisiana.” 

An act for the relief of Joseph Bryan. 

Anact for the relief of the heirs of William 
Evans. 

An act for the relief of Wm. Fuller and Chas. 
Savage. 

Au act for the relief of John Percival, captain 
in the navy of the United States. 

An act granting a pension to John Morrison. 

An act tor the relief of John Hiobart. 

An act for the relief of Win, Harding. 

Av act for the relief of Sarah D. Caldwell, 
wife of James H. Brigham. 

An act jor the rejief of John B. Smith, and S:- 
meon Darden. 

An act for the relief of A. C. Bryan and others. 

An act for the relief of Captain Dan Drake 
Henrie. 

Ano act for the relief of Eliza A. Mullon. 

An act lo extend certain privileges to the town 
of Whitehall, in the Siate oi New York. 

An act for the relief of Philip J. Fontane. 

An act for the relief of Levi H. Carson, aud fur 
other purposes. 

An act lor the relief of E. B, Cogswell. 

An act jor the reiief of James Y. Smith. 

An act granting a half section of land for the 
use of scuools within fractional townships nine- 
ieen south of range eighteen west, county ol 
Lowndes, State of Mississippi. 

An act for the relief of ‘thomas T. Gamage. 

An act for the relief of Salsy Darby, of Rat- 
doiph county, and State of Georgia. 

Au act for the relief oi Cuaries Wilson. 

An act for the relief of Solomon Davis. 

An act for the rejiel of Peter M. Grant. 

An act lor the relief of Sizur 8. Caufield. 

An actfor the relief of the legal representa: 
tives of Captain George R. Shoemaker. 

An act tor the reliet of Charies Beans. 

An act for the relief of James Norris, and for 
other purposes. 

An act jor the relief of Charles McLane, of 
Missouri. 

An act for the relief of James Fugate. 

An act for the relief of Jonn J. Young, a com 
mander in the Navy of the United States. 








An act for the relief of George Newton. 4 








An act for the relief of John Cainpbell. 
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An act for the relief of John Savage. 

An act for the relief of Wm. H. Wilson. 

An act for the relief of Andrew Flanegan. 

An act for the relief of Wm. P. Yonge. 

An act for the relief of Lowry Williams. 

An act for the relief of Mary Buck. 

An act for the relief of Amelia Couvillier, of 
Louisiana. : 

An act for the relief of John W. Hockett. 

An act for the relief of H. Carrington, execu- 
tor of Paulina Le Grand, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Peter Shaffer. 

An act for the relief of Polly Alcrich. 

An act for the relief of Eve Boggs. 

An act for the relief of James H. Noble. 

An act for the relief of Hervey Jones. 

An act for the relief of Satterlee Clark. 

An act for the relief of Daniel Wilson. 

An act to settle the title of certain tracts of 
jand in the State of Arkansas. 

An act to incorporate the Oak Hill Cemetery 
in the District of Columbia, 

An act for the relief of the President and Di- 
rectors of the Union Bank of Florida. 

An act for the relief of Sidney Flower, of 
Louisiana, and for other purposes. 

An act for the relief of John T. Ohl. 

An act for the relief of Maurice R. Simmons. 

An act for the relief of Catharine Ciark. 

An act for the relief of Polly Dameron, widow 
of Charles Dameron, deceased, 

An act to authorize the citizens of Ozark coun- 
ty, of Missouri, to enter Jess than a quarter sec- 
tion of jland for the seat of justice in said county. 

An act for the relief of Samuel A. Grier. 

An act to authorize the Secretary of War to 
make reparation for the killing of a Caddo boy by 
yolunteer troups in Texas. 

An act to authorize the issuing of a register or 
enrolment to the ship Annie Telit. 

An act in addition to the act entitled * An act 
(o weorporate the Washington, Alexandria, and 
Georgetown steam packet company. 

An act to provide for the final settlement of the 
accounts of Abraham Edwards, register of the 
land office at Kala.wazoo, Michigan. 

An act for the relief of Alexander Montgome- 
ry, Captain and assistant quarlermaster of the 
army. 

Au act for the relief of Thomas W. Chinn and 
others. 

An act for the relief of James F. Sothoron. 

Ao act for the relief of Peter Capella, adminis- 
trator of Audrew Capella, deceased, and lor the 
relief of Johu Caho, and for the relief of Elijah 
Petty and Hannah Petty his wife, heirs of Juno 
Beard in, deceased. 

An act for the relief James G. Carson. 

An act for the relief of Henry D. Garrison. 

An act for the relief ofthe owners ol the Schr. 
Ticome. 

Av act for the relief of P. Chouteau, Jr., and 
company. 

An act to provide for the final settlement of the 
accouits of Thomas C. Sneidon, late receiver of 
public moneys at Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

Au act for the relief of Nehemiah Brush. 

An act for the relief of Ww. L. Wigent. 

An act to allow subsistence to certain Arkansas 
and other volunteers who have been prisoners of 
war in Mexico, 

An act tor the relief of Wm. Plummer, execu- 
‘or of Starkey Armstead, deceased. 

An act fur the relief of James M. Scantland. 

An act for the reliet James Hotchkiss. 

_Ad act continuing the peusion granted to Pat- 
rick Walker. 

An act tor the relief of Thomas Talbot and 
Others. 

Au act to compensate John M. Moore. 

An act for the relief of Mary Macrea, widow 
of Lieut. Col. Wm. Macrea, late of the U. States 
Army, deceased. 

Au actior the relief of Jeanette C. Hunting- 
ton, widow and sole execuirix of Wm. D. Cheey- 
tr, deceased. 

Au act for the relief of Timothy Cavan. 

An act for the relief of Creed, Vayior. 

An act for the relief of the forward officers of 
the late exploring expedition. 

An act tor the relief of Joseph F. Caldwell. 

An act for the relief of Thomas Douglas, jate 
United States Attorney for East Florida. 

An act to provide for the settlement of the 
claim of Henry Washington, late a deputy sur- 
Veyor of the public jands in Florida. 

Ab act for the relief of George Center. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Jean F. 
Perry, Josiah Bleakley, Nicholas Garrot, and Ro- 
bert Morrisoa. 
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An act granting a pension to Bethiah Healy, 
widow of George Healy, deceased. 

An act to relinquish the reversionary interest 
of the United States in a certain Indian reserva- 
tion in the State of Alabama. 

Joint resolution concerning the settlement of 
the accounts of Wm. Speiden, purser in the navy 
of the United States. « 

Joint resolution for the relief of J. Melville 
Gillas and others. 

Joint resolution authorizing a settlement of the 
accounts of Thomas M. Howe, late pension agent 
at Pittsburg, upon equitable grinciples. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John B. Nevitt, 
of Adams county, Mississippi. 

Joint resolution for the relief of H. M. Barny. 

A resolution to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to make an equitable settlement with 
the sureties of Robert I’. Lytle, late surveyor 
general of the district of Ohio. 

A resolution respecting the claims of A. S. and 
A. W. Benson. 
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REPORT 


Of the Committee of Ways and Means in the House of 
Representatives on the subject of Manufactures, and 
‘“‘the expediency of reporting a tariff bill based 
upon the principles of the tariff of 1842,” subnit- 
ted to Congress on the 28th February, through Mr. 
Hudson : 


Nearly one hundred petitions and memorials, 
mostly from the State of Pennsylvania, bearing 
the signatures of about twenty five hundred citi- 
zens, have been referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. These petitions set forth 
‘‘ that the manufacturing and mining interests of 
the State are suffering great depression, and ir 
some instances are threatened with entire pros- 
tration, in consequence, as they believe, of the 
insufficient duties imposed upon articles of fo- 
reign manufacture.” They further represent 
‘‘ that as a result of this state of affairs our far- 
mers have been deprived of vaiuable home mar- 
kets, that large numbers of our mechanics and 
laborers have been thrown out of employment, 
and that the drain of specie consequent upon 
heavy importatious, has imjuriously affected our 
whole mercantile community. These evils, they 
believe, must continue, and increase so jong as 
our present tariff policy remains in force.” 

The House, also, by a resolution, bas instruc- 
ted the Committee ‘to inquire into the expe- 
diency of reporting a tariff bill based upon the 
principles of the tariff of 1842.” While the Com- 
mittee are of the opinion that, for want of time 
and proper information in relation to the nume- 
rous details of a bill, it is uot expedient at this 
lime to attempt a revision of our revenue system, 
they are strongly impressed with the belief that 
the day is not far distant when the wants of the 
Government and the people will call for such a 
revision. And while the Committee are satis- 
fied that the present condition of the country 
does not require rales of duty as high, in many 
respects, as those of the tariff of 1842, and that 
many ol the details of that bill should be changed, 
they believe that tLe principles on which that 
system was founded are sound in themselves, and 
ought never to be abandoned. 

‘That Act, as we understand it, was a revenue 
measure adapted to the wants of the Governmeut 
and of the people ; affording suitable protection 
to the toiling mullions, while it supplied the de- 
mands of the treasury. The antagunism which 
is supposed to exist between revenue aud pro- 
lection, your Committee entirely discard. We 
believe that the wants of the Government and 
the wants of the peopie are periectly coincident. 
We repudiate altogetuer that monarchial view 
of the subject which would set up the govern- 
ment as a separate independent body, having no 
common sympathy with the people, and an iute- 
rest distinct from them. Such notions belong to 
other periods and to other countries ; and should 
not be cherished for a moment in this country in 
this enlighte: ed age. We believe that that sys- 
lem of protection is the best, which gives a reve- 
nue sufficient lor the wanis of the Government, 
and that that is the wisest sysiem of revenue, 
which will protect the labor and increase the 
resources of the country. The policy of every 
enlightened financier is lo raise his D.eans in suc 
a@ manner, as to bear as lightly upon the people 
as possible, Ji your tax exhausts their resources, 
and 60 diminishes their ability to meet your de- 
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mand in future, it proves conclusively that your 
system is defective and ought to be abandoned. 

As the wants of the government are annual, 
the wise financier will, above all things, seek to 
increase the ability of the people to meet this 
annual demand. To this end he will so adjust his 
financial system as to protect the labor, stimu- 
late the industry, and develope the resources of 
the country. Knowing that a diversity of em- 
ployments will best promote that object, instead 
of striving to build up one great interest, or to 
increase the production of one great staple, he 
will rather strive to turn industry into every 
channel, so that all ages and sexes, in every 
clime and situation, may find employment suited 
to their capacity and condition. As the annual 
product of the labor of the country will amount 
to at least one-eighth of its wealth, any system 
which will increase the productiveness of labor, 
would add materially to the taxable property of 
the country. 

According to Professor Tucker, a good free 
trade authority, the products of the United States 
in 1840 amounted to $1.063,184,0U0. The vatu- 
ral increase of population and productiveness 
would swell this amount at the present time to 
$1,310,000,000. If we should deduct from \his six 
per cent. as the interest of capital which goes 
into the product, which would be a very liberal 
allowance, it would reduce the annual wealth of 
labor to $1,231,0J0,000. Any financial system 
which should add six per cent. to the value 
and productiveness of labor, would increase the 
wealth of the nation $73,884,000 annually, being 
more than twice the awount which any one 
would think of obtaining from Customs. Or if 
we adopt the estimate of Mr, Secrerary Waiker, 
and set down the production of labor at $3,0UU,- 
00U,000, and go through the same prucess, it 
would give us $169,000,000 as the annual in- 
crease of wealih: being more than five times 
the amount of revenue ever collected from cus- 
toms in a single year. A judicious tariff, there- 
fore, would protect Jabvor, stimulate industry, 
and so develupe the resuurces of the country, as 
lo increase the wealih of the people, while it 
should meet all the demands of the goverument. 

The Committee cannot agree with the honora- 
ble Secretary of the Treasury in his annual re- 
port, that a protective tariff is, of necessity, a 
a tax upon the labor of the country, and that it 
tends to reduce the wages of labor. On the con- 
trary, we are satisfied that a wise imposition of 
duties, by turning indu-try into new cuanuels, 
will create a greater demand for labor, and the 
rate of wages will rise with the demand, and 
that the capital thus accumulated will seek in- 
vestments in new enterprises, and that the la- 
borer will reap his full share of the advantages. 
Equally unsound is his position that true econowy 
in ali cases requires us to buy im the cheapest 
market. ‘The cheapest market lor purchase muy 
be the poorest market for sale; and tlese may 
counteract each other. The terms of payment 
may also render the higher price the most ecuno- 
nomical in many cases. ‘The hardy pioneer in 
the west would prefer to give filly per cent. wore 
jor an implement of husbandry, cr an article 
of clothing, if he could pay in produce at his 
own cabin, than if he were required to pay in 
specie. ‘The homely adage of our country tar- 
mers and wechanics, that they ‘* must get Lhiugs 
in their own line,;’ contains more political eco- 
nomy than many of the speculations of the hono- 
rable Secretary. The tarmer or mechawic, by 
gelling things in his own line, can turn many 
articies to a goud account which would other- 
wise be useless, and give a value to a portion 
of the time which wuuld, uuder other circum- 
stances, be lost; and though the article thus ub- 
tained may nowminal’y cost him more than cash 
price at the mart of trave, yet to bim it is an 
economical arrangement, and one which conatri- 
bules to his wealth. 

sbe same principle applies to nations. The 
cheapest market is uot always the most advania- 
geous in the end. What we produce by ex:ra 
labor, or by converting materials which wouid 
be otherwise lust, into va.uable commodities, is 
s0 much addition to the wealth of the nation. 
This principle may be illustrated by many exum- 
pies which actually exist. ‘Take the article of 
straw goods, uf which we imporied more than 
$1,191,000 the last year. Aduut, if you please, 
iuat we can purchase hats, borneis, and flats, ten 
per cent. cheaper at Legtiorn, or Florence, or in 
any foreign country, than they can be gianiace 
tured im this; still 1 would be good economy to 
encourage this species of industry at home. 1 his 
department of manufactures gives employment 
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to thousands of women and chiidren, and so con- 
verts labor which would otherwise be lost into 
capital, and thus adds to the national wealth, 
while it gives a comfortable support to a class of 
our population which might otherwise become 
paupers. Ready made clothing and hosiery, of 
which we imported Jast year $3,197,000, furnish 
another example in point. if a-suit of clothes 
made in this country cost the wearer ten percent. 
more than they could be procured for abroad, he 
himse!f may be remunerated by the employment 
given to the poor and destitute in our own coun- 
try, which might save them from pauperism and 





on the other hand, any policy which tends to de- 
press any one great interest, will in the end prove 
injurious toevery other. Itis as true in the body 
politic as in the human body—* If one member 
suffers, all the members suffer with it.” 

To adjust a revenue system to the wants of all 
these classes, to protect the labor and encourage 
the enterprise of the wholt people, requires the 
utmost care, and merits the most discriminating 
attention. A broad and liberal view should be 
taken of every interest ; the wants of the govern- 
ment should be carefully considered, the direc- 


| tion and tendency offtrade, the laws by which the 


crime. Any policy which gives employment to; commerce of the world is governed, the policy of 


the poor, not only contributes to their comfort, 
and saves the public from a pauper tux, but ac- 
tually increases the wealth of the country. It 
18a natrow and mistaken policy which would 
procure everything from abroad, because its first 
cost might be a fraction less than it could be ow- 
tained tor athome. If the farmer upon the rug- 
ged soil of New England should retuse to plant 
aud sow, because grain could be produced cheaper 
on the fruitiul prairies of the West, he would 
soon find that his inability to purchase would 
place even those cheap products beyond his reach. 
Such a pulicy is as ruimoys to a nation as to au 
dividual. 

Nor is ita hardship of which the citizen has 
any reason to complain, that he is deprived of the 
benefits of a market in which he can purchase 
cheapest. ‘These are considerations of a national 
character—objects of State, to which all good citi- 
zeus are Duuud to submit. A merchant might 
ob.ain his gouds ata Jower rate, if be could 
smuggle them into the country, or by false in- 
voices evade the payment of one half of the pre- 
sentcuty. But he tas no Jegal or moral right to 
do it; because it would be detrauding the govern- 
ment, and wwilicting an injury upen the people. 
Jo time of war it might be profitable to au iudi- 
vidual to trade with the enemy ; but as this might 
lend to prolong the war, be tas no right to do it. 
This is well understood, and will be readily ad- 
mitted by every intelligent citizen. Now this 
piinciple applies in all us force to the subject 
belore us = di the protective policy gives emyploy- 
Ment to our own people, adds lo the wages aiid 
productivevess Ol tavur, and enhances the wealth 
oi the pulion, an individual bas ne more reason to 


'the parental 


the nations with which we are commercially 
connected,—their internal condition, the worth 
of their capital, and the wages of their labor,and 
whatever else distinguishes each country,—all 
this should be carefully considered in adjusting 
our revenue system, The committee need not 
say that the multiplicity of their labors, and the 
shortness of the session, prevent their giving to 
this subject, at tnis time, the examination which 
ils importance demands. We have time only to 
present some brief considerations, which natural- 
ly present themselves to their minds. While it 
is admitted that each of the great industrial 
classes in the community is equally entitled to 
regard of the government, each 
should be fostered in a manner suited to ils con- 
dition. The shipping interest should De encour- 
aged by giving a preference to American bot- 
tums, and by increasing, as far us possible, the 
coasting and internal trade of the country, where 
foreign shipping is entuely exciuded. A judi- 
cious Imposition of duties tends to promote the 
prosperity of the navigating interests. While 








the duty on coal, for example, is low, as it is at 
present, and a considerable portion of our supply, 
|especially in our Northern cities, is obtaimed 
| from the British Provinces, the carrying is divi- 
'ded between our own and British shipping; but 
| with increased duties our whole supply upun tue 
Atlantic would be obtained from Peunsylvamia 


| and Virginia, and this would vot only give em- 


ployment to our mimers, bul secure to our ship- 
ping the carrying ; and thus a double advautaze 
| would be secured to our ciliZens. 

Aud what is true in this case, will be found 
‘true in many others. A liberal encouragement 


com plain ihat he is cut off trom the Cheapest | to our manulactures would prowote the naviga- 
market for his purchases, than he would have that | ting interest in a variety of ways. By reducing 


he is preventey trom trading with the enemy in 
time of war. Jn both cases, what might be a 


privatron for the time being, would prove a na- 


tional blessing On the Whole, of which he and all 
olhers would partake, 


(the duly on the raw materials used in Mauulac- 
tures, you not only increase vur imports of these 


weighty and bulky than the manufactured gouds, 
you also increase the freight, and thus give em- 


 aptioies, but, as the raw materials are more 


The first object in providing for the wants of ployment to our shipping. Nor is this ali; many 


the government, should be tu adopt a system of 
revenue which will be most productive ol the 
prosperity of the country, In such a system nu 
one calling should engiuss the fostering care ol 
the government; but every interest shuuld be 
provided lor as fur as possible. 


}ol these articles thus brought into the-couutry, 
|when manulactured are exported, and in this 
| way a double advantage is secured to our com- 
‘meree. During the Jast year we exported manu. 
‘factured articles to the amount of $12,981,000— 


The capitalist | being wore than one-tenth of our entre domes- 


thould be protected in his property, and the la- | lic export, and the greater part of this Consisteu 


burer in his Wages. As ihe wealth of a nation 
Cunsists, 1) a greal degree, in its labor, the toli- 


Ig Millions merit the special care ol the govern- 


meul, and their prosperity, above ali things, 
should be sought. Upou their prosperity the wel- 
fare ol the country wainly depends. But, though 
jabor, in every departwent ot industry, merits 
é€qual allentiun, its Claims can be best exauined 
and its wants provided ior, when considered in 
classes. A great error prevails in the communi- 
ty in relativn to the effects of a tariff upon the dif- 
Jerent classes of laborers. Some have vainly 
supposed that none bul manufactures proper, had 
avy interest in the protective policy. If the 
Cummittee eulertained this idea, they would 
abandon that policy allogether. ‘trough the 
mavulacturers are a large and respectable class 
of our cilizens, We Would countenance no pulicy 
which would build them up upon the ruins, or to 
the injury of olher and more numerous classes. 
We believe that the common mechanics and the 
artisans Who are dispersed over the whole coun- 
iry, and whose lavurs are required in every vil- 
Jage in the land, have as vitai an interest in the 
Awerican System, as the manufacturers. In fact, 
we believe thal the mining aud bavigating mler- 
esis, and the lar more Dumerous Class which are 
engaged in agriculture, the parent calling of our 
race, demand a modification of our preseul reve- 
Due system. ‘There is, we believe, such a com- 
muuily of interest among those engaged in the 
different industrial pursuils in this country, that 


whatever promotes permanently the interests of | found to exist in our great commercial empo- 


one class, will redound to the benefit of all ; and | 


{ 
| 


oi goods made whully or in part of materials 
brought from abroad. Encouraging domestic 
production and an interchange of commodities 
between the Siales, adds greatly lo our coasting 
and injaod trade. The hides which are seut 
Jvown the Mississippi to New Ox: leans, and thence 
conveyed coastwise to Massachusetis, where 
they are tanned with bark from Maine, and then 
returned in the form of bvots and shoes to New 
Orleans, furnish Ove among a thousand instances 
that could be named, in which our own carriers 
reap an advantage [rom domestic manufactures. 
The importance of our cousting and internal 





| trade is too frequently uverlooked, when speak- 


ing of the interests of navigation, Mr. Waiker 


jin bis annual report submitted December 9, 


| 1847, estimates the interchanges between the 
States al 900,000,000, a large sharge of which 
is the resull of domestic wanufactures. Any 
system which encourages labor and promotes 
ibe prosperity of the country must increase the 
exchauges between the different sections of the 
| Union, and hence contribute to commercial pros- 
perity. The sail could not be spread were not 
the hemp manulactured; the ship could not be 
freighted, af the furrow were not turned. 

This part of our subject 1s so well understood 
by the i. telligent, far-seeimg individuals engaged 
/m commerce and navigation, that you wiil find 
| Our largest ship Owners, avd most of our mleili- 
gent merchants, advocates of the protective po- 
lucy. The only exception to this general rule is 





rium; and this 38 easily accounted for from the 











fact that three-fourths of the commerce of New 
York from this side of the Cape of Good Hope 
is on foreign account. 

The great interests of agriculture should } 
no means be overlooked. But the protectio, 
here is not so direct as it is with reference tp 
some other interests. Some of the products of 
the soil, however, require as much protection a, 
any other articles. Hemp is an implement pro. 
duct of the soil, and one, too, which is intimately 
connected with one arm of our national defence. 
and its production should be encouraged not only 
for purposes of State, but for the benefit of ih, 
grower, and for the convenience of our commer. 
cial marine. Cotton, the great staple of the 
South, may not require any protection for ji, 
own sake ; but any system which encourages 
manufactures in this country, creates a greater 
demand for that article, and so tends to enhance 
the price. Besides, encouraging mabulactures 
and the mechanic arts, diversifies labor, and 
calls off thousands from the cultivation of cotton, 
The low price of that article shows most concly. 
sively that too large a share of the Southern po. 
pulution are engaged in the employment; and 
any system which should withdraw a portion of 
lavor from growing cotton, would make their Ja. 
ber more productive, and enable them to realize 
more profits fro a less amount of cotton. Again, 
a suilable eucouragement held out to the sugar 
planter would naturally convert some of their 
cotion fields into sugar plantations, and not only 
the sugar, but the cotton interest, would even- 
tually be benefitted thereby. A protective duly 
upon wool operates directly in tavor of shicep 
busbandry ; and as the mountain ranges through 
our whole country, and the vast prairies of the 
West are admirably adapted tu the growing of 
wool, this interest, which is destined to be vue 
of greal imporiauce to the couutry, should be 
caretully cherished. 

The agricultural interest is also promoted by a 
reasunavie duly upon iron and cual. ‘These arii- 
cles, in the bowels of the earth, are of no possidie 
value to the country, but when they are Drought 
oul by buman skill and labor, they become Valu 
able to the nation in a great variety of ways, 
Iron has always been regarded a3 au article 1: 
dispeusable tu national delence 5 and in the pre- 
Sent state ol steam Navigation, Cual Is scarcely 
less so. For those purposes aluue, tuese interests 
commend themselves tv public consideration. la 
conection with the latwiog interest, they are 
equally important. Irou and coai are irequentiy 
ivuund at a distance irom the market where tle 
price of jand is low, and where provi-:ions aie 
cheap. ‘The opening of these mines crealesa 
new aod importaut demand for agricultural pro- 
ducts, aod Su euhauces she vaiue ul real estate in 
those regions. ‘he importance of the progiuily 
of a market can hardly oe overrated. We lave 
iands iy Our Counlry of the same iutrinsic worih 
fur agricuilurai purposes, which will sell lor irom 
$2 lu $2UU per acre, Simply with reference to the 
ueuruess ol the murkel, 

Bul the great value of manufactures to the ag: 
ricullural imlerest Consisis in the mariKet licy 
vpen lor the products of the suil, ‘Taking tie 
census Of 1340 as the basis, aud allowimg tor le 
natural increase of population, those at the pice 
sent day engaged 10 manulactures, mechanic alls, 
aud mining, cannot be less than 1,100,000, and 
lu this numoer We may salely add 1U per ceul. lof 
domestics lor the Javurers employed about tlie 
establishments, and in doing their teaming aud 
transportation. ‘This would make 1 210,0UU, avd 
if we allow that three-hiths of these Jaouiels 
have families, we should, on a fair esumate, have 
at Jeast 4,0U00,UU0 of our population cunnecicd 
with Mauulactures and Ming. ‘These must e 
supplied with agricultural products; and as five 
bustiels of wheal per head wouid be but a rea 
sunable allowance, they would cousume 2U,UUU,- 
UUU of busbels annually, which would be one-iiih 
oi the entire wheat crop ol the country, aller 
deducting the quautity required for seed. ‘16 
same principles will apply to other articles of 
vegelavie loud. ‘Those engaged in these emplo)- 
meuls Must have meat as well as bread, and Ue 
ing about one-fiith of the population oi the cout: 
iry, tuey will require one-fiith of the provisions 
of all Kinds raised in the country, Such a mat 
ket is ail important to the Ullers of the soil. 

We are aware tbat much is said at the presen! 
day of the great demand abroad for our agricul 
\ural products, and the idea seems to be enlel 


tained by sume, that the domestic market Is of 
bul Jitue account to the grain growing portion o 


the country. But ali such impressions grow out 
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of a limited and partial view of the subject. If 
we take the export of wheat and wheat flour for 
the last eighteen years to all foreign coun- 
tries, it will average only 7,523,400 bushels, and 
its value will average only $8,647,700 a year. 
And this includes the year 1847, when, by the 
unprecedented famine abroad, we exported more 
than four times the average quantity. If we ex- 
clude that year, the average since 1830, would 
pe only 6,419,300 bushels, at a value of $7,147,- 
000. Even in the year ending the first of July 
jast, the first five months of which reached back 
upon the period of scarcity in Europe, we ex- 
poried but 12,631,300 bushels, valued at $15,863,- 
000, being Jess than half the quantity aud value 
of the preceding year. In 1847, we exported 
26,312,400 bushels of wheat in the form of wheat 
and flour; but that being the year of the famine 
abroad, it cannot safely be taken into the account 
in our calculations for the future. We have al 
ready seen that in the year 1848, the export fell 
off more than one half. When the famine and 
other causes of an artificial character shall have 
passed away, our export of wheat and flour will 
probably return to near the former average. At 
ary rate we know that those engaged in manu- 
factures and mining in this country consume five 
times as much agricultural produce, as the whol 
amount we send abroad. If we allow but] 
cents a day for agricultural products consumed 
by the 4,000,0(0 of inhabitants connected with 
these callings, it will give us a grand total of 
$146,000,000 annually ; being $108,275,457 more 
than the whole amount of animal and vegetable 
food sent abroad last year, whem our export was 
unusually large. ‘These facts show most conclu- 
sively the importance of the home market to the 
cultivators of the soil. 

Avother great advantage of the domestic over 


never know beforehand how much to sow.— 
Though that district might in a given number of 
years take the same amount of flour as Lowell 
or Pittsburgh, yet as their wants would depend 
upon the crops in Europe, they would take but 
25,000 one year, and 75,000 the next; so that 
the grower in Ohio could make no safe estimate 
in advance how much seed to commit to the 
earth. If he should sow the usual or average 
quantily from year to year, he would, in one in- 
stance, have a surplus of 25,000 barrels, and in 
the other a deficit of the same amount. 

Every practical man will see at once that the 
county which should supply Lowell or Pitts- 
burgh would enjoy a decided advantage over the 
county which should depend upon the inanufac- 
turing district in Great Britain. In fact, every 
view we can take of the subject, shows the ad- 
vantage of the home over the foreign market. 

(To be Continued.) 


the introduction of slavery into the colonies, un- 
der the authority of our British ancestors, lament 
that a single slave treads our soil, deplore the 
necessity of the continuance of slavery in any of 
the States, regard the institution as a great evil 
to both races, and would rejoice in the adoption 
of any safe, just and practicable plan for the re- 
moval of all slaves from amongus. Hitherto no 
such satisfactory plan has been presented. When, 
on the occasion of the formation of our present 
Constitution of Kentucky, in 1799, the question 
of the gradual emancipation of slavery in that 
State was agitated, its friends had to encounter a 
great obstacle, in the fact that there then existed 
no established colony, to which they could be 
transported. Now, by the successful establish- 
ment of flourishing colonies on the Western coast 
of Africa, that difficulty has been obviated. And 
I confess that, without indulging in any undue 
feelings of superstition, it does seem to me that 











it may have been among the dispensations of 
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plan of emancipation. 
New Orleans, Feb. 17, 1849. 


Letter or Henry Ciay:—Containing his 
views and opinions on the subject of slavery, and the 


Providence to permit the wrongs, under which 
Africa has suffered, to be inflicted, that her chil- 


ee |dren might be returned to their original home, 





civilized, imbued with the benign spirit of Chris- 
lianity, and prepared ullimately to redeem that 
great Continent trom barbarism and idolatry. 
Without undertaking to judge from auy other 
State, it was in my opinion in 1799 that Ken- 
tucky was in a condition to adm:t of the gradual 


Dear Sir :—Prior to my departure from home 
in December last, in behalf cf yourself and other 
friends, you obtained from me a promise to make 
a public exposition of my views and opinions 
upon a grave and important question, which, it 
was then anticipated, would be much debated and 
considered by the people of Kentucky, during 
this year, in consequence of the approaching 
Convention, summoned to amend their present 





the foreign market is, its permanency. A glance 
gt our exports will show the fluctuating, unsta- 
ble character of the foreign market. in 1838 
we exported 1,319,000 bushels of wheat; im 
1839, 4,680,000 bushels; and in 1840, 11,196,0uU0 
bushels; 19 1045, the export fell down to 6,365,- | 
VOU bushels; tne next year it ruse to 13,060 UUU 
bushels; the year following it went up lo 26,- 
292,0U0 ; and jast year ii came down tv 12,561,- 
UUU, bemg a falling off of more than one-hall in 
asingle year. Such is the character ot the fo- 
reign market for our breadstuils. When the crop 
is guod on the Eastern Continent they want but 
lide comparatively from us; but when their 
crops fail them, they louk to us for a considera- 
ble portion of their supply. While an uncertain 
fluctuating market is i jurious to every class of 
producers, it is peculiariy so to the producers of 
agricultural products. Grain is the product of 
a year, aud the farmer must make his calcula- 
lion for the amount of his supply, when he sows 
his seed. It he sees, two or three months before 
harvest, that the demand will be great or other- 
wise, he cannot increase or diminish his ciop. 
lf the demand be great he has nota sufficieut 
quantily to meet it; if it be small, he may have 
a surplus leit upon his hands, which will reduce 
the value of his whole crop. Many articies ol 
agriculture, like the potato, are perishable in 
their nature, aud will last but a single season, 
and hence the necessity of a constaut certain 
matket. Many articles of manufacture may be 
the product of a month, or a week, and hence 
the manufacturer Can, al short notice, increase 
bis production to meet the demand ; and his pro- 
ducts, being more imperi:hable than provisions, 
can be kept longer in case there is no ready sale. 
But the farmer must depend in a great degree 
upon the demand of the year, and if be looks 
avroad for a market, he never knows at seed 
time what will ve the demand at harvest. 

But while the foreign market is thus fluctua- 
ting and uncertain, the home market is constant 
and sure. The four millions in the midst of us, 
engaged in manuiactures and mining, will want 
their supply annually, and they look to the 
American farmer alone for that supply. Sup- 


home, and owing to that cause, and my confine- 





pose that the manufacturers at Loweil or at 


Pittsburgh should require 30,000 barrels of flour | 


annually, and a certain manulacturing district in 
Great Britain should require the same average 
amount of Amer:can flour—the county in Ohio 
for example, which should supply Lowell or 
Pittsburgh, would have a certaim market ; the 
growers would know before they sowed their 
seed what quantity of land to put under wheat 
culture ; they could calculate with a good de- 
gree of certainty, and shape their means to their 
ends. Butthe county which should supply the 
manufacturing district in Great Britain would 


Constitution. 1 was not entirely well when | left 


| ment several weeks, during my sojourn in this 





me, I have beew delayed in the fulfilment of my 
promise, which 1 now propose to execute. 

‘lhe question, to which I allude, is whether | 
African Slavery, as it now exists in Kentucky, | 
shall be left to a perpetual or indefinite contiwu- 
ance, or some provision shall be made, in the 
new Constitution, fur ils gradual and ultimate 
extinction ? 

A few general observations will suffice my pre- 
sent purpose, wilhout entering on the whole sub- 
ject of slavery, under ali its bearings and in every 
aspectof it. 1am aware that there are respec- 
tuble persons who believe that slavery is a biess- 
ing, that the institution ought to exist in every 
well organized society, and that it is even favor- 
able to the preservation of liberty. Happily, the 


| city, from the effects of an accident which betel | 
| 


/number who entertain these extravagant cpinions 


is not very greal, and the time would be uselessly 
occupied in the elaborate refutation of them. 1 
would, howover, remark that, if slavery be 
fraught with these alteged benefits, the principle, 
on which it is waintaimed, would require that one 


emancipation of her slaves; and how deeply do 
1 lament that a system, with that object, had not 
been then established! If it had been, the State 
would now be nearly rid of all slaves. My opi- 
nion has never been changed, and | have tre- 
quently publicly expressed it. 1 strould be most 
happy it what was impracticable at that epoch 
could now be accomplished. 

After full and deliverate consideration of the 
subject, it appears thal three principles should 
regulate the establishment of asystem of gradual 
emancipation. ‘The first is, that 1 should be 
slow in ils operation, Cautious and gradual, so as 
to occasion no convulsion ; nor any rash or sud- 
den disturbance in the existing habiis of society. 
2d. That, as an indispensable COnullion, the 
emancipated slaves should be removed from the 
State to some colouy. And, thirdly, that the 
expenses of their transportation to such colony, 
including an outht for six montus aller their ar- 
rival at i1,should be deirayed by a fund to be 
raised from the labor of each treed slave. 

Nothing could be more unwise than the ime 
mediate liberation of all the slaves in the Siate, 
comprehending both sexes anu all ages, trom 
that of tender ipiancy to extreme old age. {[t 
would lead to the most frightful aod tatai conse- 
quences. Any great Change in the cundition of 
suciely Should be marked by extreme care and 
circumspection. ‘Tne introduction of slaves into 
the culoules Was an operativg Of mauy years du- 
ration ; aod the work of their removal from the 
United States can only be ellected aiter the 
lapse of a great length of time, 

1 think that a period should be fixed when all 








portion of the white race should be reduced to 


bondage to serve another. portion of the same | 


race, when black subjects ol slavery could pot 
be obtained ; and that in Africa, where they may 
entertain as great a prelerence for their color as 
we do for ours, they would be justified in redéc- 
ing the white race to slavery, in order to secure 
the blessings which that state ts said to diffuse. 

An argument, in support of reducing the Afri- 
can race to slavery, iS sometimes derived from 
their alleged inteilectual inferiority to the white” 
races ; but, if this argument be founded in fact, 
(a3 it may be, but which I shall not now exam- 
ine,) it would prove entirely too much. It would 
prove that any while nation, which had made 
greater advances in civilization, knowledge and 
wisdom than another white nation, would have a 
right to reduce the latter to a state of bondage. 
Nay further, it the principle of subjugation fouu- 
ded upon intellectual superivrity be true, aud be 
applicable to rdces and to nations, what is to pre- 
vent its being applied to individuals? And then 
the wisest man in the world would have a right to 
make siaves of all the rest of mankind! 

If, indeed, we possess this intellectual superi- 
ority, profoundly grateful and thankful to Him 
who has bestowed it, we ought to fulfil all the 
obligatious and duties which it imposes ; and 
these would require us not to subjugate or deal 
unjustly by our iellow men who are less blessed 
than we are, but to instruct, to improve and to 
enlighten them. 





A vast majority of the people of the United 
States, in every section of them, I believe, regret 


| born alter it should ve free at a specified age, 
all born belore it remaining slaves fur life. That 
period, 1 would suggest, should be 1855 or even 
1860 ; for on this aud olver arrangements of the 
system, if adopted, 1 incline to a liberal margin, 
so as to obviale aS many objections, and to uniie 
aS many Opinivuns as possible. Whether the com- 
mencemeut of tne operainun of the system be a 
littke earlier or later, it is not so important, as 
that a day should be permanently fixed, from 
which we could look forward with confidence to 
the final termination of slavery within the jimiis 
of the Commonwealth. 

Whatever may be the day fixed, whether 1855 
or 1860, or any other day, all born after it, I 
suggest, should be free at \he age of twenty-five, 
but be liable allerwards to be hired out, uuder 
the authority of the Siate, for a term not ex- 
ceeding three years, in order to raise a sum sul- 
ficient to pay the expenses of their transporta- 
tion to the Colony, and to provide them an outfit 
for six months aller their arrival there. 

If the descendants of those, who were them- 
selves to be free at the age of (twenty-five, were 
also to be considered as siaves until they attained 
the same age, and this rule were contimued inde- 
finitely as to time, it is mantiest that slavery 
would be perpetuated instead of being termina- 
ted. To guard against this consequence, pro- 
vision might be made, that the offspring of those, 
who were to be free at twenty five, should be 
free from their birth, but upun the condition 
| that they should be apprenticed until they were 

twenty-one, and be aiso afterwards liabie to be 
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hired out a period not exceecing three years, for 
the purpose of raising funds to meet the expense 
to the Colony, and their subsistence for the first 
six months. 

The Pennsylvania system of emancipation fixed 
the period of twenty-eight for the liberation of 
the slaves, and provided, or her Courts have 
since interpreted the system to mean, that the 
issue of all who were to be free at the limited 
age, were from their births free. The Penn- 
Sylvania system made no provision for Coloniza- 
tion. 

Until the commencement of the system which 
] am endeavoring to sketch, I think all the legal 
rights of the proprietors of slaves, in their fullest 
extent, ought to remain unimpaired and unre- 
stricted. Consequently they would have the right 
to sell, devise, or remove them from the State, 
and, in the latter case, without their offspring 
being entitled to the benefit of emancipation, for 
which the system provides. 

2d. The colonization of the free blacks, as they 
successively arrive, from year to year, at the age 
entitling them to freedom, | consider a condition 
absolutely indispensable. Without it, f should 
be ulterly opposed to any scheme of emancipation. 
One hundred and ninety odd thousand blacks, 
composing about one-fourth of the entire popula- 
tion of the State, with their descendants, could 
never live in peace, harmony, and eq.ality, with 
the residue of the population. The color, pas- 
sions, and prejudicies, would forever prevent the 
two races ving together in a stale of cordial union. 
Social, moral, and political degradation would 
be the inevitable lot of the colored race. Even 
in the free States (1 use the terms free and slave 
States not m any sense derogatory from ove class, 
or implying” any superiority in the other, but for 
the saké of brevity) that is their present condi- 
tion. In some of those free States, the penal leg- 
islation against the people of color is quite as se- 
vere, if not barsher, than in some of the slave 
States. As no where in the United States are 
amalgamation and equality between the two races 
‘possiule, it is betier that there should be a sepa- 
ration, and that the African descendants should 
be returned to the native land of their fathers. 

lt will have been seen that the plan | have sug- 
gested, proposes the annual transportation of ail 
born after a specified day, upon their arrival at 
the prescribed age, to tne Colony which may be 
selected for their destination, and this process of 
transportation is to be continued, until the sepa- 
ration of the two races is completed. If the 
emancipated slaves were to remain in Kentucky 
until they attained the age of twenty-eight, it 
would be about thirty-four years before the first 
aubual transportation began, if the system com- 
menced in 1855, and about thirty-nine years, if 
its Operation began in 1860. 

What the number thus to be annually transport- 
ed would be, cannot be precisely ascertained. | 
observe it stated by the auditor that the increase 
of siaves in Kentucky last year was between 
three and four thousand. But, as that statement 
was made upon a comparison of the aggregate 
number of ail the slaves in the State, without re- 
gard to births, it does not, | presume, exhibit truly 
the natural increase, which was probably Jarger. 
‘The aggregate was effected by the introduction 
and still more by the exportation of slaves. 1 
suppose that there would not be less, probably 
more, than five thousand to be transported the 
first year of the operation of the system; but, 
ailer it was iv progress some years, there would 
be a constant dimimution of the number. 

Would wt be practicable annuaily to transport 
five thousand persons from Kentucky? ‘Tere 
cannot be a duublof it, oreven a much larger 
number. We receive irom Kurope annually 
emigrants to ab amount exceeding two hundred 
and filly thousanc, at a costfor the passage of 
about ten dollars per head, and they embark at 
Kuropean ports more distant from the United 
States than the Western coast of Airica. It is 
true that the commercial marine, employed be- 
tween Kurope and the Unned States, affurds fa- 
cililies, in the transportation of emigrants, at that 
jow rate, which that engaged in the commerce 
between Liveria and this country does not now 
supply ; bul that commerce is increasing, and by 
the lume the proposed sysiem, if adopted, would 
go into operation, 1 will have greatly augment- 
ed. 

if there were a certainty of the annual trans- 
portation of not jess than five thousand persons 
io Alrica, it would create a demand for trans- 
ports, aud the spirit of competition would, 1 have 
no doubt, greatly diminish the present cost of 


the passage. That cost has been stated, upon 
good authority, to be at present fifty dollars per 
head, including the pagsage, and six months out- 
fit after the arrival of the emigrant in Africa.— 
Whatever may be the cost, and whatever the 
number to be transported, the fund to be raised 
by the hire of the liberated slave, for a period not 
exceeding three years, will be amply sufficient. 
The annual hire, on the average may be estima- 
ted at fifty dollars,or one hundred and fifty for 
the whole term. 

Colonization will be attended with the painful 
effect of the separation of the colonists from their 
parents, and in some instances from their chil- 
dren ; but from the latter it will be only tempo- 
rary, as they will follow and be again re-united. 
Their separation from their parents will not be 
uotil after they have attained a mature age, nor 
greater than voluntarily takes place with emi- 
grants from Europe, who leave their parents be- 
hind. It will be fur less distressing than what 
frequently oceurs in the state of slavery; and will 
be attended with the animating encouragement, 
that the colonists are transferred from a land of 
bondage and degradation for them, to a land of 
liberty and equality. 

And 3rd. ‘I'he expense of transporting the li- 
berated slave to the colony, and of maintaining 
bim there for six months, | think, ought ‘to be 
provided for by a fund derived from his labor, 
in the manner already indicated. He is the par- 
ty most benefited by emancipation. lt would not 
be right to subject the non-slaveholder to any 
part of that expense; and the slaveholder wiil 
have made sufficient sacrifices, without being ex- 
clusively burthened with taxes to raise that fund. 
The emancipated slaves could be hired out for 
the time propysed, by the sheriff or other public 
agent in each county, who should be subject to 
strict accountability. And it would be requisite 
that there shuuld be kept a register of all births, 
and of all children of color, after the day fixed 
for the commencement of the system, enforced 
by appropriate sanctions. It would be a very 
desirable regulation of law to have the births, 
deaths and marriages of the whole population of 
the State registered and preserved, as 1s done in 
most well-governed Siates. 

Among other considerations which unite in re-| 
commeuding to the State of Kentucky a system | 
lor the gradual abolition of slavery, is that ari- 
sing out of her exposed condition, affording great 
facilities to the escape of her slaves into the free 
States and into Canada. She does not enjoy the 
security which some of the slave States have, by 
being covered in depth by two or three slave 
States intervening between them and free States. 
She has a greater length of border on tree States 
(hap any Other slave State in the Union. ‘That 
border is the Onio river, extending from the 
mouth of the Big Sandusky to the mouth of the 
Ohio, a distance of near six hundred miles, sepa- 
rating her from the already powerful and grow- 
ing States of Ohio, lndiava and Lilinois. 

Vast numbers of slaves have fled from most of 
the counties in Kentucky from the mouth of Big 
Sandy to the mouth of Miami, and the evil has 
smcreased and is increasing. Attempts to recover 
the tugitives jead to the most paintul and irrita- 
ling cuilisiuns. Hitherto countenance and assist- 
ance to the lugilives have been chiefly afforded 
by petsons in tne State of Ohio; but it is to be 
apprehended, from the progressive opposition to 
Siavery that, in process of time, similar facilities 
to the escape of slaves, will be found in the States 
of Indiana and Illinois, By means of railroads, 
Canada can be reacned from Cincinnati in a littte 
more (hap twenty-four bours. 

jo the event of a civil war breaking out, or in 
the more direful event of a dissolution of the 
Union, in consequence of tue existence of slave- 
ry, Kentucky would become the theatre and bear 
tne Druolol the war. She would doubtless de- 
fend herseif witb her known valor and gallantry ; 
bul the superiority of the numbers by which she 
would be vppused would lay waste and devastate 
her fair fieids. Her sister slave States would fly 
to her succor; but, even if they should be suc- 
cessiul in the unequal conflict, she never could 
obtain avy iudemuily for the inevitable ravages 
of the war. 

lt may be urged that we ought not, by the gra- 
dual abuiilion of slavery, to separate ourselves 
irom the other siave States, bul continue to share 
with them io all theic future fortunes. ‘The 
power oi each slave State, within its limits, over 
the lustilution of slavery, is absolute, supreme 
aud exciusive—exclusive of that of Congress or 





ee, 





slave State is bound, by the highest and most 
solemn obligations, to dispose of the question of 
slavery, so as best to promote the peace, happi- 
ness, and prosperity of the people of the State, 
Kentucky being essentially a farming State, slave 
labor is less profitable. 

If, in most of the other slave States, they fing 
that labor more profitable in the culture of the 
staples of cotton and sugar, they may perceive 
a reason in that feeling for continuing slavery 
which it cannot be expected should contro! the 
judgment of Kentucky, as to what may be fitting 
aud proper for her interests. If she should abo. 
lish slavery, it would be her duty, and I trust 
that she would be as ready, as she now is to de- 
fend the slave States, in the enjoyment of all 
their lawful and constitutional rights. Her power, 
political and physical, would be greatly increased; 
for the one hundred and ninety odd thousand 
slaves, and their descendants, would be gradually 
superseded by an equal number of white inhabi- 
tants, who would be estimated per capita, and 
not by the federal rule of three-fifths prescribed 
for the colored race in the Constitution of the 
United States. 

J have thus, without reserve, freely expressed 
my opinion and presented my views. Tne inte- 
resting Subjéct of which 1 have treated would 
Have admitied of much enlargement, but | have 
desired to consult brevity. The plan which I 
have proposed will hardly be accused of being 
too early in ils commencement or too rapid in 
its operation. it will be more likely to meet 
with contrary reproaches. It adopted, it is lo 
begin thirty-four, or thirty-nine years from the 
lime of its adoption, as the one period or the 
other shall be selected for its commencement. 
How long a time it will take to remove all the 
colored race from the State by the annual trans- 
portation of each year’s natural increase, cannot 
be exactly ascertained. After the system had 
been in operation some years, | think it proba- 
ble, from the manifest blessings that would flow 
from it, from the diminished value of slave la- 
bor, and from the humanity and benevolence of 
private individuals prompting a Jiberation of 
theic slaves and their transportation, a general 


disposition would exist to accelerate and com- 


plete the work of colonization. ’ 

That the sysiem will be attended with some 
sacrifices on the part of slavebolders, which are 
to be regretted, need not be denied. What great 
and beneficial enterprise was ever accomplished 
without risk and sacrifice? But these sacrifices 
are distant, contingent and inconsiderable. As- 
suming the year 1360 for the commencement of 
the system, all slaves bora prior to that time 
would remain such during their lives, and the 
personal loss of the slaveuolder would be only 
the difference in value of a female slave whose 
offspring, if she had any, born alter the first day 
of January, 1860, should be free at the age of 
twenty-five, or should be slaves for life. 

In the meantime, if the right to remove or sell 
the slave out of the State should be exercised, 
that trifling loss would not ve incurred. The 
slavekulder, alter the commencement of the sys- 
tem, would lose the dillerence in value Detween 
slaves for life, and slaves uolil the age of twently- 
five. He might also incur some imcunsideraole 
expense in rearing, from their birth, the issue of 
those who were to be free at twenty-five, until 
they were old enough to de apprenticed out; Dut 
as it is probable that tuey would be uiost gene- 
rally bound to him, he would receive some it- 
demoity trom their services, until they attained 
their majurily. 

Most of the evils, losses and misfortunes of 
buman life have some compensation or alievia- 
tion. The slaveholder is geuerally a landhoider, 
and | am persuaded that ne would find, in the 
augmented value of tus land, sume, if not full 
indemoity for losses arising to him iro.w emauct- 
pation and colonization. He wouid also liverally 
share in the general benefiis, accrulug to tie 
whole State, trom the extinctiun of slavery. 
These have Deen so often and so fully stated, 
that 1 wiil pol, nor is it necessary, to dweil upon 
them extensively. They may be summed up in 
a lew words. We shali remove from among us 
the contaminating influences of a servile and de- 
graded race of different color; we shall enjoy 
the proud and conscious saiistaction of placing 
that race where they can enjuy the great Diess- 
ings of liberty, and civil, poittical aud social 
equality ; we shail acquire the advantage of tne 
diligence, the fidelity and tue Cuustancy of free 
laDur, instead of the carelessness, tue ifiielily 





that of any otucr State. The government of each 
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elevate the character of white labor, and elevate 
the social condition of the while laborer; aug- 
ment the value of our Jands, improve the agri- 
culture of the State, altract capital from abroad 
to all the pursuits of commerce, manufactures 
and agriculture; redress, as far and as fast as 
we prudently could, any wrongs wihch the des. 
cendants of Africa have suffered at our hands, 
yond we should demonstrate the sincerity with 
which we pay indiscriminate homage to the great 
cause of the liberty of the human race. 

Kentucky enjoys high respect and honorable 
consideration throughout the Union and through- 
out the civilhzed world ; but in my humble opin- 
jon, no title which she has to the esteem and ad- 
miration of mankind, no deeds of her former 
glory, would equal,in greatness and grandeur, 
that of being the pioneer State in removing from 
her soil every trace of human slavery, and in 
establishing the descendants of Africa, within her 
jurisdiction, in the native land of their forela- 
thers. 

| have thus executed the promise ] made, al- 
jude’ to in the commencement of this letter, and 
| hope that Ihave done it calmly, free from in- 
temperance, and so as to wound the sensibilities 
of none. I sincerely hope that the question may 
be considered and decided, without ihe influence 
of party or passion. I should be most happy to 
have the good fortune of coinciding in opinion 
with a majority of the people of Kentucky; but, 
if there be a majority opposed to all schemes of 
gradual emancipatiou, however much | may re- 
gret it, my duty will be to bow in submission to 
their will. 

If it be perfectly certain and manifest that 
such a majority exists, | should think it better 
pot to agitate the question at all, since that, in 
that case, it would be useless, and might exercise 
a pernicious collateral influence upon the fair 
consideration of other amendments, which may 
be proposed to oyr Constitution. If there be a 
majority of the people of Kentucky at this time, 


the law-breaker as a felon. 








The measure here contemplated is more exten- 
sive in its operation. It is to prevent the future im- 
migration of slaves for any purpose whatsoever, 
and to be so framed as to vindicate itself by the 
forfeiture of the slave introduced contrary to its 
provisions, and the still further punishment of 


This, and this only, is deemed of sufficient se- 
vefity to insure to the State that self-protection 
which her situation demands—the reasons for 
which I will now proceed to give. 

Jt is very evident to any one who is not a care- 
less observer that a restiess and uneasy state of 
public feeling exists in the slave States north of 
us upon the subject of slavery. Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Keutucky, and 
Missouri are pervaded with a feeling of hostility 
to the instituuon, which is only suspended from 
open exhibition and action by the dread of pecu- 
riary loss, and the hope of finally shifting their 
slave population for value received upon the 
Southwestern States. This last alternative will 
doubtiess be accelerated by the enactment of 
prospective emancipation laws; which means 
simply what it has ever meant by the States 
which have already abolished slavery—that is, 
that their citizens may have time enough to sell 
us their slaves, and, having pocketed the price, 
lo unite against us in the unjust and bilter cru- 
sades of the Northern Abolitionists. 

it will then be easy to foresee that the Gulf 
States must become the St. Dowingo of the con- 
\inent, or rush into a war of extermination, for 
ithe ulter prostration of their capital. 

The States above mentioned comprise more 
than half the political strength of the slave 
States. [tis therefore wise to endeavor to pre- 
serve our strength by keeping them on our side 
and united with us in the same interest. ‘Phis 


ted, not merely from the money value which 
these States affix to their slave population, but 
from the necessity of keeping in the oniy proper 











adverse to touching the institution of Slavery, as 
ii pow exists, we, who hod thought and wished 
otherwise, can only indulge the hope that, at 
some future time, under better auspices, and 
with the blessings of Proviience, the cause, 
which we have so much at heart, may be atten- 
ded with better success. 

In any event, I shall have the satisfaction of 
having performed a duty to the State, to the sub- 
ject, and to myself, by placing my sentiments 
permanently upon record. 

With great regard, lam your friend and obe- 
dient servant. H. CLAY. 

Ricuarp PinDE LL, Ese. 


LETTER OF HON. S. HEYDENFELDT. 


To His Excellency Reuben Chapman, Governor of 
the State of Alabama : 


Sin: Under the constitution, it becomes your 
duty to recommend to the Legislature the enact- 
ment of such measures as you may deem best to 
promote the public welfare. For this reason, I 
lake the liberty of proposing for your considera- 
lion the question of prohibiting the further im- 
migrauou of slaves into the State of Alabama, 
and a copy of the vill to be brought into the next 
Legislature to amend the constitution so as to ef- 
fect that purpose. A measure somewhat similar, 
but more limited in its character, bas been here- 
tolore proposed. 1 allude to the atlempt to pro- 
hibit slaves from being brought in for sale. ‘I'hat 
scheme failed, 1 thiuk ior two reasons—first, be- 
cause the public mind was not prepared for it; 
and second, because the measure itseli was too 
impotent to efiect the good it aimed at. It was 
evident that such a law could be too easily eva- 
dedy and therejore did pot sirike at the root ol 
the evil. 

The State of Mississippi, 1 am informed, once 
had a similar law, and, to provide against eva- 
sions, enacted that no slave brought into the State 
for the ostensible purpose of settlement should 
be suid or offered for sale within twelve mouths. 

The result was that the siave dealers establish- 
ed plantations, stocked them with fuil supplies of 
negroes, and, at the end of the required twelve 
months’ residence, sold out, and replenished again 
irom abroad, and thus went through the same for- 
mula each succeeding year. The only provable 
advantage which thatlaw conferred enured to 
the negro dealer. It taught him that he could 
Carry on his business more profitably and at less 


expense by having a farm and raising his sup- 
plies of necessaries in the centre of the slave 


mode of subjectivn a class which otherwise will 
become a fearful nussance. Or, if they be sin- 
cere 10 their ideas of abolition, if they are actua- 
ted by sickly sympathy for the condition of the 
slave, then al jeast we force them to turn their 
slaves jouose upou their respective domains, and 
thus keep their own nuisances and subimil lo 
their own loss. But it may be safely said that 
this lalier allernative need not be apprehended. 
They dare not turn them loose. 

But a stronger reason fur immediate action 
upon this quesiion lies nearer at home, aud may be 
a startling assertion to those who have never iu- 
vestigated ihe subject. We have in our midst the 
germ of an anli-siavery party—notin the Northern 
sense of the term—nut men who sympatuise with 
the slave, and would thereiore turn them loose 
upon society; but composed of those who are 


tuose who deem of slavery thal it has produced 
pecuniarily nought but barrenness, and poiiticaily 
nought but bitterness ; those who desire more 
populous white communities for the purposes of 


must be the result of the measure here advoca- | 


of her rights of emigration and occupation, it is 
the fact that she is already over-supplied with a 
laboring population not sufficiently productive 
to remunerate her, and about the future fate of 
which she is compelled to enjgrtain just and rea- 
sonable apprehensions. 

Thus tar the argument has been exclusively 
on the ground of self-defence. I propose now to 
consider it in its other aspects, and to answer 
some of the objections I have met with. 

l insist that the unproductiveness of slave labor, 
and its gradual but certain impoverishment of 
our State, is a sufficient reason for limiting its 
further prepagation among us. Cotton and sugar 
are the only staples to which slave labor is rea- 
sonably fitted, and, as but a small proportion of 
the slaves in the Union would soon fill up the 
lands profitably suited for the sugar culture, we 
are driven to assume that the cultivation of cot- 
ton is the only thing which can.afford regular em- 
ployment to the great mass of this population. 
In our State, upon an average calculation, cotton 
at its present price will hardly pay the expense of 
producing it, and itis only in the fertile valleys 
of the Southwestern rivers that it can be protit- 
ably raised ; and there, even, at low prices. 

‘To these valleys the slave emigration of the 
non-cotton producing States is rapidly tending, 
and we are beset with the fear of over-produc- 
tion as well from that source as from the natural 
propagation of those now among us. That the 
number of cotton laborers is constantly and ra- 
pidly increasing here and in the best producing 
poruuon of the South, no one will contest, whilst, 
oa the other hand, we have no sale data upon 
which we can calculate for the increase of econ- 
sumption beyond the natural increase of the pop- 
ulations of those couniries which consume it, to 
which may be added a small increased consump- 
lion usually attendant upon the lowness of price ; 
allof which, we may salely assert, cannot keep 
pace with the present increasing producuon. 
This alone must finally depreciaie the vaiue of 
slaves among us until their transfer will becowe 
a mere nominal consideration. 

One of the effects which the measure I propose 
would have upon our State would be at once felt 
not only ia curtailing the increasing supply of 
cotlou, but, in what is a natural coroliary, the 
employment of capital in other pursuits which 
never have been less profitable than cotton piant- 
wg, and which, al the present prices of cotton, are 
so infinitely superior as to require no detailed 
examination. 

\t may be asked whether the views here pre- 
sented are not sufficient to impel our planters 
into the various oiher enterprises which are alju- 
ded to, by the considerations of their own interest, 
without the adoption of a measure which at first 
blush may revolt our feelings by its exclusive- 
ness? lanswer no! ‘I'he habit of a pursuit is 


wearied with the struggle of unproductive jabor ;| as strong as any other kind of habit. Our people 


are accustomed to what they conceive an oid aud 
safe investment. If they make but little mo.ey 
directly by the production of labor, or merely 






























































wade and education; and of those whvu regard 
the slave us their rival im production. ‘lhis com- 
bination of opinion agaist slavery has prodi- 
giously increased within a few years, aud 1s now 
mereasing amoung us ata rapid pace. Numbers 
are every day added to those who long for the 
exodus of the slave; and unless we adopt, as a 
couservalive measure, the plan here proposed, 
the time will come when we will see our capital 
in this species of property prostrated at a biow, 
and when, unprepared for such a change by any 
of the steps which a prudent foresigit always 
adopis in mitigation, we will be in the same Cun- 
dition of poverty and embarrassment, without 
hope, which the misrule of Great Britain upun 
Luis same question has inflicted upon her West 
indian depeudencies. Upon this subject we can- 
not take the past as any indication ior the secu- 
rity of the juture. We can now, lor Whe first 
lume, See, Wilhin a short travel of us, the prac- 
tical as well as political limitation of slave terri- 
tory, whilst the business of slave breeding has 
exiended im almost the same ratio as the pro- 
ductiveness of slave Jabor has dimuibished. 

Some may think this an wmprudent exposition 
under the present aspect of tne relatious exist- 
ing between the North and South. | humbly 
conceive that those relations create a still stra.- 
ger reason why the eyes of the South shouid be 
vpened to the truth upon the question of exiend- 
lug Slavery into the new territories. If there is 
anything which can uvite the South io a firm 








market, 


and determined altitude lo resist any deprivauon 


pay expenses, they nevertheless suppose that they 
make a reasuvnabie profit by the natural increase 
vf their slaves, and do not reflect that, ina ra- 
tional point of view, if the workers are unpro- 
ductive, sO must be their issue. 

Again, they know nothing about other pursuits, 
and as long as, with their surplus cash, they can 
purchase slaves, this habit, amounting to a con- 
stitutional indoleoce, will prevent their entering 
upon any investigation of other employments. 
To that investigation, and consequent expec- 
tant fruits, they can only be driven by an un- 
bending necessity. Our 1omense water power— 
our coal, iron, lead, marble, granite, jumver, tur- 
pentine—our Capacity to produce wool and siik 
and hemp—to build raiiways, and to carry on 
commerce, may ali in turn, be presented to tkeir 
minds »n liveliest colors, and will produce but a 
barren assent. The State of Alubama is now 
poorer than she was filleen years ago—notwith- 
standing that, within that period of time, there 
has been expended within her limits nearly ten 
millions of foreiga capital, and for which a heavy 
State debt is now hauging over her people, at the 
same time that her resuurces for taxation are 
every day diminishing ; and while a question of 
feartul domestic impoit is agitated for ter destruc- 
tion, her political strength is yielding to the rot- 
lenness of a system which must finaily reduce it 
to acypher. ‘I'he statistics of population exhivit, 
that, as slaves increase, the white population de- 
crease. ‘This seems to be a law of population. 
With us, in the aggregate, it is undeniable, that 








slaves continue to increase, and if Lhis is permitted 
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to progress, with the consequent diminution of 
white population, the far future of the South pre- 
sents a picture, which, although now but “seen 


through a glass darkly,” is of sufficient gloom to’ 


arouse into action her best energies, and prevent 
her from quiescently transmitting to posterity 
a < aaa the solution of which seems a dreary 
lask. ‘ 

I have been met with the objection, that, as 
slaves form the principal feature in our system 
of taxation, the increase of that resource will be 
defeated, and taxes must fall heavier upon other 
property. I have already shown that the pro- 
spect of their future depreciation is so great as 
would scarcely leave them available for re- 
Venue purposes if the present system remains 
unchecked. This sufficiently answers the objec- 
tion— while, again, the exclusion of their further 
introduction wall, to a certain extent, appreciate 
the value of those remaining in the State. And 
it must be borne in min”, that, of absolute ne- 
cessily, the entire surplus production of the State 
which is now annually represented by investment 
in slaves, must be forthwith engaged in many of 
those other pursuits, which, yielding compara- 
tively immense profits, will add materially to the 
wealth of the State, build up sources of taxation, 
and create ability to pay, infinitely superior to 
that which is produced by slave labor. 

Another objection is, that it would diminish’ 
the value of our lands. This is utterly untenable. 
As long as good lands can be purchased in the 
Southwest at the government minimum, we have 
an eslablished scale which must regulate the 
value of lands throughout the cotton region. 
Improved Jands will only sell for as much more 
as the improvements are valued at aside from the 
Jand. Jt this rule is seen to be occasionally vio- 
Jated, it will be found to depend on some pecu- 
iarity of Jocal condition, or upon private circum. 
stances surrounding the individual purchaser. 
The result is, that our lands may be now rated 
at their lowest possible depreciation. On the 
other hand, the probabilities are that, following 
the enactment proposed, a heallhy white immi 
gration would soon commence, which would ap- 
preciate the price of lands, from the fact that 
lhe very cause which would then induce this 


kind of immigration exists nowhere in the South- | 


west, nor elsewhere on the Continent, with the 
same aliractive condition of climate, soil, and 
natural resources. Even admitting, for the sake 
of the argument, that a depreciation would ensue, 
that of itself would be an inducement to a more 
immediate immigration, which would soon re- 
slore prices. 

Some have asked whether the proposed re- 
striction would not be an iniringement of our ob- 
ligations under the federal consiutution? This ts 
already res judicata. The whole subject came 
under review by tue Supreme Court of the United 
States in the case of Groves et al. vs. Slaughter, 
reported in 15ih Peters, p. 449, and the able opin- 
jon there delivered has se.ed the questiog in 
favor of the right and power of the States. 

But, it may be inquired, why put restrictions 
upon the growth of an institution which has re- 
ceived the high praise of being conservative ? 
For, although it be less productive than other 
species of labor, is «t not Jess dangerous? Tuat it 
is conservative, to a limited extent, I will not 
undertake to deny ; Dut beyond this limit, as this 
whole argument proves, It must be disorganizing 
from its very impoverishing tendency. 1| have 
also sincere douvis whether this phase of the 
question of social conservalism has or ever will 
have auy real merits in this country, whatever 
its importance in older and more populous ones 
ji is supposed that our slaves represeuting as 
they do the labouring class of other couniries, 
are so absolutely conirclied as to remove any 
jears of the untutored radicalism which seems to 
threaten the peace of thuse communities, II 
such av argumeut be good al ali, 1t would, as a 
consectary, lead to the sucial enslavement, or the 
extinction, of every free Jaboring population, so 
as 10 insure the cunservation of order, and pre- 
vent the much jeared peril of a conflict between 
labor and capital. but the fear ot such a con- 
flict wiih us, however distan!, 1s, In my opinion, 
the resuli of a want of proper perception of the 
improving spirit and political economy of the 
age. We have yet to acquire the population to 
be feared, and it may salely be assumed that the 
great poverty leading to the debasement of any 
class bas beew well attributed to unequal and 
unjust Jaws, resulting from partial and ignorant 
legisiation. There is enough in the world to 
supply every mouth, and this can be easily done 








with a little more attention to the equity of dis- 
tribution. 

Born and reared at the South, I feel that ] owe 
her my first duty and my best thoughts. This 
has induced me to venture, unaided, upon a task 
from which stronger hands have shrunk. What 
] have attempted has been with a pure devotion 
to the interests and prosperity of a country bless- 
ed beyond all others in natural condition, but the 
developement of whose resourées are so far be- 
hind the civilization of the world as makes her 
seem to lack the genius of Humanity. 

With the highest consideration, 
1 am your excellency’s 
Obedient servant, 
S. HEYDENFELDT. 


ADDRESS OF SENATOR HOUSTON, OF 
TEXAS, TO HIS CONSTITUENTS. 


Washington, March 2, 1848. 


To my Constituents :—Svon after the close of 
the last session of Congress, my conduct in rela- 
tion to an important public measure was called 
in question by Mr. Calhoun. In a speech at 
Charleston he assumed that, but for my defection, 
as he was pleased so to consider it, aad that of another 
Senator (Mr. Benton) from a slaveholding Siate, the 
bill organizing the Government of Oregon would have 
been defeated, and thus another victory for the South 
over the North achieved. 

lt has always been my purpose to respond to 
this accusation, so evidently designed to injure 
me in the good opinion of my immediate consti- 
luents and the people of the whole South, In 
the hope that some proper occasion might take 
place during the session of Congress which would 
render retaliation proper, 1 forebore making it a 
uatier of especial notice before the Senate, while 
1 resolved not to let it pass unheeded. My motto 
is ** in time,’ not in haste. Itevinces too much 
eagerness for oppuguation, and too little consi- 
deration for an opponent who speaks as the re- 
presentative of the whole South, to rush into a 
contest without examining well bis position. 

But upon what authority does Mr. Calhoun as- 
sume the character of guardian of the whole 
South? Whence does he derive the privilege of 
hoiding the Senators of other States accountable 
belore his constituents of South Carolina as be- 
trayers of them and the whole South? What 
apostolic mission warrants the extension of his 
infallibility beyond South Carolina, and the visi- 
lation of his excommunhicating power upon the 
representatives of other States?—If Mr. Calhoun 
can thus utter his Papal bulls for a multitude of 
Siates—can enlarge his South Carolina supre- 
macy so as to absorb one half of the Union—it 
must be (if notin virtue of some divine right) 
the result of voluntary submission of those over 
whom this superiority is arrogated, founded on 
uniimated confidence in the sanctily, the unsel- 
fishness, the consistency of his principles end pa- 
triolism 5 of tendered as a tribute of devout gra- 
tilude for extraoruinary services rendered to that 
portion of the country from which this homage 
isexacted. Unwilling to acknowledge this alje- 
giauce for mysell or my constituents, | shall take 
tue liberty of examining how far Wir. Calhoyn’s 
asserted authorily over Southern policy is aljow- 
ed or allowable. Has he the confidence of the 
South? Does he deserve it? This isa point ] 
would seile before | turn to my personal jssue 
with fim. 

Mr. Calhoun has been for many years the re- 
preseplative of South Carolina in the National 
Councils, but bas he ever represented the South? 
Has he ever deserved or received the support of 
ihe Bouth generally? Has he ever served the 
rue interests, the true glory, or the true feeling 
ol the South in its domestic policy? Take the 
great leading measure which has cust so much 
billerness and sirile, and threatened such a [fatal 
catastrophe. Whathas been his career on the 
tavitl? He was a leading member of Congress and 


contributed at the close of the war io 1816, to! 


convert the revenue laws into a protective sys- 
lem—inlo a probibitory code—in regard to the 
coarse wanulactures which were necessaries 
with the great body of the peopie. ‘The most 
odious and iniquitous feature that ever marked 
the fraudulent system which, under pretence ol 
collecting revenue for the Government, gave a 
monopuly to manufacturing capitalists to levy 
taxes on the poor through every article of their 
apparel, was prominent in the tariff which Mr. 
Caihoun first assisted in establishing. Its feature 
of Minimums charged the coarser and cheaper 
articles, worn Sy the many, with arising duly 





ten times the tax (value considered) levied on 
on the finer and higher priced articles used by 
those better able and by every principle, more 
juatly bound to bear the greater burthen. 

Mr. Calhoun’s first tariff for ** protection” de. 
signed to put manufactures ‘* beyond the reach 
of contingency,” as he declared, thus reversing 
many ideas of equity, not only as it regarded 
sections, but individuals. The strong and rich 
were protected, not only from the payment of q 
fair impost to the Government, in proportion to 
their means, but were protected, by a wonopo'y, 
in laying upon the producing multitude an impost 
to increase the profits of their capital, which, 
itself exempted from taxation, left the weight of 
the Government to fall on that portion of the 
community already oppressed by the manufacts. 
rer’s exactions. Mr. Calhoun’s tariff of fraudu- 
lent minimums, and other covert contrivances to 
build up wealth and command political influence 
in the associated monopolies of thie North, be- 
came too onerous for the toleration of the South, 
from which the tribute was mainly wrung, that 
made up the accumulations of the manutactur- 
ing sections. JudgeSmith,a Senator from South 
Carolina, was among the first to comprehend 
fully, aud to expose tearlessly, the crying injus- 
lice of this system. He saw that his S.ate and 
the whole South, was made the sacrifice of the 
political gawe in which Mr. Calhoun’s ambition 
had engaged him. But even Judge Smith’s bold 
expositions did not at first deter him. He still 
relied on State pride and the hopes depending on 
his elevation to the Cuiet Magistracy, to induce 
the section of the Union which he undertook to 
represent, to bear the unequal burdeo imposed 
upon it as a sort of bonus fur his advancement. 
When the demonstrations of Judge Smith began 
do open the eyes of the people to their wrougs, 
calculating on the influence which the aspira- 
tions of a favored leader would have upon them, 
the occasion was seized to take a new hold upon 
the moneyed interests of the North, and make 
sure of its weightin the political scale. The 
unequal pressure of the larith upon the planting 
and producing region was acknowledged by Mr. 
Calhoun and his triends, bul, nevertheless, they 
took ground against Judge S.nith’s movement to 
reduce and equalize the imposts. Mr. McDutlie, 
in coucert with Mr. Caihoun, offered a substitute 
for Judge Smith’s condemuatory resolutions in 
the Suuth Carolina Legislature. This substitute, 
while admitting the oppressive inequalily of the 
protective system, upon the South, deciared that, 
as it was geverally beveficial, the South would in 
ils Magnanimity submit Lo suffer its partial injury 
for the good of the country at large. 

But Mr. Calhoun soon tound that the South 
was Nol so magnanimous as to allow him to bar- 
ter its rights and interests to promote his ambi- 
tion. Aud he saw also that New England was 
inclined rather to entrust its concerns to its son, 
than to one who had given evidence that he could 
sacrifice any puolic policy of those nearest and 
dearest to him to a selfish consideration. Upon 
tnis discovery, Mr. Caluoun leaped over the head 
of Judge Smith, and took the Jead in opposition 
to the protective policy, which he contributed so 
much to establish.’ lustead of looking to the 
councils of the Union, where Judge Smith, car- 
ried his appeal for redress, Mr. Calhoun, to get 
the start, vroached the doctrines of secession and 
nullification, and urged the South to redress itself 
through revolutionary convulsions. The history 
of this conspiracy to force the well-affected por- 
tions of the Union to buy peace and the safety of 
our happy institutions, by bringing Mr. Calhoun 
to the haven of his ambition, aud making him the 
arbiter of the question on which he bad phren- 
zied the hot heads of the South by incessant agi- 
tation, is well understood. He was disappointed 
in his first hope, and then he resorted to his alter- 
native, ** the peaceful remedy’’—the sudversion of 
the Jaws of the General Government in South 
Carolina. The train-bands were prepared—ihe 
commander-in-chief, filled with valor aod sur- 
rounded with well instructed lieutenants, was 
ready tu take the field. The ordinance of nulli- 
fication was passed. Treason acts and test oaths, 
with capitai punishment for all who adhered lo 
their allegiance to the Union, were wade the 
sanction of the annulling decree against the con- 
lederacy. President Jackson’s proclamation, the 
collection bill giving bim new powers to eniurce 
the laws of the Geveral Government, the oml- 
nous destination of an extraordinary force of 
sbips of war tor the harbor of Charleston, with 
a view to the payment of the customs, together 
with certain whispers uttered by a very earnest 
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old gentleman, that he might retaliate the pains 
and penalties of treason upon those who had pro- 
vided them for the citizens faithful to the Union, 
prought Mr. Calhoun and his array first to a 
stand, then a retreat, and finally to an alliance 
with the quondam friends with whom he had 
acted in imposing the first tariff yoke upon the 
South. To these he surrendered himself and 
his nullification scheme, and, in consideration of 
a gracious reception, the capitulation (or com- 
romise,.as he termed it) gave the Northern 
capitalists a renewed nine years lease on the 
jlantations of the South, to fill their coffers and 
enable them to renew the contest at the end of 
the term with accumulated power. Mr. Clay, al 
the moment, announced in his presence, to com- 
plete his shame, that but for this concession and 
compromise on the part of Mr. Calhoun, the pro- 
tective system was no more; that it would be 
annulled at the very next session of Congress—a 
majority of members having been returned to 
carry into effect the President’s recommendation 
to cut it down al o.1ce to the revenue standard. 
Now, what claim does Mr. Calhoun’s tariff ma- 
chinaticus, which make up so great a portion of 
his public career, give him to the confidence of 
the South? He sacrificed her interests and her 
honor at the beginning, at the end, and through- 
out the harrassing agitation he engendered by his 
selfish intrigues. His multiplied shameless in- 
consistencies ; his early co-operation with the 
sordid classes that made her a prey ; his uninter- 
mitting wostiiiues upon the patriot President who 
devoted himself tou redress all her real grievan- 
ces ; and his final coalition with the jeauers of 
the whole scheme of oppression, in the origin of | 
which he assisted, leave him very little credit to 
expend in the effort he is now making to sacrifice 
to his morbid ambition the characters of mea 
never wanting in their duty to their whole coun- 
try or to there immediate constituents. 


the rod of all his influence, not, as did the ancient 
man of God, that the nourishing waters of health 
and conciliation might flow out, but to cause the 
bilter and poisonous waters of sectional jealousy 
and disunion to oveiflow the laud. Verily the 
people of this great coniederacy have retributive 


of War, in Mr. Monroe’s Cabinet, he pressed on 


He has} 1 now come to the topic on which he has chosen 
ever continued to smite the rock of agitation with |to pronounce against me, as a renegade, and 


his projects, making reports, and even authorized 
expenditures, to advance them. For proofs on 
this whole subject | refer to the notes published 
by Judge Smith, some years since, which point 
to the record to establish the facts. 
In reference to this whole policy, however, 
Mr. Calhoun shaped an opposite course as soon 
as Mr. Clay fell and General Jackson’s ascen- 
dancy in the country became apparent. New 
views of interest totally changed those which he 
entertained of the Constitution; his cherished 
systems all became utter abominations in his 
eyes. During his Vice Presidency, his organ, 
the Telegraph, uttered volumes of denunciation 
against them. But, after General Jackson was 
elevated to the Presidency, and the arts of ingra- 
tiation as well as. of siyly applied compulsion had 
been in vain tried to open the door through him 
to the next term of the Presidency, another 
change came over “the spirit of his dream.” 
No sooner had General Jackson become inp- 
volved in the doubiful struggle with the money- 
power, than Mr. Calhoun returned to the sup- 
port of his offspring, which he had deserted, but 
which seemed now to hold out the best hope to 
him. His newspaper organ at Washington, which 
had beeu most clamorous against the bank, ne- 
gotiated a loan, as it was denominated, with Mr. 
Biddle, for $20,000; and then Mr. Calhoun’s 
movements in the Senate and his instruments in 
the press chimed in harmony with those of the 
bank party elsewhere. Mr. Calhoun again de- 
serted the bank after it fell into utter disgrace, 
and gave himself up to Mr. Van Buren and the 
Sub-Treasury. Whether he remains truer to the 
latter than the former is a matter depending on 
circumstances yet to be developed. 

With these evidences of Mr. Calhoun’s pecu- 
liarly steady adherence to the cause of the South, 


Shall examine whether his consisiency on the 
slave issue which he has vow broached, autho- 
rizes him to assume the character of censor. 
After the ordinance of 1787 had settled the 
question as to the introduction of slavery into 
teriilories where it did not exist, the Missouri 


m larly situated had before adopted, with the 
universal sanction of the representatives in Con- 
gress of every State in the Union. If assenting 
to the organization of Oregon, and recognizing 
the right which she asserted under the ordinance 
of 1787, makes me an offender against the South, 
did not all the Senators and Representatives 
from that quarter, offend in the same way, in 
regard to Wisconsin and Iowa? And, most of 
all, Mr. Calkoun himself, who, twice as a cabi- 
net officer, and again as a Senator representing 
South Carolina, had] admitted the constitutional 
power of Congress to repress slavery even in ter- 
ritories where st had a Jegal footing? 

But, if any one be surprised at the relapse into 
which Mr. Cathoun has fallen on the subject of 
Slavery, let him look for a parallel to the previ- 
ous eXcesses in Opposite directions on other great 
matters to which his wild ambition had hucried 
him. ‘The slave question is one of immense im- 
port tothe South. It not only involves millions 
of property, but of lives, Every fibre of the heart 
of those among whom slavery exists may be tor- 
tured by apprehensions and Jealousies, through 
suggestions of an eminent public man, who takes 
upon himself the character of sentinel to watch 
aud* avert the lurking dangers that environ it. 
Ihe man who stands guard over a magazine ina 
populous city may sacrifice the most innocent, 
against whom he can point a suspicion oi a plot 
to fire ut. Mr. Calhonn takes on himself this 
charge, in regard to the explosive materials of 
the South, ior such sinister purposes alone. This 
vigilant guardian of Southern rights, who, it has 
been seen, was ever ready to barter them to at- 
tain his selfish ends, is now laboring to meke 
more intense than ever the excilement on the 
question of slavery, by agitaling the right of ex- 
tension, both at the North and South, upon new 
and most ultra grounds. In his resolutions upon 
the subject, inteuduced since his surrender of one 
third of the State of Texas to the Missouri re- 
Striction, the right of extending slavery into all of 
the teiritory of the United States is boldly as- 
sumed, in defiance of all of his previous acts in 
Congress and the Cabinet. He cared nothing for 
Consistency, principle, or precedent. He wanted 
to creale a new exciiement atthe North, to re- 

















rewards in Store for all stalesmen, sooner or later, 
who thus mivister in their affairs. But he was 
father to another measure of the Federal Govern- 
ment, which involved pecuniary interests and 
political rights generally to a vast extent, but 
which most peculiarly affected the South, as put- 
ting the prices of ils commercial staples at the 
mercy of Northern capitalists. Apart from 
the political influence which the national bank 
commanded, by its corrupting power in and out 
of Congress aud over all the Departments enabl- 
ing ils managers to shape the course of Govern- 
mem for the advaatage of the moneyed class con- 
cerned in it—‘the control which the secret con- 
clave of directors had over the currency every 
where, by expanding and contracting it, by di- 
minisbing and enlarging its credit, put: the mar- 
kets completly in the power of a juntoof cuapi- 
talists. Of all federal encrvachments, the people 
of the West and the South (the South especially) 
Jooked on this as the most formidable. Mr. Cai- 
houn’s partisais al one time declared the vole of 
Mc. Crawford to charter the old Bank of the 
United States as his greatest crime. Mr. Cal- 
houn’s then new-born Demucracy had doubtless 
many motives to revolt at. Bul when it became 
his cue to conciliate Nocthern capitalists, to as- 
sist his steps to premature advancement, for 
which he pived, he could oot give them too much. 
When he gave them the proteciive tariff of 1816 
he carried a bank lor them through Congress ; aud, 
to round off the whole system and make it per- 
manent, be sought to uuile with this bank a sys- 
tem of ternal mmprovements by dedicating to 


this object the bonus of the corporation and divi- 


dends on the Government siares. This triple- 


headed monster of tariff, bank aud internal improve- 
menis, cngtralied on tue body of the cunstituliun, 


drew iis whole aliunent from taxes imposed on 
the peuple, bul while the deepest draughts were 


taken from the South, almost the whole expen- 
diture of the system, as well as the local benefit 
of (he improvemeuts made, and the power ol all 


sorts wieided by the enormous money-power it- 
self, centered in the North. Mr. Madison pul 
his veto on wr. Calhoun’s vast improvement vank 
bonus bill, But be was oot discouraged. He tau 
reported and catried the charter ol the late Uni- 
teu Siaies Bank, and continued to pursue, wilh 


its help, in Congress, his internal improvement 


tcheme, with indefatigable zeal. As Secretary 


question opeued a new Controversy on the sub- 
0 ry: 
ted by Congress in any portion of a territory in 
which it had been authorized by law? ‘This mo- 
mentous question was sudmilted by Mr. Monrve 
to his cauinet, and the opmion of each member 
required in writing, When the issue aud all its 
threatening consequences hung upon their deci- 
sion. A contemporaneous letier tcom Mr. Mou- 
roe to General Jackson, und the diary of Mr. 
Adams of that day, recording the trunsaction, 
prove that Mr. Calhoun concurred with the rest 


imposing the restriction. 
Department ; but the separate and written at- 


establish the fact that it once existed. 


States where the institution existed. 


io employ siave Jabur vorih of 36 deg. 30m. 


Southern planters aud farmers. Ia 


sort of necessily. 


Yet Me 





blending ilseif with the coulederacy. 


of the cabinet in approving the act of Cungress | dismembering machiwaiious. 
Mr. Calhoun’s written 
Opinion has disappeared trom the files of the 


lestations leit by Mr. Mouroe aud Mr. Adams 
A more 
recent act of Mr. Calhoun throws on him again, 
as a member of Mr. ‘lyier’s administrativn, a 
still more invidious respuusibilily as giving uew 
force to the principle assumed to sustaim the 
power of Congress in restricting slavery even in 
By tis sur- 
reptilious dispatch of ihe annexation resolutions, 
containing this restriction upon ‘LVexas, Mr. Cai- 
houn des.royed the legal capacily there existing 


and cut off a vast region from the vccupativn of 
his Case 
ihere was no threatened schism of the Union, as 
in that of the Missouri comprouise, lu uiake it a 
Mr. Cainoun had aun alterua- 
live proposition in his haud, which it is known 
the President elect (Mr. Puik) had agreed to 
adopt, because, 10 giving a Comuissiun to adjust 
the terms of annexation, it was al once more 
just lo the interests, and wore flattering to the 
State pride of the young republic io tue act ui 


Caiboun chose rather, by an act of supereroga- 


tion, LO apply a restriction of Congress not meant | pressivi ut the abuiluou sucieties. 
to be executed, and mutilate a Souihera State | 





produce ilat the Suuth.—Hisabdstract resolutions 


Could the extensiou of slavery be restric- | tor extending slavery everywhere not being sulli- 


cient, the new questivn abvuut the introduction of 
siavery into Caiilornia, a question which wall be 
| Se.tled by the emigrants tu that region for them- 
selves, is seized upon tocreate and inflame a 
State of incurable discord between the two sec- 
| tions of the Union, by the arraigament of the 
| North upon charges made by a Southern caucus, 
which he would have tried before a Southern 
convention. lo embody this eogine of revoiu- 
| lion, has ever been in tue scope ot Mr. Calnoun’s 
The late address, 
prepared by tim and signed by a portion vi the 
represeplatives from the South, was prefigured as 
loug ago as 1835, in an article of tue Charleston 
Mercury, beaded * ‘Phe Crisis.” ‘This artcie 
iiselt Dears the stamp of its parentage in every 
jeature, aud GoniaiNs Ip fact lue whole substance 
}ol the late address. [| must give this epitome, as 
it opens somewhal more distinctly the designs of 
lhe wriler than was allowable ima paper desiga 
ed lo implicate persous more scrupulous than 
himself. 1 give ihe extracis to show thal agila- 
lion tu the North is fouked tu by Mr. Caihouu as 
ai indispeusable preliminary to ellectuate his 
revululiouary movements al the South. tis at- 
, | tempts in 1535 (he expresses the uveliel) the sis- 
) ter Slates of Suuth Carolina were not prepared 
ito second. ‘Ihe Caiitoruia difficulty gives hid 
Deller hopes; aud in is lale address he renews 
(the idea at the North’s interference with Suuth- 
ero rights ** wouid be, among mdependeut ba- 
Klos, Just Cause of war,’’ avd makes tue eflurt to 
| * place ihe several States in tue reialiou lo cach 
|Otuer ol open euemies,”’ 


Lxiract from “* The Crisis.” 


“The proper time lor a convention of the slave- 
holding States will be when the Leyislatures of 
*| Cennsylvania, Massachusetts and New York shail 
| huve wdjourned without passiug laws for the sup- 
DShvuld einer of 
these Staies pass such laws, 1 would be well tu wait 























































































and suppress iu a large portion of il the domes- 
tic Institution Sanclioueu by its laws. Neverthe- 
less, be Condemns the Senator trom Missouri 
aud wyself for assenling to an act of Congress, 
Simply Coulirmibg, lu a northern territory, ue go- 
Veinweadl Organized there by the peupie them- 
selves, excluding slavery, according to the prin- 
cipies and precedents which every territory si 








| till their efficacy suvulu be tesied, Vhe adjourument 


ot the Legislatures of he JNorinerm Slates without 
adopting any measures effectually ty put dowa Gar- 
risuu, Lappan, and their assvuciaies, will present an 
issue Which must be met by the Suuti, or it will be 
vain fur us ever aller to atiempt any thing turther 
than for the Stateto provide tur her own sufety by 
uefensive meusurcs uf per own. It the issue preseu- 
led is tv be met, it can only be doue by a cunvenuon 
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of the aggrieved States 3 the proceedings of which | his own use, but that any dishonest gain, profit, 
to be of any value. must embody and make knowv | of remuneration resulting to the prisoner from 
the sentiments Of the whole South, and contain the | his (hus taking the property, was sufficient. From 
citinet annuneiation of our fixed and unaliersble) this (and other puints) on appeal was taken, and 
COLeriMinalONn lo OBTAIN THE KUDRESS OF OUR GRIEV” | 1h, circuit court have overruled this decision, 


ances, be the consequences what they may. , 
“ We must have i olsasly understuod that, in fra- | %9¢ laid down a6 the law that the jury must be- 


ming @ constitutional union with our Northera bre- | lieve that the prisoner intended to convert the 
thren, the slavehulding States consider themselves | slaves to his own use 5 otherwise his taking them, 
as no more liable w any more interference with their | ubder whatever circumstances, was not larceny. 

domestic concerns than if they had remained entire- | The effect of this decision is, that persons may 
ly independent of the other States, and that, as such | carry off slaves hereafter with impunity, it being 
interference would, among independent nations, be impossible to prove what the party taking inten- 
eee os Smee ones deere rene ted —| ded to do with them. Moreover, A may employ 
ON ) ] : al & , 

in the relation towards each ether of open enemies. thee a ani med ory ged gh pete rnd oo 
‘To sum up io a few words the whole argumenton P®Y ty dollars a head, and under this deci 

this subject, we would say thatthe aboliuonists can *!°", Mr. A, if caught, could hot be convicted of 
only be put down by legislation in the States in which larceny. ' Hence the insecurity now resting upon 
they exist, and this can only be brought about by the | this species of property, and its consequent de- 
embodied opinion of the whole South, acting upon preciation. ‘The circuit court was divided upon 
public opinion at the North, which can only be ef-| this point: Judge Dunlop sustaining Judge Craw- 
fected turough the instrumentality of a convention ford in his decision; consequently of the four 
of the slaveholding States. For this we believe the } judges of our courts, (wo are on each side. 


public mind is not yet prepared, especially in Our)” Ay ihe next crimival court, the district attor- 


mater Bistes. ._ | hey will proceed against Drayton upon the cases 
While these passages. and the parallel ones in | for transporting slaves, and aiding them to escape. 


the late address of Mr. Calhoun, unmask his long | On this charge no defence can be made, and Mr. | 


cherished and ill-concealed designs agains the Drayton will undergo imprisovmeot in the jail 
Union, | feel some pride in the conviction that it instead of the penitentiary. 


unmasks also his motive for the denunciation | 
wimed at me. If the advocacy of a measure) PBaiw’s Terecrarn Case.—In the Circuit court 
whic removed one cause of contention, tending | of the District of Coiumbia, the patent case of 
to produce an tll feeling, if not a rupture, be-| Bain vs. Morse, was decided on Thursday, being 
tween the members of the Confederacy—if Cp | ai appeal from the decision of the Commissioner 
position to all the schemes of mad fanaticism at | of Patents, who refused the paient to Mr. Bain 
the North, and mad ambition at the South, which | on the ground that it would interfere with Mr. 
would embroil the country in civil war, provoke | Morse’s invention. The decision of Judge Cranch 
assauils upon me, there is no man living who | 45 in effeet, that the Commissioner did not err ip 
will give them @ beartier welcome. It is some granting a patent to Mr. Morse for his new in- 
evidence that | stand in the way of the rash as- vention ; but he cid err in refusing to patent the 
sailanis and the deep plotters who would, to sub- | jnyeniion of Mr. Bain. That is, both parties are 





jeopardy the welfare and liberties of my country. | reyce on the part of Bain’s invention with that 
oppose both as co-operating to produce the same | of Morse. ‘Ihe ground on which this decision 
mischief, however hostile to each other. But the | jg pased is, that neither a principle or an effect 
weak enthusiast who speculates and vocilerales, con pe patented :—that (wo metuous of effecting 
has less of my abhorrence than the wicked Cou- | the same thing may each be patented, and that 
spirator who concentrates the furce of every the two inventions in question are sufficiently 
sirong passion to make a fatal blow at the vilauls | distinct to entitle each to a patent. 
of the republic. | "The effect of the decision will be to throw the 
1 would lay down my life to defend any one of pa 
the Dlates irom aggression, which eudangered ils) troversies, 
peace or threatened its institutions. 1 could do decision, 
10 more forthe Union, but 1 would wish to do 
more ; tor the destruction of the Union would ve 


the rus ofall he States. A stab in the heart is _jured by the patent granted to the other, the 


worse then a cut in a limb, lor this may be heal- | remedy must be by a suit at law, before a court 
ed. (tis mature thal teaches lo cling to Union. | aud jury.— [Daily News. 


It is the besl security against every il the weak | 
bave to epprehend, Tins feeling has been im- | 


pressed on my heart by the mstruction aud ex- | METEOROLOGICAL, 


ample of the great wan whom, when a boy, livl-|  Oriyare oF CaLironnia.—Meteorological ta- 
lowed a6 a suidier, (1 trust | may wey with the! pies of the weather and thermometer at Monte- 
ostinct Of palriolisu,) and irom whom as a | rey, Upper California, kept by Talbot H. Greene, 
siulesman | never separaied, uuuil | wept over E.G 4 merchant, at Monterey, during the space 
bw yel warm remains at the Hermitage. ‘The of @ year, viz: from Mareh, 1845, to February, 
great trophy of his history will be the sierp put-| 7846" from these tables, a pretty good idea 

pose will which be mainiained the watchword of way be forwed of the ciimate of California. 
bias adaunietration, *‘bhe Fepenat Union, it In March, 1845, the thermometer averaged 

* ’ - , 
bius\ be preserved. , 65 atnoon. There was uo rain; the sky gene- 
l uw your lellow-cilizen, rally clear. 
bAM HOUSTON. | in April, same degree of heat ; five rainy days, 
seine | four foggy, the others clear. 
LAL’ In May, the thermometer at noon never rose 
JUDIC _ higher than 64, and wever fell lower than 53; 
Case or Daayron.—From the Correspondent of weather clear. 
the Baltimore Sun.—Vhe decision of tue circuit) lo June, the highest noonday heat was 73; the 
cuurt on the writ of error in the Drayton case is | lowest 60; weather clear. 


In consequence of Judge Cranch’s 
there can be no bills in equity, wor in- 
Junctions by either party, but if einer consider 


——~~@e———__— 





serve their own unballowed ambition, put in entitied to a patent, and there was no interfe-| 


rlies upon the courts of law to decide the con-| 


himsell, or his iveuliou, interfered with or in-| 


most imporiant in wany respects. 

Drayton came here with a vessel; he remain 
ed im the cily a lew days, and then, at night, 
secretly and silently departed wiih his vessel, 
having on board avout $100,000 worth of our 
ciizenus’ property. ‘This property was taken off 


| 62; clear skies. 


est 61; clear skies, occasional fogs at eight io 


lo July, the highest heat at noon, 74; lowest | 
60 ; clear skies. 
lo August, greatest heat at noon, 73 ; lowest 


ln September, greatest heat at noon 73 ; low- 





A pretty general idea may be formed thine 
this of the climate a8 to warmth. It appears to 
be remarkably mild and temperate. This is th. 


result of the facts, not a conclusion of mere Opi 
nion. 
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Massacnusetrts.—Slavery Resolutions :—Th, 
following were adopted by the Legislature—j, 
the Senate unanimously, and in the House with , 
single dissentient vote: 


Resolved, That in the present posture of the 
deliberations of Congress upon the subject of s|q- 
very in the Territories of the Union, Massachy. 
| setts will fail to do her duty if she do not again 
utter her sentiments upon the subject of those 
| deliberations. 

Resolved, That Congress has full power to |e. 
| gislate upon the subject of slavery in the Terri- 
tories of the Union; that it has freely exercised 
such power from the adoption of the Constitution 
{° the present time, and that it is its duty to ex. 
rcise the power for the perpetual exclusion of 
the institution from those Territories that are 
free, and forthe extinction of the same in the 
| Territories where it exists. 
Resolved, That when Congress furnishes govern- 
| menis for the Territories of California and New 
| Mexico, it will be its duly to establish therein 
the fundamental principle of the Ordinance of 
1787 upon the subject of slavery, to the end that 
the institution may be perpetually excluded 
therefrom, beyond every chance and uncertainty. 

Resotved, ‘Ihat the slave trade ought not to 
exist in tne District of Columbia, and that it is 
the duty of Congress immediately to abolish the 
same. 

Resolved, That slavery ought not to exist in the 
| District of Columbia, and that it is the duty of 
Congress to devise the most just, practicable, 

and expeditious mode for abolishing the same. 

Resolved, That the legislation pointed out in 
the foregoing Resolves does not violate, but pur- 
sues, the compromises between the North and 
South, that secured the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion; aod that, as our forefathers intended to se- 
cure the non-extension of slavery, while they 
| were seeking to establish the Union, so we, their 
| descendants, in seeking to secure the non-exten- 
sion of slavery, are acting in the very spirit u 
| which that Union was founded. 


Individual Liability.—The Legislature of tis 
State have passed * an act concerning steckhuld- 
ers in Lanks,” which is as follows :— 


Be it enacted, &c., as follows : 


Sect. 1. The tolders of stock in any bank, at 
‘the time when such bank shall stop payment, 
| shall be liable, in their individual capacities, for 
‘the payment aud redemption of all bilis which 
‘may have been issued by such bank, and which 
shall remain unpaid, in proportion to the stock 
they may respectively hoid at the time aforesaid. 

Sect. 2. if any stockholder in a bank, having 
reasouable cause to believe that such Dank 1s 
about to stop payment, shall transfer bis shares, 
or any part thereof, to any person or corporation, 














} 
| 
' 
| 





| with iolent to escape from the liability created by 


the preceding section, such transier shail be 
deemed void, and of no effect, so far as respects 
the liability aloresaid, 

Sect. 3. If a stockholder in any bank, having 
reasunable cause to believe such Dank to De il- 
suivent, shall within six months before the €%- 
piration of the charter of said bank, transier his 
suares, or any part thereof, with intentto avoid 
the liavililty created by the thirty-first section of 
the thirty-sixth chapter of the Revised Siatues, 
such trauster shall ve’ deemed void aud ol no ¢l- 
fect, so far as respects said liability. 


withoul tue Consent or knowledge ol the owners. | the morning ; rair once only. 

W hen arrested, he declared that he bad no afhui-| In Octover, greatest heat at noon 70; lowest 
ty with wbolitionists, sod imlioated that he did | 59; fogs in the morning, days clear; rain three 
nul carry off the slaves with a view to set them | tumes within this month—a iiftle rain in the wight 
jree, but thatal he had succeeded in getting ofl | on two occasions. 

wilh bis cargo he would bave realized an sde lu November, greatest heat 76; lowest 69; wea- 
pendent fortune. He wasiound wilh the negroes | ther generally ciear; rains in the night occa- 
iu his possession. | siomaliy. 

When the case came up to be tried, the court,| In December, greatest heat 66; lowest 57; 
when asked tu decide upop a question of law, | clear weather; raiu on tour different oights Uuiis 
ruled ip substance, that lo constitute tie crime of | month. 
larceny the jury must believe that the prisuner; lo January, 1846, greatest heat 62; lowest 46 ; 
iciopiously twuk and carried away the slaves more rain this mouth thao the former months. 
mentioned, With inient to defraud the owners! lo February, 1546, average heat at neon 62 ; 
ihereo!l ; thal if was mol necessary jor them to} lowest 5U; clear skies; ram on three different 


Vermont.—Revision of the Constitution.—The 
Septeunial Council of Ceusors—a budy kuow! 
only to this Siate--closed its session on the 2/10 
ulliimo. 

‘lhis body is elected by the people, once ' 
seven years, and is duties are tu revise the 
working of the existing orm of goveroment, 0 
suggest to the Legisiature such remedial laws 4° 
luey may deem proper, and to call conventione 
lo revise the Constitution, whenever the relorals 
deemed necessary by them shall ve of so extensive 
a Character as lo require it. 

Under this power, the Council, after having 
fouud themselves unable to agree on certain pre~ 





velveve that he intended to convert the slaves tu ‘ uigh s. 


positions in alleration of the fundamental law— 
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finally agreed to a resolution calling a convention 
to amend the Constitution, to meet at Montpe- 
jier, on the first Wednesday in January, 1850. 

The articles recommended by the Couneil, for 
the adoption by the convention, contemplate 
some essential changes in the Constitution— 
among them an equalization of representation 
in the House of Assembly; the election by the 

eople of the judges of probate, assistant judges 
of county courts, sheriffs and state attorneys, and 
that in future all amendments to the Constitution 
recommended by the Council of Censors be sub- 
mitted directly to the people. 


No License.—The people of this State have 
determined by vole that no licenses Lo sell liquor 
shall be issued in the State for the coming year. 
Tbe returns are pot full, but the indications are 
{hat (the majority will not be less than tea thou- 
sand. This is directly the reverse of the vote of 


Jast year. 


New Yorsr —The aggregate vaiue of real es- | 
tate assessed for taxes in 1848, was $526,614,- 
853, aud the personal estate at $125 004,742, 





mittee the Hon. F. 
The following are the resolutions reported : 


trict have matirely examined and deliberately 
approved of * The Address of Southern Dele- | guished ability and impressive eloquence with 
gates in Congress to their Constituents,” and of | which they submitted and sustained in the Se- 
all the recommendations therein, and of the con- 
duct of those representatives who have signed the 
same. 


clare, that the Government of the United States 
has no control, directly or indirectly, mediately | satisfaction the combination of patriotism, wis- 
or immediately, with or over the institution of |\dom and virtue, presented by the Representa- 
slavery, so asto impair the rights of the slave- tives of South Carolina in both Houses of the 
holder ; and that in taking any such control it | Federal Legislature; and we cannot but feel 
transcends the limits of its legitimate functions, that while our State is represented by sons so 
by destroying the internal organization of the | true, that her honor and her fame will be pre- 
sovereignties who created it. 


- ee - ~ enn ae ——-- - 


H. Elmore was chairman. 


the consideration of the meeting, of which com | Congress, and submitted the following, which 
| 


were unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That this meeting tenders the tribute 
of its high admiration to the Hon. A. P. Burier, 
and the Hon, Danist. Watrace, for the distin- 


Resolved, Vhat the citizens of Charleston Dis- 





nate and Congress of the United States, the reso- 
lutions passed by the Legislature of South Caro- 
| lina at its last session, in relation to the Wilmot 
| Proviso. 
| Resolved, That we contemplate with proud 


Resolved, That with Virginia, we say and de- 


\served unsullied, although the Constitution may 
Resolved, That all territory acquired by the |be violated, her interests sacrificed, and her 


‘arms of the United States, or yielded by treaty | rights infringed 
with any other foreign power belongs to the seve- | 
ral States of this Union as their joint and com.-! proper appreciation of the efforts of those mem- 
mon property, in which each and all have equal | bers of Congress from the Northern section of 


Resolved, That we have not been wanting ina 


making a total of $651,619,595, but as property | rights ; and that the enactment by the Federal | the Union whose aim it has been to promote a 
jn this State is assessed ala rate far below its | Government of any law which should directly or | true and just interpretation of the Constitution 


real value, and, as a large amount of stocks, 
mortgages, shipping, &c., wholly escapes ltaxa- 
tion, it is but fair Ubal the real and personal estate 
owned and held in this State is worth al least 
$850,000,000, of which nearly one gif is annual- 
hy insured. 


Bridge at Rouse’s Point.—The bill authorising | 
the construction of the bridge over Lake Cham-| 
plain, at Rouse’s Point, passed the Legislature | 
oo Friday last, by @ vote of 79 to 21. 





Receipts from January 1, 1849, te January 1, 1850— | 


estimated from receipts for the year 1545 : 
Camden and Amboy Railroad and Tran- 


sportauon Companr—transit dunes $34,229 65 
Delaware and Karitan Caval Company 
—traneit duties 29.337 13 
New Jersey Raiiroad and Transportation 


Com pany—transit duues 11,330 33 
Dividends on Stock 24,000 90 
‘Lax on Capital Stock 9,250 00 

ediars’ Liceuses 50U 00 
literest Account 1,300 00 
Balance in Treasury, Jan. 1, 1849 10,5%3 13 


$105,760 27 

The estimated disbursements for 1849, are sta- | 
ted at $123,248 74, of which $37,U00U is on ac- 
count of Specie! Loan. $123 243 74 





‘The appropriations made for 1849: 


Stale Prison $5,000 00 
House and jot adjoining State 
House 4,500 Ov 
Lunatic Asylum 24,000 VO 
Uticers of Luuatic Asylum 3,000 U0 
" Sundry appropristons: 
Camden and Amboy Rail- 
road investigatiun, Revised 
Statutes, Cuwsmissiouers to 
investigate jands under 
Water in Hudson, &c. 5.455 00 


48,955 00 | 


—_— ———_ 





$172,203 74 | 
Deraware.—The “Free Negro” bill passed | 
the Legistature of this State. It empowers the 
magisirates of the State to arrest all free negroes | 
who have no apparent occupation or means of 
living, and hire them out fora term of service | 
bot exceeding a year. 
Onio.—The bill to provide for holding a con- 
vention to frame a new constitution for this State, 
has been defeated in the Legislature—having re- | 
ceived five votes less than the constitutional ma- | 
Jorily (two-thirds) required for its passage. 


Sourn Canoiina.— Resolutions adopted at the | 
Meeting of the 27th ult. in Charleston to respond 
lo the address of the Southern Representatives | 
lo their constituents. Tne Hon. Ejward Frost | 
presided, assisted by fifty-six vice presidents, and | 
lour secretaries. ‘he meeting was addressed by 
(he chairman, who stated the importance of the 
Subject of their convention, dwelt with impres- 
tive and solemn earuesiness on the aggressions ol 
Northern Abvlitionists, aod the duty the South 
Owed to themselves and their country to resist 
and repel them. A committee of flity was ap- 
pointed lo prepare a report and resolutions for | 





-wbyect submision to aggression and outrage on 


, abd Couceried action lu ils emergency. 


by its effects, prevent the citizens of any State | on the subject of slavery. 
from emigrating with their property, of whatever | 
description, into such Territory, would make a 
discrimination unwarranted by, and in violation | 
of the rights of the States from which such citi | 
zens emigrated, and in derogation of that perfect 
equality that belongs to the several States as | and they are hereby msteucted aud our Repre- 
members of this Union, and would tend directly | sentatives requested 

to subvert the Union itself, 


Wisconsin.— Resolutions relative to slavery and 
the slave trade. 


Resolved by the Senate and Assembly of the State 
of Wisconsin, That our Senators in Congress be 


Ist. ‘To oppose the passage of any act for the 
Resolved, ‘That if in disregard alike of the spirit’ government of New Mexico and Calitornia, or 


and principles of the act of Congress on the ad- any of the terrilories now belonging to the Uni- 

New Jersey.—The Treasurer of the State of | mission of the State of Missouri into the Union, 
New Jersey bas presented to the Legislature the | generally known as the Missouri Compromise, 
fullowiog estimate of the probable revenue and and of every consideration of justice, of constu- 
charges upon the Treasury for the current year :| tutional right, and of fraternal feeling, the lear- 
| ful issue shall be furced upon the country, which 
tmust result from the adoption of the Wilmot | 


ted Siales, or any which may hereafter be ac- 
quired, unless it shall contain a provision forever 
prohiditing the introduction of slavery or invo- 
luotary servitude ito said territories, except as 
|@ punishment tor crime. 

20d. ‘lo oppose the admission of 
slave States mo the Federal Union. 

3rd. To exert their influence to procure the 
repeal of all laws sustaining slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia, or m any other 
| place under the control of the National Govern- 
ment, and to secure the passage of luws protibi- 
‘ting slavery and the slave traue in all places un- 
der the exciusive Jurisdictiva of the Federal Go- 
veroipent. 

Resolved, That bis Excellency, the Governor, 
is hereby requested unmediately to lorward a 
copy of ihe luregoing resvluiivos lo each of our 
Senstors and Kepresentatives in Congress, lo ve 
by them laid beture Congress. 
| Resolved by the Senate and Assembly, That the 
| Governor ol this State be requested to traueait 
/to the Governor of Virginia, to be laid belore the 

Legislature of thal Stale, the resolutions pss,ed 
by the Legistature of the State of Wiscousin at 
ils present session, relating lo the subject of sla- 
,very. Adopted Fevruary 16h, 1549. 


any more 
Proviso or any equivalent measure, as an act of 
the General Goverowent, the people of Cuarles- 
ton District can have no dillicully in choosing 
between the only alternatives that will remain ot 


the one hand, or determined resistance on the 
olber, at all hazards, and to the last extremity. 

Resolved, That this meeting holds it to be the 
duty ol every man in every section of the con- | 
lederacy (if the Union is dear to him) to oppose | 
the passage of any law lor whatever purpose, by 
which territory acquired may be subject to such 
resiciction. 

Resolved, That the passage of such a proviso or 
any equivalent measure by Congress would muke 
it the duly of every slavehoiding Siate, and of all 
the cilizens thercol, as incy vaiue their dearest 
privileges, their sovereignty, their independence, 
and thei rights of property, to take firm, united 


Resolved, That we regard the passage of any 
law vy Congress, abolishing slavery or the slave 
trade, or admitting slaves to vole m the District 
vi Columbia, as a direct aliacd upon the iustitu- 
tions of the slavehoiding States, and as such to be 
resisied al every hazard. 

Kesolved, That in the event of the passage by 
Congress vi the Wilmot Proviso, or say equiva- 
jent measure, Of any measure tor the abolition of 
siavery or the slave trade, or the admission to 
vole of slaves in the District of Columbia, thal 





Statistics. 


Corrom Trave.—The Boston Journal gives the 
subjowed slatielics in relation lo Luis trade. The 
following table shows the amount imported inww 
Eugleod during the tolluwing period : 


ihe Goveruor of this State ve, and he is hereby Years. Pounds per year. 
requesied iamediately Wo coovene the Jegisia- L101 to 1795 1,1, tol 
ture of this State (11 i be not w session) w con Livi w Lino 6,122,717 
sider the mode and measure of redress. List to 1790 19,105,547 
Resolved, tat the citizens of Charieston Dis- ae - +o on araate 
trict will boid (themselves ever reads to co-ope- peli 1s2U 10657 1646 
rate will (heir leiiow-cilizens of tie slave States 1821 to Iszs 105,657,033 
| ia any aud every measure (hal aay be considered i526 w 1545 351,700,000 
by luem expedient lor matutsining the priuctpies 1N46 5Y5 000,000 
mm the loreguimg resolulions; and that for the 1847 439, U00,000 


purpose of bemg aiways prepared for such co- 
vperauion end producing cuoncert of action, a 
committee of salety lo Consist of twenly-one per- 


In twenty years, from 1826 to 1845, of every 
10,000 bales worked up— 





suus, be appointed Dy the chatr, which stali be England used — 

charged a8 a Commutiee of vigilance and salety France 1700 

to correspond with other like committees, and tu Holiand and the North of Europe sou 

take ali tulure Measures wecessary to carry vul ‘Trieste and the South of Europe 450 Jj 

the foregoiwg resolves. Usned States 1300 
Resolved, that a copy of these resolutions be 

forwardes to his Exceileney the Governor, and | Total 10,000 


to each of our Senulwrs end Representauves in| No particular account was kept of the amount 
Congress. l used in Englaod from 1705 to 1770. Io 1832 the 

Atier the adoption of the foregoing, A. Muise, | amount used in that country was 277,000,000 Ids. 
Jr. Knq., rose, aud reterred to the * nubie staud’’ | and the United States now use equal that amount. 
taken by theic Senators and Representatives in | During the twenty years specified above it will 
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of the aggrieved States ; the proceedings of which 
to be of any value. must embody and make known 
the sentiments of the whole South, and contain the 
distinct annunciation of our fixed and unalterable 
determination to OBTAIN THE REDRESS OF OUR GRIEV- 
ANCEs, be the consequences what they may. _ 

** We must have it clearly understood that, in fra- 
ming a constitutional union with our Northern bre- 
thren, the slavehulding States consider themselves 
as no more liable tu any more interference with their 
domestic concerns than if they had remained entire- 
ly independent of the other States, and that, as such 
interference would, among independent nations, be 
a just cause of war, so among members of such a 
confederacy as ours, it must place the several States 
in the relation towards each other of open enemies. 
To sum up io a few words the whole argument on 
this subject, we would say that the abolitionists can 
only be put down by legislation in the States in which 
they exist, and this can only be brought about by the 
embodied opinion of the whole South, acting upon 
public opinion at the North, which can only be ef.- 
fected through the instrumentality of a convention 
of the slaveholding States. For this we believe the 
public mind is not yet prepared, especially in our 
sister States.” 

While these passages, and the parallel ones in 
the late address of Mr. Calhoun, unmask his long 
cherished and ill-concealed designs againsf the 
Union, | feel some pride in the conviction that it 
unmasks also his motive for the denunciation 
aimed at me. If the advocacy of a measure 
which removed one cause of contention, tending 
to produce an ill feeling, if not a rupture, be- 
tween the members of the Confederacy—if cp. 
position to all the schemes of mad fanaticism at 
the North, and mad ambition at the South, which 
would embroil the country in civil war, provoke 
assaulis upon me, there is no man living who 
will give them a heartier welcome. It is some 
evidence that I stand in the way of the rash as- 
sailants and the deep plotters who would, to sub- 
serve their own unballowed ambition, put in 
pts coe the welfare and liberties of my country. 

oppose both as co-operating to produce the same 
mischief, however hostile to each other. But the 
weak enthusiast who speculates and vocilerates, 
has less of my abhorrence than the wicked con- 
spirator who concentrates the furce of every 
strong passion to make a fatal blow at the vitals 
of the republic. 

1 would lay down my life to defend any one of 
the States from aggression, which endangered its 
peace or threatened its institutions. 1 could do 


his own use, but that any dishonest gain, profit, 
or remuneration resulting to the prisoner from 
his thus taking the property, was sufficient. From 
this (and other points) an appeal was taken, and 
the circuit court have overruted this decision, 
and laid down as the law that the jury must be- 
lieve that the prisoner intended to convert the 
slaves to his own use ; otherwise his taking them, 
under whatever circumstances, was not larceny. 

The effect of this decision ts, that persons may 
carry off slaves hereafter with impunity, it being 
impossible to prove what the party taking inten- 
ded to do with them. Moreover, A may employ 
B to steal fifty negroes from Wa-hington, and 
pay B fifty dollars a head, and under this deci- 
sion, Mr. A, if caught, could not be convicted of 
Jarceny. -Hence the insecurity now resting upon 
this species of property, and its consequent de- 
preciation. The circuit court was divided upon 
this point: Judge Dunlop sustaining Judge Craw- 
ford in his decision; consequently of the four 
judges of our courts, two are on each side. 

Al the next criminal court, the district attor- 
ney will proceed against Drayton upon the cases 
for transporting slaves, and aiding them to escape. 
On this charge no defence can be made, and Mr. 
Drayton will undergo imprisonment in the jail 
instead of the penitentiary. 





Bain’s TELEGRAPH Case.—lIn the Circuit court 
of the District of Columbia, the patent case of 
Bain vs. Morse, was decided on Thursday, being 
an appeal from the decision of the Commissioner 
of Patents, who refused the paient to Mr. Bain, 
on the ground that it would interfere with Mr. 
Morse’s invention. The decision of Judge Cranch 
is in effect, that the Commissioner did not err in 
granting a patent to Mr. Morse for his new in- 
vention ; but he cid err in refusing to patent the 
invention of Mr. Bain. That is, both parties are 
entitled toa patent, and there was no interfe- 
reuce on the part of Bain’s invention with that 
of Morse. ‘lhe ground on which this decision 
is based is, that neither a principle or an effect 
can be patented :—that two metuods of effecting 
the same thing may each be patented, and that 
the two inventions in question are sufficiently 
distinct to entitle each to a patent. 

The effect of the decision will be to throw the 
parties upon the courts of law to decide the con- 
troversies. In consequence of Judge Cranch’s 
decision, there can be no bills in equity, nor in- 


no more forthe Union, but 1 would wish to do! junctions by either party, but if eituer consider 


more ; for the destruction of the Union would be 
the ruin of all the States. A stab in the heart is 
worse then a cut in a Jimb, for this may be heal- 
ed. Itis nature that teaches to cling to Uuin. 
it is the best securily against every Hi the weak 
have toapprehend. This feeling has been im- 
pressed on my heart by the instruction and ex- 
ample of the great man whom, when a boy, | tol- 
lowed as a soldier, (1 trust | may say with the 
instinct of patriolism,) and from whom as a 
statesman 1 never separaied, until | wept over 
his yet warm remains at the Hermutage. ‘The 
great trophy of his history will be the siern pur- 
pose wiih which he maintained the watchword of 


ius be preserved.” 
1 um your tellow-cilizen, 
SAM HOUSTON. 


—_—_ ~oo——— 
JUDICIAL’ 


Case or Drayron.—From the Correspondent of 
the Baltimore Sun.—Vhe decision of the circuit 
court on the writ of error in the Drayton case is 
most important in many respects. 

Drayton came here with a vessel; he remain 
ed in the cily a few days, and then, at night, 
secretly and silently departed wiih his vessel, 
having on board about $100,000 worth of our 
ciizenus’ property. ‘This property was taken off 
without the cousent or Knowledge ol the owners. 
W hen arrested, he declared that he bad no afhini- 
ty wilh wbolitionists, and intimated that he did 
pot carry off the slaves with a view to set them 
jree, but that if he had succeeded in getting off | 
with his cargo he would bave realized an ide 
pendent fortune. He wasiound with the negroes 
ju his possession. 

When the case came up to be tried, the court, 
when asked tu decide upon a question of law, 
ruled in substance, that to constitute the crime ol 
laiceny the jury must believe that the prisuner 
ieloniously tuok and carried away the Slaves 
mentioned, Wilb intent to defraud the owners 
thereof; that it was nol necessary for them to 


himsell, or his inveutiou, interfered with or in- 
jured by the patent granted to the other, the 
remedy must be by a suit at law, before a court 
and jury.— [Daily News. 
Ge 
METEOROLOGICAL, 


CuimaTe oF CaLirornia.—Meteorological ta- 
bles of the weather and thermometer at Monte- 
rey, Upper California, kept by Talbot H. Greene, 
Esq., a merchant, at Monterey, during the space 
of a year, viz: from March, 1845, to February, 
1846. From these tables, a pretty good idea 
may be formed of the ciimate of California. 

In March, 1845, the thermometer averaged 
65 atnoon. There was no rain; the sky gene- 
rally clear. 

In April, same degree of heat ; five rainy days, 
four foggy, the others clear. 

in May, the thermometer at noon never rose 
higher than 64, and never feil lower than 53; 
weather clear. 

lo June, the highest noonday heat was 73; the 
lowest 60; weather clear. 

ln July, the: highest heat at noon, 74; lowest 
60 ; clear skies. 

lo August, greatest heat at noon, 73 ; lowest 
62; clear skies. 
ln September, greatest heat at noon 73; lcw- 
est 61; clear skies, occasional fogs at eight in 
the morning ; rain once only. 

In October, greatest heat at noon 70; lowest 
59 ; fogs in the morning, days clear; rain three 
limes within this month—a iJiftle rain in the night 
on two occasions. 

lu November, greatest heat 76; lowest 69; wea- 
ther generally ciear; rains in the night occa- 
sionally. 

In December, greatest heat 66; lowest 57; 
clear weather ; raiu on four different nights Unis 
month. 

in January, 1846, greatest heat 62 ; lowest 48 ; 
more rain this month than the former months. 
_lo February, 1846, average heat at neon 62 ; 
lowest 50; clear skies; rain on three different 





believe that he intended to convert the siaves to 


nigh s. 


A pretty general idea may be formed from 
this of the climate as to warmth. It appears to 
be remarkably mild and temperate. This is the 
result of the facts, not a conclusion of mere opi- 
nion. 








Che States. 


Massacnuserts.—Slavery Resolutions :—The 
following were adopted by the Legislature—in 
the Senate unanimously, and in the House with a 
single dissentient vote: 


Resolved, That in the present posture of the 
deliberations of Congress upon the subject of sla- 
very in the Territories of the Union, Massachu- 
setts will fail to do her duty if she do not again 
utter her sentiments upon the subject of those 
deliberations. 

Resolved, That Congress has full power to le- 
gislate upon the subject of slavery in the Terri- 
tories of the Union; that it has freely exercised 
such power from the adoption of the Constitution 
4° the present time, and that it is its duty to ex- 

rcise the power for the perpetual exclusion of 
the institution from those Territories that are 
free, and for the extinction of the same in the 
Territories where it exists, 

Resolved, That when Congress furnishes govern- 
menis for the Territories of California and New 
Mexico, it will be its duty to establish therein 
the fundamental principle of the Ordinance of 
1787 upon the subject of slavery, to the end that 
the institution may be perpetually excluded 
therefrom, beyond every chance and uncertainty. 

Resolved, ‘That the slave trade ought not to 
exist in the District of Columbia, and that it is 
the duty of Congress immediately to abolish the 
same. 

Resolved, That slavery ought not to exist in the 
District of Columbia, and that it is the duty of 
Congress to devise the most just, practicable, 
and expeditious mode for abolishing the same. 

Resolved, That the legislation pointed out in 
the foregoing Resolves does not violate, but pur- 
sues, the compromises between the North and 
South, that secured the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion; and that, as our forefathers intended to se- 
cure the non-extension of slavery, while they 
were seeking to establish the Union, so we, their 
descendants, in seeking to secure the non-exten- 
sion of slavery, are acting in the very spirit in 
which that Union was founded. 





Individual Liability.—The Legislature of tiis 
State have passed * an act concerning stockhold- 
ers in banks,” which is as follows :— 


Be it enacted, &c., as follows : 


Sect. 1. The Lolders of stock in any bank, at 
the time when such bank shall stop payment, 
shall be lable, in their individual capacities, for 
the payment aud redemption of all bills which 
may have been issued by such bank, and which 
Shall remain uopaid, in proportion to the stock 
they may respectively hoid at the time aforesaid. 

Sect. 2. lf any stockholder ina bank, having 
reasonable cause to believe that such bank is 
about to stop payment, shall transfer his shares, 
or any part thereof, to avy person or corporation, 
with ialent to escape from the liability created by 
the preceding section, such transier shall be 
deemed void, and of no effect, so far as respects 
the liability aforesaid, 

Sect. 3. If a stockholder in any bank, having 
reasunable cause to believe such Dank to be in- 
suvivent, shall within six months before the ex- 
piration of the charter of said bank, transler his 
shares, or any part thereof, with intentto avoid 
the liavility created by the thirty-first section of 
the thirty-sixth chapter of the Revised Statues, 
such trauster shall ve~ deemed void and of no el- 
fect, so far as respects said liability. 


Vermont.—Revision of the Constitution.—The 
Septeunial Council of Censors—a budy known 
only to this Sitate—closed its session on the 27th 
ulliino. 

‘lhis body is elected by the people, once in 
seven years, and its dulies are to revise the 
working of the existing form of government, to 
suggest to the Legislature such remedial laws as 
iney may deem proper, and to call conventions 
lo revise the Constitution, whenever the relorms 
deemed necessary by them shali be of so extensive 
a Character as lu require It. 

Under this power, the Council, after having 
found themselves unable tu agree on certaim pru- 





positions in alteration of the fundamental law— 
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finally agreed to a resolution calling a convention 
to amend the Constitution, to meet at Montpe- 
lier, on the first Wednesday in January, 1850. 

The articles recommended by the Council, for 
the adoption by the convention, contemplate 
some essential changes in the Constitution— 
among them an equalization of representation 
in the House of Assembly; the election by the 
people of the judges of probate, assistant judges 
of county courts, sheriffs and state attorneys, and 
that in future all amendments to the Constitution 
recommended by the Council of Censors be sub- 
mitted directly to the people. 


No License.—The people of this State have 
determined by vote that no licenses to sell liquor 
shall be issued in the State for the coming year. 
The returns are not full, but the indications are 
that the majority will not be less than ten thou- 
sand. This is directly the reverse of the vote of 
last year. 


New York —The aggregate value of real es- 
tate assessed for taxes in 1848, was $526,614,- 
853, and the personal estate at $125,004,742, 
making a total of $65],619,595, but as property 
in this State is assessed ata rate far below its 
real value, and, as a large amount of stocks, 
mortgages, shipping, &c., wholly escapes taxa- 
tion, 1t is but fair that the real and personal estate 
owned and held in this State is worth at least 
#850,000,000, of which nearly one half is annual- 
ly insured. 

Bridge at Rouse’s Point.—The bill authorising 
the construction of the bridge over Lake Cham- 
plain, at Rouse’s Point, passed the Legislature 
ov Friday last, by a vote of 79 to 21. 


New Jersey.—The Treasurer of the State of 
New Jersey has presented to the Legislature the 
following estimate of the probable revenue and 
cliarges upon the Treasury for the current year : 


Receipts from January 1, 1849, to January 1, 1850— 
estimated from receipls for the year 1843 : 
Camden and Amboy Railroad and Tran- 





sportation Company—transit duties $34,229 65 

Delaware and Raritan Caval Company 
—transit duties 29,337 13 

New Jersey Railroad and Transportation 
Company—transit duties 11,330 33 
Dividends on Stock 24,000 90 
‘lax on Capital Stock 5,250 00 
Pedlars’ Liceuses 500 00 
lnterest Account 1,300 00 
Balance in Treasury, Jan. 1, 1849 10,823 13 
$105,760 27 


The estimated disbursements for 1849, are sta- 
ted at $123,248 74, of which $37,U0U is on ac- 
count of Special Loan. 


The appropriations made for 1849: 

State Prison $5,000 CO 

House and lot adjoining State 
House 

Lunatic Asylum 

Olficers of Lunatic Asylum 


Sundry appropriations ; 
Camden and Amboy Rail- 
ruad investigation, Revised 
Statutes, Cuunmissiouers to 
investigate Jands wuuder 
water in Hudson, &c. 


4,500 Ov 
34,000 00 
3,000 U0 


5,455 00 


48,955 00 








$172,203 74 


Detaware.—The “Free Negro” bill passed 
the Legisiature of this State. It empowers the 
magistrates of the State to arrest all ree negroes 
who have no apparent occupation or means of 
living, and hire them out fora term of service 
not exceeding a year. 


On1o.—The bill to provide for holding a con- 
vention to frame a new constitution for this State, 
has been defeated in the Legislature—having. re- 
ceived five votes less than the constitutional ma- 
jority (two-thirds) required for ils passage. 


Sourn Carnotina.— Resolutions adopted at the 
meeting of the 27th ult. in Charleston to respond 
lo the address of the Southern Representatives 
lo their constituents. Tne Hon. Ejward Frost 
presided, assisted by fifty-six vice presidents, and 
four secretaries. ‘I'he meeting was addressed by 
the chairman, who stated the importance of the 
Subject of their convention, dwelt with impres- 
sive and solemn earuesiness on the aggressions of 
Northern Abvulitionists, and the duty the South 
Owed to themselves and their country to resist 


clare, that the Government of the United States 


$123,248 74 | 


Resolved, That with Virginia, we say and de- 











has no control, directly or indirectly, mediately 
or immediately, with or over the institution of 
slavery, so asto impair the rights of the slave- 
holder ; and thatin taking any such control it 
transcends the Jimits of its legitimate functions, | 
by destroying the internal organization of the 
sovereignoties who created it. 

Resolved, That all territory acquired by the 
arms of the United States, or yielded by treaty 
with any other foreign power belongs to the seve- 
ral States of this Union as their joint and com- 
mon property, in which each and all have equal 
rights; and that the enactment by the Federal 
Government of any law which should directly or 
by its effects, preventthe citizens of any State 
from emigrating with their property, of whatever 
description, into such Territory, would make a 
discrimination unwarranted by, and in violation 
of the rights of the States from which such citi- 
zens emigrated, and in derogation of that perfect 
equality that belongs to the several States as 
members of this Union, and would tend directly 
to subvert the Union itself. 

Resolved, That if in disregard alike of the spirit 
and principles of the act of Congress on the ad- 
mission of the State of Missouri into the Union, 
generally known as the Missouri Compromise, 
and of every consideration of justice, of const- 
tutional right, and of fraternal feeling, the fear- 
ful issue shall be forced upon the country, which 
must result from the adoption of the Wilmot 


———— 


the consideration of the meeting, of which com- | Congress, and submitted the following, which 
mittee the Hon. F. H. Elmore was chairman. | 

The following are the resolutions reported : 
Resolved, Vhat the citizens of Charleston Dis- | of its high admiration to the Hon. A. P. Buruer, 
trict have maturely examined and deliberately | and the Hon, Danigt Watuace, for the distin- 
approved of ** The Address of Southern Dele- | guished ability and impressive eloquence with 
gates in Congress to their Constituents,” and of 
all the recommendations therein, and of the con- 
duct of those representatives who have signed the 
same. 


were unanimously adopted :— 


Resolved, That this meeting tenders the tribute 


which they submitted and sustained in the Se- 
nate and Congress of the United States, the reso- 
lutions passed by the Legislature of South Caro- 
lina at its last session, in relation to the Wilmot 
Proviso. 

Resolved, That we contemplate with proud 
satisfaction the combination of patriotism, wis- 
dom and virtue, presented by the Representa- 
tives of South Carolina in both Houses of the 
Federal Legislature; and we cannot but feel 
that while our State is represented by sons so 
true, that her honor and her fame will be pre- 
served unsullied, although the Constitution may 
be violated, her interests sacrificed, and her 
rights infringed. 

Resolved, That we have not been wanting ina 
proper appreciation of the efforts of those mem- 
bers of Congress from the Northern section of 
the Union whose aim it has been to promote a 
true and just interpretation of the Constitution 
ou the subject of slavery. 


Wisconsin.—Resolulions relative to slavery and 
the slave trade. 


Resolved by the Senate and Assembly of the State 
of Wisconsin, That our Senators in Congress be 
and they are hereby instructed and our Kepre- 
sentatives requested 

lst. ‘To oppose the passage of any act for the 


‘government of New Mexico and California, or 


any of the territories now belonging to the Uni- 
ted States, or any which may hereafter be ac- 
quired, unless it shall contain a provision forever 
prohibiting the introduction of slavery or invo- 
luntary servitude into said terrilories, except as 
a punishment for crime. 

2ad. ‘lo oppose the admission of any more 





Proviso or any equivalent measure, as an act of 
the General Government, the people of Cnarles- 
ton District can have no dillicully in choosing 
between the only alternatives that will cemaia of 
abject submision to aggression and outrage on 
the one haad, or determined resistance on the 
other, at all hazards, and to the last extremity. 

Resolved, ‘That this meeting holds it to be the 


| duty of every man in every section of the con- 
y y 


federacy (if the Union is dear to him) to oppose 
the passage of any law for whatever purpose, by 
which territory acquired may be subject to such 
restriction. 

Resolved, That the passage of such a proviso or 
any equivalent measure by Congress would make 
it the duly of every slavehoiding Siate, and of all 
the citizens thereof, as they vaiue their dearest 
privileges, their sovereignty, their independence, 
and theic rights of property, to take firm, united 
and concerted action iv Lhis emergency. 

Resolved, That we regard the passage of any 
law by Congress, abolishing slavery or the slave 
trade, or admitting sluves to vote in the District 
of Columbia, as a direct altacd upon the institu- 
tions of the slavehoiding States, and as such to be 
resisied al every hazard. 

Resolved, That in the event of the passage by 
Congress vf the Wilmot Proviso, or any equiva- 
lent measure, or any measure for the abolition of 
slavery or the slave trade, or the admission to 
vole of slaves in the District of Columbia, that 
the Governor of this State be, and he is hereby 
requested iomediately to convene the Jegisia- 
ture of this State (if it be not im session) to con- 
sider the mode and measure of redress. 

Resolved, Ttvat the citizens of Charleston Dis- 
trict will hold themselves ever ready to co-ope- 


by them expedient lor matutaining the principles 
in the foregoing resolutions; and that tor the 
purpose of bemg always prepared for such co- 
operation and producing concert of action, a 
committee of salety to consist of twenty-one per- 
sous, be appoluted by the chair, which shali be 
charged aS a commiutliee of vigilance and salety 
to correspond with other like commiutiees, and to 
take all julure measures necessary to carry out 
the foregoing resoives. 

Resolved, that a copy of these resolutions be 
forwardeu to his Exceileney the Governor, and 
to each of our Senators and Represeotatives in 
Congress. 

Atier the adoption of the foregoing, A. Moise, 





and repel them. A committee of filty was ap- 
pointed to prepare a report and resolutions for 


Jr. Exq., rose, aud reierred to the “ noble staud” 


| taken by theic Senators and Representatives in 


rate with their fellow-citizens of tiie slave States | 
ia any aud every measure that may be considered | 


slave States into the Federal Union. 

| 3rd. To exert their influence to procure the 
repeal of all laws sustaining slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia, or in any other 
| place under the control of the National Govern- 
/ment, and to secure the passage of laws prohibi- 
'ting slavery and the slave traue in ail places un- 
‘der the exclusive jurisdiction of the Federal Go- 
| vernment,. 

Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor, 
is hereby, requested immediately to forward a 
copy of the turegoing resolutivos toveach of our 
Sevators and Representatives in Congress, to be 
/by them laid betore Congress. 
| Resolved by the Senate and Assembly, That the 
Governor of this State be requested to trausmit 
to the Governor of Virginia, to be laid beiore the 
Legislature of that State, the resolutions pss-ed 

by the Legisiature of the State of Wiscousin at 
ils present session, relating to the subject of sia- 
very. Adopted Fevruary 16th, 13849. 
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Corron Trape.—The Boston Journal gives the 
| Subjoiwed statistics in relation to this trade. ‘The 
| following table shows the amount imported into 
| England during the tollowing period : 


Years. Pounds per year. 
17U1 to 1795 1,17U,lol 
1771 to 1780 6,122,717 
1781 10 1790 19,105,547 
1791 to 13800 31,341,373 


1sV1 to 1810 
Isli vo 1820 


69,372,179 
105,57 1,646 





1521 to 1825 105,687,033 

1826 to 1b45 351,700,000 

1846 598,000,000 

| 1847 439,000,000 


| In twenty years, from 1826 to 1845, of every 
| 10,000 bales worked up— 





Bales. 
England used 5700 
France 1700 
Holland and the North of Europe 850 
'l'rieste aud the South of Europe 450 _j 
Uaited States wo | 
Total 10,000 
No particular account was kept of the amount 
used in Engiand from 1705 to 1770. In 1832 the 
amount used in that country was 277,000 ,0UU0 Ibs. 





; and the United States now use equal that amount. 
| During the twenty years specined above it will 
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be seen that the amount used in France exceed: | 
ed that used in this country. The United States 
how use more than France. 

The price of Upland Cotton in 1808, in Enz- 
land, was 72 cents per Jb; in Amsterdam, $1 44 
per |b., and in Havre, $1 92 per ib. 

In the years 1845-6 England used 1,630,000 
Ibs. at a cost of $167,000,000, and gained in 
manulacturing $412,00U0,000. Of which, expor- 
ted to foreign countries, $359,000,000. Used at 
home $220,000,000 value. Whole value manu- 
factured in 3 years $579,000,000. 

The amount of Cotton exported from the Uni- 
ted States in the year 1836, was valued at $71.,- 
284,925, and would have taken more than 100 
pons of gold, at £3 17s. 9d. per ounce, to pay 
or it. 





Pusxic Lisraries.—The following table com- 
piled by Dr. Ludwig, of New York, shows the 
number of public livraries, aud the volumes, in 
the United States: 


Number. Volumes. 
Maine, 4 ~ 4,300 
New Hampshire, 5 26,800 
Vermont, 2 16,000 
Rhode Island, 5 43.400 
Massachusetts, 30 203,000 
Connecticut, 4 71,000 
New York, 33 174 900 
Pennsylvania, 32 176,100 
New Jersey, 2 28 500 
Onio, 23 68,50U 
Michigan, 5 9,500 
lodiana, 5 6,800 
Illinois, 3 3,700 
Delaware, 1 3,600 
Maryland, 11 54,500 
Virginia, 9 93,300 
North Carolina, 3 16,000 
South Carolia, ° 33,400 
Georgia, 4 22,000 
Alabama, 3 12 200 | 
Louisiana, +) 13,300 
Mississippi, 2 5,000 
Tennessee, 6 26,700 
Kentucky, 9 44,600 
Missouri, 3 20,500 
Disircict of Columbia, 9g 75,000 


235 ,209 800 


The subjoined table gives the population of 
each State according to the census of 1840, the 
number of volumes in the public libraries of each 
State, and the proportion which the number of 
volumes in the public libraries bear to the popu- 
Jation : 





States. Population. Vols. Proportion. 
Rhode Island 108,830 43,400 Lito 23 
Massachusetis 737,697 203,000 lw 4 
Connecticut 309,979 7FLU00 lito 4 
Pennsylvania 1,724,033 176,100 1tw 10 
New Hampshire 2-4,564 26800 lto Il 
New Jersey 373 3u6— 28,50 =Lto 13 
New York 2,428,921 174.909 Lito 14 
South Carolina 594,393 338,400 lio i7 
Keutucky 779823 43,000 lt 17 
Missvurt 353.702 20,500 lto 18 
Vermont 291,948 16,000 lio 1Y 
Virginia 1,239,797 58,300 lto 2) 
Michigan 212,267 8,500 Ito 21 
Ohio 1519467 68,500 lio 22 
Louisiana 352,411 13,300 1 to 27 
"l'envwessee 729,210 26,700 lto 30 
North Carolina 753,419 16,000 Llto 47 
Delaware 78,875 3,000 Llto 50 
Alabama 590,756 12200 Lito 50 
Georgia 691,392 22,000 ] tu ol 
Mississippi 375,416 5,000 ltw 73 
Maryland 470,019 54,500 lio 86 
ludiana 655,506 6.500 lito 98 
lilinois 476,153 3,700 1to 119 
Mae 5u1,793 4,300 1 to 125 


In New York, many of the public libraries are 
not included, lor there is a library in each schvol 
district, all of which circulate about 1,200,0UU. 

in London there are four public libraries, con- 
taining, in the aggregate, 397,000 volumes. Paris 
pussesses five public libraries, to which the peo- 
ple have free access, that contain 1,300,000 vo- | 
jumes. Besides these, there are horaries belong- 
ing to the Institute, the University, and the two 
Chambers, to which admission can be obtained 
with salisiaciory recommendations. Louuon, 
with twice the population of Paris, contains only 
Ove-lourts the uumber of buoks. 


The whole number of volumes given in the | 


American public libraries is 1,209,800 while those 








































































voi Paris alone amount to 3,300,000, being more 
than a book for every person. ‘Ihis ditference 
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is mostly explained by considering the pride 
which royalty has taken in founding large libra- 
ries which are perhaps little visited, The Royal 
Library of Paris contains 800 000 volumes, near- 
ly two thirds of the whole. One library in Lon- 
don, patronized by roya! favor, numbers 350,000 
volumes, being nearly the whole of the aggre- 
gate. 

Another reason for the difference is, that the 
European libraries have been centuries collect- 
ing, while those of the United States have been 
collected principally within the half century. 
besides, the libraries of Europe are patronized 
chiefly by comparatively few persons, whose 
pride is to make a learned display. In the Uni- 
ted States, the collection of books and the found- 
ing of libraries is the work of the whole people, 
and they are established on a scale combining the 
greatest economy as well as the greatest benefit. 
They are here diffused among the people, and 
benefit thousands where hundreds are benefited 
by the libraries of Europe. 


Ratnroaps:—The American Railroad Journal 
gives the following interesting statement of the 
length, cost per mile and total cost of the Rail 
Roads in the United States, Canada, Cuba and 
Europe. According to this account it will be 
seen that the cost of the Railroads in the United 
States are less per <sile than in any other coun- 
try in the world, with the exception of Holland 
and the Island of Cuba. 
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Canada 54 30,000 1,620,000 
Cuba 250 28,000 7,000,000 
Total in America 6,725 200,250 ,000 
United Kingdom 4,420 145,009 640,900,000 
France 1.250 110,000 137.500,000 
Germany 3,370 50,000 163,500,000 
Belgium 4595 80.000 39,640,000 
Holland 1625 25,000 4,062.500 
Denmark & Holstein 232 40,000 11,280,000 
Switzerland 78 50,000 3.600,000 
ltaly 1625 90000 14,625,000 
Russia 113 ~=60,000 6,780,000 
Poland 1875 50,000 9,373,000 
Hungary 157 = 550,000 7,850 0U0 
Total in Europe 10,678 $1,044 ,402,509 
Total 17,403 $1,244,652 500 


The above embraces all the railways in opera: 
tion, except a short line of 15 miles recently open- 
ed in Spain, trom Barcelona to Mataro, from 
which no returns are obtained. . 

These vast sums above stated have all been 
expended for railways within the last twenty 
years.—It may be sately asserted that the roads 
now in progress, including all those which will 
be completed within the next five years, will re- 
present an additional amount of capital equal to 
the sums expended upon those already fin.shed. 
The speculative feelings of 1845,in England, 
pushed forwara many schemes that have since 
been discarded ; ane the stringent law which re- 
quired a deposit of 20 per cent. of the capital be- 
iore the effect of the grant of authority to build, 
had the eflect to reduce the number of specula- 
live schemes at once. Inno other country in 
Europe has the railwcy spirit exceeded the liwils 
of legitimate speculation. 


Iron Manuracture or Watres:—From the 
Wesiminster and Foreign Quarterly Review :—lu 
1827, there were 284 biast-lurnaces iu Great Bri- 
tain of which 102 were io Wales, and 126 Siaf- 
furd and Salop. In 1840, there were 402 fur- 
naces in blast, of whict 182 were in Wales, and 
the same number in Staffurd and Salop. In 1827. 
the Scottish furnaces were 18; in 1840, they were 
70. The average annual export of iron, manu- 
factured and unmanulaciured, between 1820 and 
1325, seems to have been about 100,UUU tuns, of 
which 36,000 were bar. The exports of 1846 
were about 500,0U0 tons, of which nearly one 
half was bar. Oj this bar the annual coasump- 
tion of the United States, since 1838, Las varied 
between 23,000 aud 54,000 tons. Italy, Ger- 
many, Holland, Prussia. and the East Indies, have 
been considerable, though far interior, purcha- 
sers. ‘Lhe enormous increase in the trade 1s, 0! 
course, chietly due to the extension of the Rail- 
way system; Out lron has been extensively ap- 





plied to water-pipes, cables, the building of Ships 
and other constructions. . 

The make of Iron in Great Britain, in 1846, jg 
estimated by M'Oulloch at 1,750,000 tons, of 
which about three-tenths are calculated to be 
consumed as Pig-iron, and chiefly at home. The 
value of the whole product for that year is com. 
puted by the same authority at about £14,000 000, 

‘he increase in South Wales more than kept 
pace with the increased manufacture of the coun. 
try. This especially applies to the works situa. 
ted in Glamorganshire, and taking shipping at 
Cardiff. In 1813, or thereabouts, these works 
contained 17 furnaces, yielding annually 44 209 
tons of Iron, and employing direcily between 
4000 and 5000 persons. The following Table 
shows their progress: 


Works, 1796. 1820. 1830. 
Dowlais tons 2800 11115 27647 
Cyfarthfa 7204 19010 19892 
Plymouth 2200 7941 12177 
Pen y-daran 4100 8690 11744 


1840. 1846, 
45218 8725} 
35507 56278 
12922 35193 
16130 256)2 





Aberdare 2625 6765 10327 1917 
Taff Vale 621 4902 5 
Pentyrch 2412 2476 6977 
Gadiys 598 1315 4195 
Other works 2175 9000 

Total " 163804 50157 84813 132002 2436)¢ 


The column for 1846 states the whole quantity of 
Pig-iron made at the works, of which abvut 184. 
608 tons were sent to Cardiff; the other quant. 
lies are exclusive of the lron consumed upon the 
spot. 

The tonnage returns on the Newport Canal 
give still larger quantities, allhough none of the 
works whence they are derived, are individually 
as large as either Dowlais or Cyfarthfa, and are 
all of later date than those about Merthyr. In 
1820, about 45,462 tons, and in 1830, upwards of 
112,647 tons of Jron, came to the upper country 
into Newport. In 1840, this had risen to 194,459 
tons, and in 1847 the Newport returns showed 
about 240,637 tons. 

The London Mining Journal in reference to the 
the industrial mterests of the country, says: 

Sweden 1s another instance of the power con- 
ferred by good commercial arrangements, the 
products of the Swedish mines being on the lar- 
gest scale. Sweuish miners are independent, to 
a great extent, of Government regulations, in 
consequence of their intimate connection with 
England, which gives them the command of any 
working capital they may need, 


Production of Iron in Europe. 


Proportion per head 
Countries. Cut. of population. 
Great Britain 6,000,000 1 2-5 
Belgium 3,000,000 34 
Sweden 1,600,000 1-2 
Prussia 3,000,000 1-5 
France 5,U0u,0u0 1-7 
Russia 6,000,000 1-9 


Cuicaco.—The following were the amounts 
of wheat in store at this poimt on Ist of March, 
for the past five years :— 


March Ist, 1845 bu. 160,000 


Do. 1846 652,133 
Do. 1347 643,000 
Do. 1848 380,000 
Do. 1349 618,500 


House or lnpustry.—The whole number of 
inmates of the House of Industry, at South Bos- 
ton, Mass., on the Ist inst., was 726, of whom 
187 were born of American parents, and 142 
were born i this country of foreign parents. 
‘Tne balance, 397, were born in foreign coun- 
tries, and 153 arrived in the United States sice 
January 1, 1848. 
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